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The Directors of the Eaſt- India Comp 
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Major General JAMES 8 
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TO THE 
HONOURABLE THE DIRECTORS 
or THE 


| GENTLEMEN, | 
the holes of the late Major r Lyſaght, in your 9 and of a es ſuit 
lately brought againſt me for the balance of a debt due to him, and 
originally contracted on the public account for proviſions to the army 
while I had the honour of commanding your forces in the Carnatic, I 
am under the neceſſity of taking this method of ſubmitting to your 
conſideration the true circumſtances of the caſe; and as the claim for 
relief which I am entitled to apply for, muſt depend on an accurate 
ſtatement of the facts on Which that claim is founded, I ſhall beg 
leave, in the courſe of che following narrative, to appeal to the evi- . 
dence, and generally to the preciſe terms of the records, or other 


authentic papers in your poſſeſſion, at the India-Houſe, in ſupport of 
every material fact neceſſary to be brought under your view. | 


The Company”: s records, in the months of September and C Oftober 


1782, and for a very conſiderable ſpace of time thereafter, ſhew to 
* 2 _ what 
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what extremity of diſtreſs the ſettlement of Madras was reduced by 
the want of rice and other ſmall grain, and how much that diſtreſs 
Was encreaſed, even to a degree of famine, in conſequence of the 
hurricane which deſtroyed ſo many of the grain veſſels with their 
cargoes in the road of Madras in the night of 1 Sth. October 1782. 


This derm, it "the opening of the Monſoon, ee is ſea his 
Majeſty's s ſquadron under Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, | who 


then failed for Bombay ; ſo that in the extremity of diſtreſs, and in the 
height of war, from the 15th of October 1782 to the 14th of April 


following, when the Admiral returned, M. de Suffrein, with the French 
ſquadron, poſſeſſed of Trincomalee harbour, were the maſters at ſea 
upon the Coaſt of Coromandel, « and MAT ies on. chat fide hank «the 
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At the ſame time, from the very critical ſituation of Stk, at har 


RY in your ſettlements 1 in India, it became an object of the laſt im- 
portance not to diſband or diſperſe the army then aſſembled in the 


81. 


neigh hbourhood of Madras, but rather to reſort to every expedient that 
was beſt calculated for keeping together a reſpectable force; for there 


; 9111 2910 


were in the Carnatic two powerful enemies to contend with, a large 


body TW of French under the command of Monf. de Hauffl ie, Brigadier 


81 120 
Ch in the French ſervice; and the Myforeans under the command' 


of the late Hyder Ally, and afterwards of his ſon Tippoo Sap1b 1 in perſon : 3 


There was reaſon, therefore, to think that, the enemy, poſſeſſing 


fuch advantages, meant to avail themſelves of the opportunity of ſtrik- 
ing f ſome blow pernicious to your intereſts in that part of the world, at 
2 time when the ſituation of your affairs was alarming, from the abſence 
of the Britiſh fleet, and from the diſtreſs occaſioned by the nan of. 


v 955 


provillons. 


Jt; 9 of Sir Eyre Coote, the Commander in Chief over- 


all Aa as well as my own opinion, delivered to the Select Com- 


mittee 


( $ Y 


mittee at Madras on repeated occaſions, that nothing at that time 


* 


could be more ill- judged and hurtful to the intereſts of the Public 
and of the Eaſt-India Company, than the diſbanding or diſperſinig 


the army then aſſembled in the neighbourhood of Madras; for on 
the exertion of that force, at the Proper feaſon for acting, and on the 
being able to collect the army at a ſhort notice to take the field in. 
any direction which might be required by the operations . me 
_ enemy, depended. the preſervation of the country. | 


$$ 
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The alarm and apprehenſion from the danger of Se had diode es 


Lord Macartney the Preſident, and ſome of the Members of the Select 
Committee at Madras, to incline to an opinion for diſbanding, divid- 


ing, or diſperſing the army. This appears in partieular from a Letter ; 
dated roth October 1782, from the Preſident and Select Committee of 
| Madras to the Select Committee of Bombay; and as it is materially 


>) 


connected with the preſent claim, that the ſituation of affairs upon the 


304 


Coaſt at the time when I riſked my private fortune and credit for, dhe 
purpoſe of encreaſing the quantity of proviſions i in the vicinity of M f Ma 


dras, ſhould b be aſcertained, it may be Proper here to inſert the Glo, | 
Extract from the Letter above mentioned, both becauſe it proves the 


intentions, which I oppoſed, of diſbanding or diſperſing the army, ane 
becauſe it gives a e picture of the diſtreſsful ſtate of affairs at that 


| 18" 2 | ler | 
? period : | | 2 
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Extract of a Lots from the Preſident 6 Select Committee of ene to- 
1:14 the Select Committee of Bombay, roth October po 9E fl oy 


Sir Edward Hughes informed us. that he ſhould proceed 0 e 
We ſquadron to Bombay about the 15th of this month. "Should" he 


115K 
« execute that determination, we ſhall have nothing leſs iz apprehend 


« than the loſs of all the Company's poſſeſſions on. this ſide of India. 


This port will be immediately blocked up, and the veſfels coming 


„to it with proviſions either captured on the paſſage, or deſtroyed 
a “after 


October 10, 
1782. 


ww 


% 
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8 aſter their arrival, and ww it can de poſſible to land wy pay of 


La, 


their cargoes. 
From this melancholy ' view of our ſituation, you will plainly 
perceive that it is not in our power to afford you any hope of aiding 
« your invaſion of Hyder Ally" 8 Feen on the Malabar Coaſt, 707, 
attacking him on this fide... 


* 


On the contrary, we have every reaſon to fear that; we ſhall be 
driven to the neceſſity of dividing F not di banding the army, and 


of confining our intentions and o our hopes to the 7 ngle oljef "4 leu 
fofſe N bon of this fortreſs.” 0 


a that idea of bang or - Aividing the amy I took the 


a 


4 


* 


c 


* 


liberty of remonſtrating in the moſt earneſt and anxious manner upon 


every occaſion, and particularly as the fituation of our affairs at Madras, 
though critical at that period, did not appear to me ſo deſperate as 
was repreſented 1 in the above-mentioned Letter from Lord Macartney, 


and the other Members of the Committee, 1 thought it my duty to 
enter my Can by a een dated Toth i in the eee 
terms: | 


- 
: \ F 
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Extract from General Stun vs Minute, 10th October 1782, upon the 


propoſed Letter from the Select Committee of Madras to the Select Com- 
mittee of Bombay. 8 8 ee 


6, EG part of this letter I think exceptionable, becauſe in my 


opinion there is nothing even in the moſt diſmal proſpect, that can 


* from probable incidents be pointed out at preſent, which in earneſt 
e can Juſt ify the poſition of dt iſbanding this army, and giving up every 
* thing but, Madras; and as I think the caſe not probable, ſo I muſt 
: confeſs that in my opinion it does more harm, than good | to the 
6c cauſe, to ſtate it in ſuch a point of view. 


* 


a 


« I agree 


Wy 


. 
1 


3 
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J agree in the neceſſity to preſs the Admiral to the utmoſt to 
« remain beyond the 15th inſtant; and even to the laſt hour of fair 


2 weather; and I am perſuaded he will ſtay. 


- I agree allo that we cannot ſpare troops from hence more than 


2 are now on board the ſquadron, and yet I think it in the chapter of 
very poſſible we to be able to act ORs _ from this 7 ide 


Nd of India.“ 5 


WET 


888 che I 1th of October 1782, 1 gave. in to the Member of the 


Select Committee a Plan of Precautions as neceſſary to be adopted _ 


during the abſence of his Majeſty” 8 ſquadron at Bombay; the Sth, 19 0 
and Stk Articles of which are in theſe words: 


October 11, 
1782. 


Attiele 5. —As the movements and even the exiſtence of the army ; 
muſt depend on the quantity of proviſions, I think it in direct con- 
6 ſequence of the duties of my ſtation, to recommend a free importation "13 


of all ſorts of grain, to be ſold or diſpoſed of, at the diſcretion of the 


" importers or owners, from the 2oth inſtant to the end of December 


„ next, without limitation or reſtriction from the Grain Committee, i 


b r any other quarter, but only to aſcertain the quantity. 


A+ 744 nota þ ety e 


0 Article 6. —That it be Wa to the Governadent i in Bengel 7 


" " brought for the uſe of the Company during the above period, over 


and above the higheſt freight hitherto given; and that a certain 
proportion of 151 Company's ſhips be 1 fa in bringing rice 


1 * diring that time.” 


. 


40 Anich. 8. — That a Proper a P! wrote to at Pulicat, Nellore, f 


« * Ongole, and dependencies along the Coaſt to the northward, | 


Sing notice to provide grain of all ſorts, and to diſcover where it 


can be found during the monſoon, as it may perhaps be neceſſary to 


1 canton 8 of the army in theſe. diſtricts, together with the greater 


. e 


« to give a premium of two or, even three rupees a bag, on all rice 


October 15, 


1782, 


part of the followers, until the acling fe. arrives, and thus to Are 
© the proviſions of the garriſon,” 


On the 15th of October I delivered i in a Minute to the Select om 


mittee on the ſubject of the neceſſity of giving every encouragement to 


the importation. of grain, of which Minute the following is an extract: 


% 


Minute of os General in Committee, I 15th October 1782. PR 


« I cannot help perſevering in my opinion, that the encouragement 


* to bring grain here during the mon zhſoon is by no means ſufficient for 
% merchants and others to run the riſque; I mean from the preſent 


* hour to the end of December and I alſo think that every poſlible 
* encouragement ſhould likewiſe be given to the northern boats coming 
« cloſe in ſhore with grain of all ſorts to Pulicat, during that period; 
« being convinced that a quantity ſufficient might thereby be had to 
% maintain a very great proportion of the neceſſary followers of this 
" army, which ought not to be ſe -parated to any great diſtance from the 
Preſidency, but in the laſt poſſible neceſſity. . 

“ have given my opinion in my letter of 0 1 * * October (and 
% now made a Minute of) as to the neceſſity to keep no other fa- 
„ milies in the Black Town than can feed themſelves. 1 refer to that 
1 letter or minute for my ideas on other precautions which I thought 
. my duty to ſtate, eſpecially as the defence of this Fort muſt fall to me 
46 whenever it is attacked.“ | 


FRY * 
8 


The paragraphs above quoted afford ſome ſpecimen of the efforts 
made by me for prevailing upon the Select Committee at Madras to 
give proper and liberal encouragement to the merchants and others to 
bring grain for the uſe of the army; but as theſe efforts were not ſuc- 
ceſsful, the ſtrong impreſſion upon my mind of the immenſe im- 
portance of having the army and their followers properly ſubſiſted, 
made me think it a duty on my part, as Commander of that army in 
the abſence of Sir Eyre Coote, to make every ſeparate exertion in my 


power; 


to). 


Power, and even at the riſk of my cue; for acquiring a competent 
proviſion of rice, and other grain, in a centrical ſituation, as abſolutely 
neceſſary for the ſupport of the army, e in their cantonments in 
the monſoon ſeaſon, or in n the event of a movement to the north of 
the Preſidency. | JL 904 THIOL. I e A8 I 20 ane 190% 
One great object of my exertions in that reſpect 3 was to prevent the 
diſperſion of the army, which at that time had every diſadvantage to 
ſtruggle with, both on account of a large arrear of pay due to them, 
and on account of a very limited allowance of rice, which was re- 4 
duced from 5300 bags, the uſual allowance ber day for the army and | 
Followers in the Company's pay, to 350 bags, with an intimation to me 
from the Select Committee, that it muſt be reduced even to 250 bags 
per day, for the whole army and followers under every denomination, 
and for the out-garriſons, &c. and when at that time there was neither 
rice nor other ſmall grain to be had for money at the Preſidency, there 
being no public bazar or market to afford the native troops an oppor- 
tunity of purchaſing grain to uppers their families, or the followers of 


the army. | 
In this ſituation, as 1 could not t obtain a di rect a0 of the Madras 

aroma for the encouragement which appeared to me neceſſary to 
encreaſe the ſupply of rice and other grain, my zeal for the ſervice 
made me interpoſe with my own credit and fortune for the purpoſe of 
attaining that public object, as will appear from the particulars which 
1 am now to ſtate, and which laid the foundation of the juſt though 
very diſtreſſing claim that was afterwards brought againſt n me by Major 
Lyſaght and his heirs. 1 


On * 15th of October MY. I wrote a letter in che following” 
5 terms to Maj or Lyſaght, then commanding in the diftrift of Maſulipatam: : | 


6117 


© The : army will £o into cantonments in this neighbourhood pretty Letter from 


| « 1 diſpoſed of as laſt vear; 4 5 any difference takes place, it will m6 


* Ts. #5 


| he 4. SS þ „ * 1904 
- be owing t to your exertions to ſerve the public. Dag 


3 5 „ The 


The vexatious delays and difficulties attending the mode of deli- 
vering rice and other grain here, and the higgling about prices, 
which is really nothing in compariſon to the preſent and future 
probable neceſſities of the public, is ſuch, that in the preſent emer- 


gency I have taken upon myſelf to anſwer, with my private fortune, 


to give every reaſonable addition to what is here offered, 4% encourage 
the zmportation of rice and all other ſorts of grain into Pulicat, for two 
months to come. 1 mean to ſay, that if from- your information 150 


© pagodas the garce of rice, the exchange at 400 rupees for bills on 


Bengal for the firſt month, and 200 pagodas the garce for the ſecond 
month, is not a ſufficient encouragement for the rice veſſels of all 
ſorts to come cloſe in ſhore from any place in the Circars to Pulicat, 
I will myſelf, at your diſcretion, give whatever you ſay ought to be 


given in addition to what is now offered by this Government, and I 


will employ the Laſcars of the army to open the bar at Pulicat, and 
to give every aſſiſtance by my orders, and under my inſpection, to 


diſpatch the boats, and give ſatisfaction to the people. This is an 
object which I have much at heart, for more reaſons than I need 


mention to you. 


ce The monſoon is likely to ſet in « Gio: and if the rice now on board 


in theſe roads ſhould, from weather or the enemy, fail, the free port | 


at Pulicat will come greatly i in aid to the public exigencies and operations, 
which very poſſibly may turn upon the ſucceſs of this experiment, For 


all theſe reaſons I do requeſt of you to aſſiſt me with your influence 


and credit with all the Black merchants and boat people that your 


ſervant knows of. I ſhould think the ſmall boats of 7 or 8 garce 


would be the fitteſt for the purpoſe, at leaſt expence, and more 


adventurers; pray loſe no time; one battalion of Sepoys is already 


ſtationed at Pulicat, and I have been obliged to ſend twenty-[1x days 
rice in order to ſave Captain Smith's ſtores ; they will be in the 


communication to the northward for the protection of the poor 


* people, 


cc 


towing terms: I am hurried with a thouſand things that I can't 
write to yon, ye t can't forget repeating my earneſt requeſt to ſend : 


cc 
C 
6 
cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


CC 


cc 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


( nu ) 
bs. people, who necefledity leave the Black Town, but I eannot 0 


more until you, by your influence, ſend grain there. 


On the zoth of Oftober I wrote again to Major Lyſaght in the 8 | 


rice, gram, and other grain to Pulicat, or even to Madras ; and I 
will give from my own pocket for rice twenty pagodas the garce, 
and other grain in proportion, more than this Government, for two 


months to come.“ 


In a ſubſequent letter, dated 2d December 178 2, 1 wrote to Major 


: Lyſaght as follows : : 
„ I wait with impatience to hear of ſome vellals coming to Pulicat. 


, * 


— 


riſk of my private fortune, to encourage the Black merchants ts bri ng jo 
rice to that place, will be made good, if not by this Government, at 


leaſt by the Board of Bengal. My views are to have a free market 


for the followers of the army to buy rice at that place. The preſent 
diſtreſs of the followers of the Bengal regiments and of the Black 


Another Let. 
ter from Ma. 


I have every reaſon to think that any extraordinary expence, at the jor General 
Stuart to Ma- 
1 Lyſaght. 


cavalry, who are all forced now to live upon their /ingle ſeer of rice, 


is inconceivable ! I, for my own part, am made anſwerable for the 
conſequences, as ſome people think, if I cannot maintain this army 


upon 250 bags a day, being one half of the quantity that was allowed 


or conſumed about two months ago. Feeling, therefore, as I do, 


for the ſufferings of theſe poor people, I have zo  other.reſource than 
to requeſt your influence to ſend us rice, as I wrote to you ſeveral 


weeks ago, to Pulicat.” 


Theſe were the letters which laid on me the obligation t. to pay to 
the heirs of Major Lyſaght the price charged for the rice and other 
grain, which was ſent by his influence or credit to Pulicat, to relieve 


the public diſtreſs. 


As Sir Eyre Coote was the Commander i in Chief over rall 3 had 


commanded the King" s and Company s forces in the Carnatic during 


B 2 | the 


Nov. 1,1782. 


„ 


the campaign 1782, and propoſed to return to the Coaſt to command 
the ſame army at the opening of the campaign 1783, having gone to 
Bengal in September 1782, merely on account of his health, I reckoned 
it in every reſpect highly incumbent on me, who. commanded the 

Carnatic army in his abſence, to correſpond with him upon every 
thing which materially concerned that army; accordingly, Sir Eyre 
Coote was made acquainted with the diſtreſſes we ſuffered from the 
ſcarcity of proviſions, and with the ideas entertained by the Preſident 
and Select Committee at Madras about diſbanding, dividing, or diſ- 
perſing the army aſſembled in the neighbourhood of Madras. He 
was alſo particularly informed of the difficulties I had with the Sele& 
Committee on the ſubject of proper encouragement to be given for 
bringing rice and other grain to market, and of the meaſure which on 
account of theſe difficulties, | and from zeal for the ſervice, I had 
adopted in ordering upon my own credit, rice and other grain to be 


brought to Pulicat, for the fake of. eſtabliſhing a market and ma- 


gazine there. 


Sir Eyre Coote's e on theſe matters, his! intention of return- 


ing to the Coaſt to command the army, his particular anxiety for keep- 


ing that army collected and ready to take the field at the proper ſeaſon, 
and his approbation of my conduct in theſe reſpects, as well as of the 


exertions made by me in obtaining rice and grain, even at the riſk of 


my own fortune and credit, will appear from the following extracts of 


letters from Sir Eyre Coote, whereof the originals, are in my poſſeſſion, 
88207 to * produced. 


From Lieutegant General Een Coo to Major General STUART, 
5 November * 1782. 

*The account of the Medea's ſafe arrival here, I preſume, reached 

Madras long ere this. I have benefited by the ſea voyage. Though 

—IM weak, Lam much better than when L left the Coaſt; 


1 


and hope 
0" mo" 


( 13 ) 


& to be able to return 10 a, Sou Wen the: figs arrives ofvr raking the 
« field. Von ages TREE UEL 9 8 
Unable from my late ſevere indifpoſition to enter fully into the 
general detail of buſineſs here, I have notwithſtanding already ſtated 
the wants of the army on the Coaſt! in ſuch ſtrong. terms to the 
Supreme Board, that I am convinced this Government will ſtrain 
t every nerve for its ſupport. The articles of money, proviſions, 
% horſes to mount your. cavalry, Sepoy and Laſcar drafts, field car- 

riages, &c. h ave been pointedly, and I truſt, with effect ſpoke to. 


*% 


* 


3 


C 


ö a 


* 


I place the greateſt confidence in your able and zealous endeavours : 
to further the public ſervice, The ſafety of India depends on the Army 

you have af preſent the honour of commanding , and I who Know them 
1 well, am n confident i it cannot be placed i in ſafer hands. | | 


ev 


C 


* 


Eb, « As « our army encreaſes i in. number, an additional ſupply af draught 
"MG and carriage bullocks becomes more indiſpenſibly neceſlary for if 
« we cannot move for want of carriage, « our very weight of eſtabliſh- 
ee ment will, inſtead of forwarding our views, entail certain, ruin on us. 
lt therefore rely on your exerHons. Repeat your repreſentations to 
-F" ths Government of Fort St. George on this moſt material ſubject ; 

c and by every other means within your power, try alſo to effect 

a obtaining an adequate number of bullocks. During the rains even it 

« will be of eſſential ſervice to forward as much grain as poſſible to 

1 Chingleput. This 1 moſt ſtrongly recommend. In ſhort, my dear 

« General, I place my every dependence on you; and have not a 

« doubt but that zhe army 2010! be ready for the moſt active progreſſ ve 


8 ſeene as od as the Hege renders it i poſit ble to * undertaken.” 


From Lieutenant General Sir Erxz Coors. to Major General STUART: 


1 


NY - Ghyretty, November 22, 1782. n 
1 Before I took my departure from Madras I recommended to the Nov, az, 
6. Select Committee Keeping the army under your command together . 
e 


2 —. —: — . ie ID 


( 14 } 


full force, as a meaſure of the utmoſt conſequence, on it depending the 
« very ſa fety F India, 1 gave. you alſo my — to the * 


4 Purpoſe. 


Dec. 1, 1782. 


et 


(e 


cc 


My ſtate of beach is yet but very indifferent. I have. however 
nl taken every opportunity of placing in the ſtrongeſt point of view, 


« hefore the Supreme Board, the numerous wants of the troops on the 
Coaſt; and às far as my power extends, every exertion * be made 
beck. get mr wants "ROY and trace n hence.” 


F rom Lieutenant General Sir Erxz Coors to Major General Stviny. 


Calcutta, December x Ws 782. 

« What you have I forth i in your Minute of the 8th of November 
are all matters of important public concern ; and the earneſt terms in 
which you have introduced them to the conſideration and attention 
of the Committee are highly commendable N and muſt acquit you of 


all future blame for any bad conſequences which may ariſe from delay 
« or neglect on their part. | 


Cc 


« I am fully convinced that | in the freeral diſpoſitions you oþ 
made of his Majeſty's troops you have been guided in your judgment 
by a true regard for. the welfare and ſupport of our general intereſts ; 

but whilſt, as appears by your Minute of the 8th November, there 
< 18 reaſon to apprehend bad conſequences from the murmurs that 
« continue to preyail among the native corps for want of pay and 


ee 
cc 


(e 


& ſufficiency of rice, it is an obvious principle of policy, as well as of 


military conduct, and one which I muſt ſtrongly recommend to 
« you the obſervance of, vis. to keep your European force as united as 
e poffible, ſo long as the preſent circumſtances of your ſituation con- 
tt tinue ſo powerfully to evince both! its propriety and neceſſity. 


« T obſerve with great pleaſure and applauſe the exertions which you 


& yourſelf are making towards procuring proviſions for the army by way 


« of Pulicat ; and you ſhall have my moft _— Jupport for being reim- 
2 „ 


( 5) 


% Burſed any extraordinary charge which gw may author: Ye s in a buf 0 
F 27 yu real OOO and 9 — 


From wels lady wide have now lan brought upidee, your 
view, I flatter myſelf it will appear that I had no reaſon to apprehend 
that attempts would be made in any quarter to make me a ſufferer on 
account of a meaſure which I had adopted purely from motives of zeal 
for the public ſervice ;z and I had the leſs reaſon to apprehend any 
bad conſequences from ſuch attempts if made, as my conduct in reſpect 
to the engagement I had come under for bringing rice to Pulicat had met 

with approbation and applauſe from Sir Eyre Coote, the Commander in 
Chief over all India, and an aſſurance on his part of his moſt ur 
ſupport for my being reimburſed. 


It is a prevailing opinion, and founded on reaſons of public utility, 
| that it muſt be incident to the powers of a Commander in Chief 
of an army to take upon himſelf ſuch meaſures as at a particular 
_ © eriſis appear eſſential for the ſupport and preſervation of the army 
under his command, If that is admitted, the exerciſe of ſuch power 
devolved upon me from the ſituation I then held, but it was further 
confirmed by the complete approbation of Sir Eyre Coote, who was 
not only the Commander in Chief over all India, but was expected 
ſoon to reſume the command of that very army for whoſe benefit theſe 
exertions were made on my part. It is therefore a fair inference to 
preſume that Sir Eyre Coote, if he had been at Madras at the criſis 
alluded to, would have done the very thing which I did ; 3 and, from 
the whole tenor of his correſpondence, I had reaſon to reſt ſatisfied 
that if the Government at Madras ſhould make difficulties about in- 
demnifying me for the riſks to which I expoſed myſelf on the public 
account, ſuch indemnification would be accompliſhed by the means of 
the Supreme Council 1 in Bengal 


It 


2 


It will appear, however, in the ſequel, that the Prefident and Select 

Committee at Madras not only gave me no eredit for the exertion 

thus made for the public ſervice, but after the preſſure of diſtreſs 

was over, they refuſed to give me any indemnification or any 

= - : aſſiſtance for extricating myſelf from the difficulties in which theſe 

exertions had involved me; and it will further appear that the com- 

munication which I naturally gave to Sir Eyre Coote, and through 

him to the Supreme Council at Bengal, of the meaſure 1 had taken for 

the public ſervice in providing a proper ſupply of rice for the army a and | 
its followers, was by the Madras Government turned againſt me, as an 

argument that I muſt not look to them but to the Bengal Government 


for any relief or hopes of indemnification chat By be entertained. 
by me. E 11 f cr BN 9 8 


In the months of November and December 1782, and kinky 1783 3. 

| conſiderable quantities of rice and other grain were, by the very active 
exertions of Major Lyſaght, ſent to Pulicat, in conſequence. of the 
letters he received from me, and great benefit accrued either to the 


army or to the followers of the army from che ſupply of eee 
thus obtained, 


if) 


The whole of the rice and other grain thus ſent to Pulicat was com- 
ited: to the charge or ſuperintendance of Captain Smith, who was the 


commanding officer at that place, which is ſituated upon the ſea-coaft 
about fifteen miles to the northward of Madras. | 


For the purpoſe of relieving the moſt preſſing neceſſities, and alſo for h 
that of affording to Major Lyſaght ready payment at leaſt for part of 
the grain ſent by his means, a certain quantity of it was at Major 
Lyſaght' s defire fold for ready money, which was accounted for to him 
by Captain Smith, with which I never had any concern, neither was 
any part of che g grain fo ſold, charged to my account by Major Lyſaght, 
but the charge made againſt me by Major Lyſaght was for that part 
of che rice and grain ſent to Pulicat, whereof only a {mall part was ſold 


N | for 


( WP} 
for ready money as her account annexed, but which was laid up in 


ſtore by Captain Smith, and reſerved for the purpoſe of ſupplying the 
Pe exigencies as they- -might afterwards occur. 


On the 18th of December 1782, Captain Smith wrote to me 
/ from Pulicat, that Mr. Cox, with a battalion under his command, 


had arrived there that morning, and that as he ſtood in great need of 


rice for the fighting men and followers, &c. he had ſupplied him with 


the quantity neceſſary for the march, though they had no money to 
pay for it; and Captain Smith mentioned that this rice was furniſhed 


out of the quantity which was ſtated to my private account. 


; On the 1 gth of December 1782, Captain Smith wrote to me, that 


chere was about ninety-eight garce of rice then in the road, and on 


ſhore, and that one-half of chat quantity ſhould be en of for 
Major Lyſaght's account. 


In the month of January 178 S intelligence was received that Mon. 
de Suffrein, with the French ſquadron of ten fail of the line and two 
frigates, had appeared in the road of Ganjam, from whence, after lying 
at anchor for ſeven days, they failed for the ſouthward on the 1 5th of 


January 178 3. Monſ. de Suffrein, with the French ſquadron, had thus 


taken poſt to the north both of Madras and of Maſſulipatam, in 


order to favour the original plan of Monſ. de Bu ſy, to effect a landing 


in theſe parts; and it became a great object of the Madras Government, 
at this time, to render the enemies ſchemes abortive in caſe they 


ſhould perſiſt in the oo of iet the ſeat of war to the northward 
of Madras. 5 8 


On the 21ſt of January 178; 3, Lord Macartney wrote to me a Letter, 
incloſing a copy of the written intelligence he had juſt received of the 
enemies motions and intentions, and defiring to have my ſentiments 
upon it; in which written intelligence there is a paragraph in theſe 
words: One of the priſoners declared to me, that all our ſettlements 

ä ö 3 e 0 to 


Jan. 1783. 


Jan. 21, 1783 , 


Jan. 26, 1783. 
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6 to the northward of Pulicat were to be attacked ; and that he be. 


0 lieved Mon. Buſſy 8 troops were to be landed at  Maſſulipatam.” 


Upon this occaſion, I delivered 1 in to che Select Committee a plan for 


the defence of the northern Circars, on the ſuppoſition of Monſ. de 


Buſſy being to land to the northward of Madras, which plan was ſent by 
me from the Silt, at Taumarum, to the Select Committee, on the 26th 
January 178 3. | 
In that plan, ddlivered to the Select Commits, there were Ay wo 
following articles : Si | 


% 


Article 2 5th. &« But tene Monſ. Buſly lands to the nerd or 
8 ſouth of Maſſulipatam, there is ſcarce. a doubt but that Tippoo 's 
army will move in that direction, and this army (that is, the army 
then under my command) muſt be in readineſs to move at the 
“ ſame time, along the coaſt northwvard, for which purpoſe 1 beg leave 
to recommend the filling of ets place on the ry; with, grain of 


c all ſorts, &c.. | 


Article 27th. As to Pulicat, J ſhould not be of opinion to blow - 
it up, unleſs the enemy land at or near Nellore; it is a very con- 
; venient halting place for parties or convoys, and of ſome ſecurity ö 
in communication from the northward; and there is, by my in- 
" formation, a quantity of horſe gram and rice, at preſent there, 
6 2 efficient to ferve the army a Jew days in cafe it ſhould be needed on 


« the march." W 


The rice and grain thus alluded to, as in ſtore at Pulicat, was pre- 
cllely the rice and grain which had been ſent thither by Major Ly- 
ſaght, upon my riſk and credit, and which Captain Smith had been 
directed to reſerve 1 in ſtore for public emergencies. 


{ 


The N received in January 1783, concerning the! intentions 
of the French upon our ſettlements to the northward of Madras, 
joined with the circumſtance, that the French fleet under Monſ. de SF. 


2 | 5 frein 


( 19 ) 


Fxein were then upon the coaſt, and completely maſters at ſea, induced 
me to give directions to Captain Smith at Pulicat, by letter dated 22d 
of January 178 4; that he ſhould immediately do every thing! in his 
power for ſecuring and putting out of the reach of Monſ. de Suffrein, 
all the rice and grain at Pulicat; in anſwer to which, I Teceived from 
Captain Smith the N letter, dated I Jane 2 23, 1783. 3. 


- 


* 


Pulicat, Famuary x3, - 3. 


„ Your letter, dated yeſterday, half paſt one, did not reach me till 
« this day at five P. M. I have now lodged in the Fort above fifty 
« garce., 0 f rice, four garce © of horſe gram, and, near four garce = 1 | 
« paddy; there i is yet on the beach, but coming in very fat, ab ove 
6 fifty garce more of rice. a oF have got every thing on ſhore from t the 
« veſſels, except ſome paddy and a little rice, 7 1 have Miete | 


27 2 4 
« off, in the, veſſel. to Madras, out of harm? 's way. | 


oh, 9084-5 


The intimation given by me to the Select Commitior-h et the. paper 
above referred to, of the 26th January, concerning the grain at 
Pulicat, proves two things; in the firſt place, that this Proviſion, of 
rice, and grain had been made by me ſolely for the public ſervice; 4. and 
ſecondly, that there exiſted, at that time, the greateſt probability that 
the whole,of it would be wanted for the ſervice of the army in their, 

march northward, where they 1 muſt have paſſed near to Pulicat ; and i in 
that caſe, the grain in ſtore there would certainly have been — uſe x 
of by the army, and would have afforded the whole of them ſuſtenance 
for a few days at leaſt. oh 3 


1 E 


The circumſtance of fach a W wn made by my means, and 
ready for the public ſervice at this preciſe criſis, when, on the one 
Hand, the French fleet, under Monſ. de Sufrein, were upon the coaſ 
and maſters at ſea; and on the other hand, the French and Myſoreans 
were in full force at land, and their united army within two or three 
days march of the army which I then commanded near to Madras ; 
[ fay, ey circumſtances not only juſtified the meaſure I had 


C 2 | taken 
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taken for making a ſtore of rice and grain at Pulicat, but of itſelf 
r to n We for re a the deleA Commuter at- 


* 1 2 1 
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to telere me rd 10 1 or "reſponſibility far the price 7 the 


ou! 
81 


The conduct of the Select Committee with reſpect to me, was how- 
ever very. different, as will be ſeen in the ſequel. 


Is 


From the 26th of January to the 24th of April 1783 1 da no ow 
ther correſpondence with the Select Committee about the grain at 
Pulicat, neither did I obtain any knowledge of their intentions with 
reſpect to that grain till the month of July 178 3 but leſt any 
inference ſhould be drawn to the prejudice of my claim from the ſeem+ 
ing inattention to this buſineſs during ſo many months, while that 
claim remained unſettled, it will. be neceſſary ſhortly to lay before you 
the mere outlines of thoſe important objects, which in preference to all 


others engaged my time and attention at e ſingular criſis of Four 
affairs upon the Coaſt. | 


This will CEOS lead me to touch upon the multiplicity of thoſe 
great events which crowded upon one another during that critical 
period, from January to July 1783; and while Jam thus obliged to 
account for a degree of inattention with reſpect to thoſe affairs which 


regarded myſelf only, you, Gentlemen, will likewiſe be enabled to judge 
; whether | my time and attention were uſefully dedicated to your ſervice. 


In January 178 3, the demolition of Vandewaſh and Carangooly, and 
the withdrawing of the garriſons from thele places, was reſolved upon, 
as'a meaſure then rendered neceſſary from the ſituation of affairs upon 

| the Coaſt, and from the intelligence received of the deſigns of the 
French ;z— at the fame time it was foreſeen that the execution of the 
plan for the demolition of theſe places might lead to an engagement 
with the French and Myſoreans, who were then aſſembled at a ſmall 
diſtance from Vandewaſh, their forces conſiſting of the late Hyder 8 
army, commanded by Tippoo Sahib in eg, joined with all the 


French ; 


8 + 
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Bib vetted on the Coaſt, reported upwards e men, beſides 
the free corps of Monſ. de Lallee in the ſervice: of Tippo o. 


On tlie 5th'of February 1783 the arty under my command deſtined 
for this ſervice encamped on the ſouthern banks of the river Palar 


aneh Chingleput, and above forty miles from Madras. 


On the morning of the th we took up our ground e 
and afterwards moved to Vandewaſh, where we encamped the gth., In 
a few days the demolition of theſe places was effected, and the garriſons 
and ſtores were retired in fight of the combined force, French and 
Myſercant, under Mo. de Haufflifſe and Ti ippoo Sabib; and during 
the interval between the commencement and completion of the total 
demiolition of Vandewaſh, that combined force was dared to battle, 
which they declined, and afterwards retired precipitately. The parti- | 
| cillars of the army's movements on the occaſion, alſo the affair .at 
Nedingul, the 13th February, are on your records, more eſpecially 
in the 2 Which I tranſmitted from camp, with A; | ſketch of Mc | 
gro 500 13 4 


It was the 24th of February 1783 before 1 returned to Madras. 
The next ſervice was to lay in a ſufficient ſtock of rice at Vel. 
lore (diſtant full eight days march of the army, in an oppoſite 
direction from Madras). That important place, as appears from your 
records, was then within a few days of being in abſolute want; and it 
became an object of great conſequence that a ſupply of proviſions 
ſhould at this time be lately lodged at Vellore, —ſuch as would ſecure the 


garriſon there againſt the hazard of any fimilar rr whillt the main 
army was to be employed at Cuddalore. | 6 Bit 


From this ſervice, entered upon, the 3d March, Ws once more returned 
* ſ 


to the Preſideney, on the 20th of fame month. 5m 5// 101 holg 


* 
i. 
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In a day or two after my return to Madras, at this time, intelligence 
was received that M. de Buſſy had been ſome days at Cuddalore, and 
Was reported to have brought with him a force of 2200 regular troops 
of France, beſides 1900 Caffries from the iſlands. And on the 32k 
of 


1 


( 22: }) 


of March two. French ſhips of the line and frigates had then actually 
blocked up the port of Madras, with a view to intercept the trade, &c. 


Theſe facts, and the intelligence above alluded, to, are aſcertained by 


Lord Macartney's, circular, letters of 23d and 2 5th March, and by his 
Minute in Select Committee 24th March 1783, printed i in the Ana ; 


Ne II. 112 


110 


| From. this p period che 7 object that occupied. my . Was to 


- make the, neceſſary, preparations for the army's taking and keeping the 
ſield, with a view to the attack and overthrow of, the whole body of 


the Fr euch army at Cuddalore, and the capture of their train of artillery ; 
and ſtores, ſo. ſoon as that enterpriſe could be proceeded on with effect, i 
by the co-operation, of his Majeſty's ſquadron, without, which there | 


could be no rational hope of accompliſhing | it. 


from Bombay, and anchored in Madras road the 13th of April 1783. 
His letter of that date, upon your records, ſhews the Admiral's determina- 
tion to co-operate with the army in any meaſures to diſtreſs the enemy. 


From various circumſtances, and particularly from the time requiſite 
for taking in a ſufficient proviſion of water; it was the 2d of May before 


the Admiral ſailed from Madras to the ſouthward ; and on the 17th, 
according to undoubted information, the Britiſh fleet, in conſequence = 
of adverſe winds and current, was only ſix leagues ſouth-eaſt of Conji- 


meer. Captain Haliday in the fs, with the. proviſion, artillery, and 


ſtore-ſhips, and having on board Major General Bruce with the addi- 
tional neceſſary reinforcements, deſtined for the operations at Cuddalore, 1 


did not leave Madras road until the 14th of May. 


The army under my command proceeded on their march from the | 
camp in the neighbourhood of Madras, towards Cuddalore, on the 21ſt 
day of April 1783; and one of the brigades had moved on two days 
march in advance.— The minutes and other papers on your records 
ſhew the reaſons for the army proceeding on their march towards Cudda- 
lore, even before either the ſquadron or the ſhips with the ſtores and 
troops on board had ſailed from Madras, though it was not intended 


that 


+ 1 
10 Sig 


Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes returned ith; 125 ſquadron 
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It was of the laſt Cle that the i roten add ore WEE Cc. 

ſhould be within our reach, before commencing any operations at Cuddalore; J 
beſides the importance of concealing from the French General as long 
as poſſible my intentions with regard to that part of Cuddalore againſt 
- which theſe operations were to be directed, which muſt have been pre- 
maturely diſcovered, had I taken up my ultimate ground before the 
arrival of the proviſion and ſtore ſhips. That theſe were uniformly my 
ſentiments and objects, appears from your records, and particularly from 
my correſpondence with the Select Committee during the march of 
the army from Madras to Cuddalore; and one eſſential part of 
the plan of co-operation was this, that the Admiral, with the ſhips of 

the line, ſhould keep the French ſquadron in view or pent up in 
Trincomalee harbour, ſo as the Britiſh ſquadron ſhould: be placed between 
that of the French and Cuddalore, while Captain Haliday, with the Is 
and a frigate or two, convoyed and covered from inſult the proviſion 

and ſtore ſhips, with the reinforcements, &c. The movements of 
the army by land were to be regulated as near as poſſible by thoſe of Sir 
Edward Hughes getting to his ſtation off Trincomalee, and by C. Haliday 
in the Iſis, with the ſtore- ſhips and reinforcements, getting to the ſouth 
of Cuddalore; and it ſo happened, that the Ihs having appeared in 
ſight on the 6th, and anchored at her fixed deſtination on the 7th of 
June, on that very day the army under my command took up its 
ultimate ground ſouth of that place. OH 


On the evening of the 8th June, Major Getierdl Bolle and Colonel. 
Wangenheim, with the Hanoverians and other European troops,to the 


amount of 800 men, deſtined for our reinforcement in the attack upon 
the French at Cuddalore, diſembarked from Captain Haliday' 8 convoy, ; 
and marched to camp; and even after this junction, the French army 
in poſſeſſion of Cuddalore contained a greater number of effective Eu- 
ropean regular forces than there were in the army under my command. 
i | V Tue 
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The attack upon the whole body of French, commanded by M. de 
Buſſy, covered by the lines and guns of Cuddalore, was made on 
the morning of the '13th of June, when the French were drove 
into that place, after having had forty officers and nearly a 
thouſand men killed or wounded, and ſixteen pieces of cannon 
taken in their lines, as n from the detail of that anne 
yur int, ß. OI Ri e dyt 
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| The ſame records ſhew, tie our proviſion and ſtork ſhips, with 
= great part of their lading, found it neceſſary on the 1th to leave their 


F ſtation ſouth of Cuddalore, and that on the 7 of 8 the French 
A 1 ſquadron anchored in Cuddalore Road?! (97 HOY. fist ono ty 


M. de Suffrein having at this time received a Ele Caen of © men 
from the French garriſon, ſtood out to ſea on the 18th, and after ah 
F 955 engagement with the Britiſh ſquadron on the 20th, regained. the road 
of Cuddalore on the 2 23d of June. . e e % wor kek! 


2 >. 


From this period our army was moſt unfortunately deprived of 

_ manner of aſſiſtance or protection from the ſhips of his Ma- 

jeſty's ſquadron, which after the aQion of the 20th (not far from 

Cuddalore), returned to Madras roads on the 24th of June, whilſt 

M. de Suffrein the French Admiral, with fifteen fail of the line beſides 

frigates, were at anchor cloſe to Cuddalore, conſequently in the beſt. 
| — _ co-operation with Monſ. de Buſſy, the French General at 

that place, and for affording to him material aſſiſtance. 


Accordingly, M. de Suffrein landed upon the 24th. a e 
of 2200 men, which included 1200 Europeans and natives, that had 
been lent to him from the garriſon at Cuddalore on the 18th of June. 

5 In that ſituation (after the return of M. de Suffein's fleet to Cud- 
alore), ſo highly favourable for the French, and ſo very unfavourable 
for our army, a large body of French regulars and other troops, in a 

fortie- from Cuddalore, on the morning of the 25th June, attacked the 
outpoſts of our army; but the ſcheme of the French (from which they 
| had 
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had — themſelves many seng was defeated by a hf 
agſiful repulſe, on which occaſion the commandit officer of the 1 
Colonel of the regiment Aquitaine, was taken priſoner, licrtam od) 


In a few days after this affair of the aßth of June, . accounts 


received of the Preliminaries of Peace between Great Britain and France 


”_ an end to any further experiments of the force of either army. 
From theſe particulars an idea may be formed of the important 


| jede ita which the moſt earneſt and unremitting - attention on my 
part was neceſſarily dedicated, from the month of January to the 


end of June 1783 —and when thus employed, I flatter, myſelf, 


Gentlemen, you will be of opinion that even if I had abſtained totally 


from any mention of my claim in relation to the Pulicat rice tranſac- 


tions, ſuch ſilence, under ſuch circumſtances, ought not to be inter- 


Preted as a relinquiſhment of that claim of indemnification. 


398 * 2413 


I ſhall now beg leave to reſume the hiſtorical account of — So 


_folely to the grain at Pulicat, from which it will appear that although 


the preſſure of events made me neglect writing on that balineti to the 
Select Committee, from the end of January till near the end of April 
1178 3, yet that I took occaſion at three different periods, in the months 


of April, May,; and June 1783, to do every thing that depended on me 


for bringing the Seien Committee at Madras to a deciſion upon char 
matter. ; 


In the e e movements of the army . Cuddalore, the 
main body had encamped ſouth of Chingleput on the 22d of April 

178 3; and on the 24th J wrote to the Preſident and Select Committee 
gl following Letter, on a the ſubjet of the grain at Pulicat'' Sith 


77 Camp South of Palar, PR 7 POP 


This is the firſt day that for months paſt I have Dag it in N power 
4 to dedicate to amy own private affairs. 


4 Wo N LOSE 
- Lo — * 
©. 3 N K. * 
* * * 3 3 


6 The moſt nafrial concern which! ia that way 1 find wyſelf engaged 


in, 18 the perſonal obli igation by contraQ which'l laid myſelf under 
D in 


1 


Letter to the 


Select Com- 


mittee, 24 h 


April 4783. 


( 26 ) 


“ in the time of our greateſt diſtreſs, and with the apprehenſion of a 
“ famine, before and after the ſtorm in October 1782 (and I believe 1 
% mentioned my intention in this reſpect to your Lordſhip, &c. in 
© Committee, about that time), requeſting of Captain Lyſaght to uſe 
4 his influence and credit to the northward, and by all means poſſible 

to ſend rice and other grain to Pulicat, or even to Madras, and that I 
* ſhould anfwer to him with my private fortune to give twenty pagodas 
ce the garce more if required, above the rate paid by arenas, at 
the time of landing. 


The demands are now, and have been for ſome time made upon me 
« for the rice and other grain landed at Pulicat in the months of f 
« November and December, and ſome in January. I deſired Captain 
„ Smith commanding there to take charge of it. Part of that rice has 
at different times come in aid of the troops paſſing and repaſſing at 
4 Pulicat, and was paid for in ready money ſixteen garce, as I think, 
1 by Captain Smith's letters, appear to have been taken by order of 
« Government, in the month of February, as three months proviſion 
for the garriſon of Pulicat. It ſeems to have been done without 
_ * aſking the conſent of the perſons concerned, only that they were 
«" deſired to ſettle for it at Madras; bur as it was for the ſervice, I 
« defired no further notice to be taken of it. I find that the quantity 
« of rice or other grain remaining, imported at the times and in the 
* manner above mentioned, and now in good condition at Pulicat, is 
« about fiſty-eight Madras garce, all which is ready to be delivered for 
« the public ſervice, to the order of Government, paying to Captain 
, Lyſaght the rates at the time of 1 importation. 


= 


> At the above period, when the diſtreſs of the Settlement, and my 
« own particular anxiety concerning the army, led me to run the 


« riſk I have done, I did myſelf the honour to acquaint his Excel- 


[9 


= 


cellency Sir Eyre Coote, then in Bengal, of what I had done, and 


I was favoured with his anſwer, that he did not doubt my being 
8 5 ——— held 


N 


C 
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held free from loſs, as to my | private fortune; and that ſo far as 
his influence could operate, it would be for that purpoſe. 


J have not had an hour's leiſure to look over the accounts; but 

1 ſhould ſuppoſe that the allowance of Government for the months 
of November and December, paid to Captain Lyſaght, or his at- 
* tornies here, tor the 16 garce taken in the manner. I have men- 
| tioned, and for the 58 garce now remaining at Pulicat (upon the 
J delivery of it to Government), by bills on Bengal, at 200 pagodas 
the garce, the bazar exchange will almoſt ſettle the account. If 
demands are made upon me for additional payments, in conſequence 
3 of my offer of 20 pagodas the garce more, I ſhall tate it e! 
but none have as yet been made. . 


n 


Is « « However, as my fortune is engaged fo conſiderably for the whole 
1 amount, 2 6 muſt requeſt your Lordſhip, &c. will, in confi deration of 
| the motives that led me to it, pleaſe to direct the payment to Captain 5 
Lyſaght, or his attornies at Madras, for the former 16, and what 
remains, vis. 58 garce (if ſo much) 1 in the manner as now ſtated. 


Having left the papers concerning this buſineſs at Madras, 1 weak 
from memory, but I think the whole quantity already received by 
1 Government, and remaining at Pulicat, does not excked 74 garce, : 
| beſides what has been fold for ready money. fs | 


| (Signed) | 15 64 © JAMS STUART. 5 


Having received no anſwer to my letter of the 24th April t to the ö 
Select Committee, and as I was then going upon ſervice, willing to 
avoid any future diſputes or embarraſſments either to myſelf or to my 
heirs, from unſettled pecuniary, engagements of conſiderable magnitude, 
I took occaſion in a ſeparate letter to the Preſidenit Lord Macartney, 
on the 13th May 1783, to write to him the A Paragraph © on 


. 4 S 2 7 | \ % 44 15 J 2 ** 


the ſubje&t of the Pulicat | rice. b g 
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From Major General STuarT to the Preſident Lord Macanrxzr. 


Comp, Permacoil, May 13, 178 3. 


Letter o ftv And now before I ſend off this (private) letter, will your Lordſhip 
tea % allow me to lie under an obligation to you, by attending to the con- 
*. 1275 * tents of my letter wrote ten days ago, concerning the demand made 
upon me for the rice remaining at Pulicat, and commiſſioned by me 
1015 


in October and November laſt? It is a very ſerious matter with me, 
« even to delay the buſineſs; however, I may be certain of loſing 
”" nothing ultimately, by reference to Bengal, and to Sir Eyre Coote's 


letters, after communicating what I had done to the Governor 
_ 


| ® * $5XKA-5.5 £4253 bh 1454 CF 75gt bu "gp 
| General. ; A 


5 * I fay, my Lord, you will | oblige me 0 removing che Aer bf | 
* law-ſuit, in taking (on account of the Company) the grain chat 
'& remains with Captain Smith at Pulicat, ordered at my riſk, as re- 


. Prelented in may letter” 1d "the Select Committee, ſouth of f Palar, | 
e April. . e f 


60 « 1 am fun liable, after that, 2 che 20 14 * garee . 
« { the Company s price; it is che only thing of mine unſettled; I got 
1 © into the ſcrape irom public motives, and from perhaps too much 
Warmth. of temper. I never had a private concern or profit of any 
__ fort, on what is called trade or bufineſs. I never had an advantage 

from perquiſite, or what is called bazar, in any ſtation; and ſurely 
« your Lordſhip: would not think it right that I ſhould ſuffer from this 5 
0 grain buſineſs being delayed. It is a buſineſs Which 1 truſt to your 
4 favour to ſettle, ſo as no demands may affect my brother and heir 
© 8; univerſal, Andrew Stuart, in whoſe name I alſo make the requeſt.” 


1107 9410 
On the 24th of June 178, 3 full ſeven days after M. Suffrein and 
the French fleet had got into Cuddalore roads, I wrote again to Lord 
Nacartney, on the ſubject of the rice, as follows: 
N 2 Camp 


k#) 


<P, Camp before Cuddalore, Func 24, 1 78 4 
585 1 have neyer yet, my Lord, been honoured with your anſwer to 
6 the requeſt 1 made you to have your. good offices that Government 
e thould on their account take Captain Lyſaght's rice, which under 


Letter to 
Lord Macart- 
ney, June 24, 


1783. 


“certain circumſtances I commiſſioned for the public, and 1s now in 


” charge of Captain Smith at Pulicat.” 


No anſwer was ever an to me either Sik the, Select Com- 
mittee or by Lord Macartney, to any of the three Preceding 


letters; of this I had reaſon to complain in every point of view, 


but more particularly from this conſideration, becauſe if they had 


in due ccurſe acquainted me that they were reſolved not to take 


the grain on the public account, and to refuſe me any aid for ex- 


tricating myſelf from the engagement I had come under, I ſhould moſt 


undoubtedly have ordered the remains of the rice and grain to have 5 
been ſent at my riſk from the Pulicat magazine to the army at Cudda- 


lore, which would have removed the neceſſity of the preſent applica- 
tion for reimburſement, as the rice and grain then at Pulicat would 


have bore a much higher value and price with the army in the neigh- 


bourhood of Cuddalore; but this opportunity was loſt, entirely from the 
circumſtance of my not receiving any anſwer to the letters which 1 had 
written in, April, A9P> pag, June,, to Lord Macartney and the Select 
kammer. 6 8 

As no Intimation was given to me af any intention on the part of the 
Aae Government to decline what had been propoſed by me in the 
letters reſpecting the grain, it was natural to conclude that they had 
adopted the propoſition of receiving the remains of the grain at Pu- 
licat for the public account; however, as there was a poſſibility that it 


might be otherwiſe, and as the army under my command at Cuddalore 
Vas then in great diſtreſs, from the want of rice, I wrote on the firſt 


of f July 178 3 to Pe Smith at Pulicat as follows: 
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Camp "FM Cuddalore, Fuly I, 1783, 


4 7 Wee wrote repeatedly to Lord Macartney concerning our friend 
\Lyſaght's grain, without receiving any anfwer. If nothing is done, 
and the Government have not taken it, I am to deſire you will at 
any rate immediately hire veſſels to bring here the whole remaining, 
and as much more as you can procure, by ſea, under convoy of the 
Admiral, or even to follow him.” 


mn 


K 


0 


(1 


0 


* 


* 


In anſwer to this letter 1 received the following from Captain Smith, ; 
dated Pulicat, July 9, 178 3: . a | 


I did not receive your two letters of the Giſt . laſt night, 
$6] am extremely ſorry that no notice has been taken of your appli- 
« cation concerning the rice, for if it is not ſoon diſpoſed of, it muſt 
* inevitably ſpoil. I ſhould moſt readily comply with your requeſt, 
« but. there is not a veſſel to be hired at this place, and there is no 


* 


„ other way of removing the grain but by ſending veſſels from Ma- 


« dras to fetch it, and as ſoon as they arrive heres, nothing ſhall. be 


0 wanted on my part to expedite the embarkation,” 


This letter from Captain Smith, of the th of July, did not ec my 


hands till after my return to Madras, which was on the 16th of 


July; and ſome days after my return 1 peruſed he: Minutes 
of the Select Committee, which had been entered in the Records 
during my abſence on ſervice: there I found that the letter I had 
written to them on the 24th of April 1783, on the ſubject of the grain, 
had been duly received, and that a reſolution had been taken thereupon 
in my abſence, though no notice was ever ſent to me of that reſolution, 


vrhich was entered in the Minutes at the date of 29th April 1783, in 


theſe words: : * The Committee have only to obſerve on the tranſaction 
« relative to the rice at Pulicat, the General had' no authority from 
% Government for the part which he relates to have taken in it, nor 
0 ever r applied for ſuch authority, although he was then at the Pre- 

* ſidency 3 


& ſidency; and the Committee POT cannot think themſelves war- 
e ranted to make the Company anſwerable for the conſequences.” 


Unfortunately for me, a profound filence was kept with regard to 
this reſolution entered on the Minutes of the 29th of April, and being 
led into error from that ſilence, the opportunity was loſt of turning 


the grain. to the beſt account. . 


It was not til the 24th of July 178 4, lady days afier my return to 
Madras, that for the firſt time I had any idea of the reſolution 
above mentioned. 


I took occaſion therefore on the 5th I Auguſt 178 4 to Ns the 
following letter to the Preſident and Select Committee: 


F rom Major General Sruakr to the Selebt Committee of Fort St, George, 
| | ſent in circulation. 


Auguft 755 1783. 3. 

« Tn the month of November laſt monſoon, and about the time of 
6 the hurricane, in the extreme diſtreſs of this Settlement, with the 
moſt probable proſpect of famine, in the midſt of war, and without 
« the protection of our fleet, my perſonal anxious feelings for the 


ee 


« diſtreſs of the army and the followers (reſtricted to half the uſual 


« quantity of rice) induced me, at my own perſonal riſk, to com- 
* miſſion from the northern Circars, at 200 pagodas the garce, and 


20 pagodas premium, as much as could be landed at Pullcat, Of 


rice, and other grain in proportion, at a certain time. 


« The perſon whom I applied to for his credit and influence in the 


« Circars on this occaſion, was Captain Lyſaght, who has with great 


5 juſtice made a demand upon me for the money. The rice and other 


£ 


La 


grain was landed at Puticat, and put in charge of Captain Smith, 


ev 


for the uſe of the army. 


« It appears from Captain Smith's letters, that in, the times of the 
_ greateſt ditreſs, particularly when the battalions went to Nellore, 
under 


by 


6 


ſl, © * 
11 


ce under OR Biſhop, during * the monſoon, that his vas? came 
66 | greatly ; in aid to the Company's 8 troops paſſing to the northward.” 


's ien . of 
W Twelve garce | of this very rice was taken by the order of Ebe- 
« ment for the public ſervice, without any authority of the owner, or 
the perſon who had it in charge. Captain Smith had my orders to 
„ conſider it for the ſervice! of the public, and ge ee becauſe 
© he wiſhed to give previous notice of the demand. Bas 3507 


. On the 24th 6-1 April, as appears by the accompanying tee! I 
« wrote a letter to the Select Committee upon this buſineſs, Juſt before 
« I was going upon the laſt ſervice, requeſting they would, from the 
% motives of my conduct, receive the rice remaining at Pulicat on the 
« public account, at the rate allowed at the time of its importation. 
„ The letter was undoubtedly received, becauſe I now ſee by the 
12 Minutes, ſome reſolution was then come to, but. never had ihe 
% honour to receive any anſwer to that letter wrote from: Chingleput $7 and 
it is ſince my return (not many days ago) that I have heard. of a 
quantity, exceeding 50 garce, remaining at Pulicat at my riſk, 
« although, during that period, rice has been fent there from the flores 
„here for the uſe of the troops. , 


What J have now to aſk from the Menken af 0 Committee i is, 
„ Whether, after this los of time, they will favour me ſo far as to 


receive the remaining quantity of rice thus imported into the publie 
ſtores for the public uſe, as was my original intention ? 


. 


00 Being no merchant or geilen and too late in life to begin a 
“trade, I am willing to ſtand to the whole loſs, if the Government of 
Bengal does not think i proper, or erntete or 90h. to Feen me 
"M from loſs i in any part. 1 40 | 
«Ta demand now made upon me exceeds 14,000 pagodas. Ee 
* alk nothing from this Government, but the certainty that rice or 
other grain has been received for the public uſe to a certain extent. 


„ In a word, their receipts on chis occafion is all the favour 1 "oy | to 


(e 


[ & } 


« aſk, and doubtleſs, whatever may be my fate in this buſineſs, i I 
* fad becomes 3 in ſo far an aid to the ſervice here. 'N 


aun den (Signed) Pre 10 JaMs STUART. T 
F340 167, O a1. 7 


The . of the Preſident 04 Select Commicte, in conſe- 


guenes of this letter, were as follows: ; GET 


Upon the 15th of Auguſt 2783, lle Deputy Fee . me Gs 
note, encloſing a copy of the opinions given by the Preſident. Lord 


Mac rtney, and the other Members of the Select Committee, on the 
den of OF, this and of the reſolution then taken by them on that 


1 eee given hey! the kern! Members» were in theſe words: 


r Opinion. eee 


«1 4 40 don't fee what this Government has to do ike the General's 


. CE rice tranſaction. What Captain Smith delivered for the troops at 
2 Puticat' ſhould be paid for at the price the General charges; but as 


«to the remainder, 1 conceive this Government has: nothin to do 
. ; CENT 8 
| 0 wich * Mee ln 


Gee) 0 with M. N 


Mr. SADLEIR' 8 Opinion. 


e I: am of opinion that General Stuart might direct the Alſpofa of 


« the rice remaining, and refer the ſubject of his letter to the con- 
"© ſideration of thoſe who approved of the proceedings. 


(Signed) « A. 8. 


Mr. Darib ion 's Opinion. 


I am ſorry for the General's embarraſſinent in this rice tranfaction, | 


« hut he has brought it on himſelf ; the buſineſs was unſanctioned by 
00 Government. The Company's rice is now ſelling by wholeſale and 
| 6 retall, at an immenſe diſcount. I do not therefore' ſee any remedy, 
573 « but. what muſt be at the expence of we Company. * 

eee 


Aug. 1783. 
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Mr. Wits Opinion: 167290 mami oanarter e hat 


« 
& 
te 


ce 


cc 


« 


ee 


6c 


As it appears to me that General Seay auld: not dae been 
actuated from any other motive than that of ſerving the public in 
the time of our diſtreſs for want of grain; ; and as it alſo appears 


that ſome part of his rice had been taken from Captain Smith, for 


the uſe of the Company 8 troops marching to the northward, 1 


cannot but be of opinion his application for bills on Bengal, for the 


amount of grain he had imported at Pulicat from the Circars at his 


own private riſk, ſhould be complied with. It is certain (whatever a 
the motives. may be) that the General was very irregular in men- 
tioning this purchaſe of grain to Sir Eyre Coote, in expectation of 
his ſupport and influence for its payment, as he was at the date of 
that letter under the immediate controul of the Select Committee, to 
© whom he ought of right to have applied for the reimburſement of 
his money. If the other Members of the Committee ſhould en- 


tertain a different opinion of this tranſaction, 1 think. the General 


40 Should be directed to apply to Bengal for redreſs; I particularly as he 


was encouraged in making this demand on the WS by the 
late Sir Eyre Coote, a member of the Supreme Board. 


(Signed) N NM. W. * 


'ReSOLUTION, i 


As the rice the Company have in ſtore i is now ſelling to the i in- 


habitants, the Committee cannot conſent to receive re Stuart 8 rice. 


A true extract. 
yp (Signed) 1 0 W. 0. JACKSON, Dy Sec. 


4 
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«4 
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Having thus traced the progreſs of the various incidents relating to 


Ba, rice buſineſs down to the 15th of Auguſt 1783, when the Preſident 
and Select Committee finally refuſed any aid for extricating me 
from the loſs to which I was expoſed, I muſt. beg leave, Gentlemen, 


to requeſt your attention for a moment to the very peculiar circum- 
ſtances of this affair. 


1 e The 


is) 


The babe and Select Committee at Madras could not but be 
ſatisfied that the engagement I came under to Major Lyſaght had pro- 


ceeded entirely from zeal for the public ſervice, without any view of 


pecuniary profit to myſelf, and accordingly, it never was alleged or 
inſinuated from any quarter, that any intereſted views had ever given 


riſe to the undertaking on my part, or that in fact I had ever received, 
directly or indirectly, one farthing of benefit, or pecuniary advantage, 
from. the. tranſactions, relating to the grain. Upon that ground of itſelf, 


it might have been expected that the Government at Madras ſhould 
have been diſpoſed to lend their aid to the Commander of an army, 


who from anxiety for the proper ſuſtenance and ſupport of that army, 
had involved himſelf in difficulties, by pledging his. own fortune and 
credit for proviſions to them, even if it were allowed that there had 
been ſome degree of raſhneſs and imprudence in this meaſure on his 
part, and alſo ſuppoſing that the proviſion of grain ſo made under the 


- apprehenſion of a great ſcarcity, approaching almoſt to famine, had 
from the courſe of ſubſequent events been found to be of little or no 


benefit to thoſe for whoſe uſe it was originally intended, 


But adly, The reaſons for the Madras Government afording their 
| aid in this caſe. were greatly increaſed, from the benefit and utility 


which accrued to the public from the proviſion of rice and other grain 
thus made at Pulicat. The proofs of the benefits derived from it, on 


ſeveral occaſions, may be ſeen in the Appendix, and in addition to 


theſe, the events already mentioned, which happened in the month 


of January 1783, deſerve to be conſidered as affording a material proof 
of the propriety and utility of the meaſure, for it has been ſhewn, that 
at that period the French fleet were upon the Coaſt completely maſters 
at ſea, and could intercept all proviſions. deſtined for Madras, or the 


adjacent parts of the Coaſt; and it has alſo been ſhowh, that intelligence 


was received of an intention on the part of the French to carry the 
ſeat of war to the nortliward of Madras, in which caſe, the ſtore of 
rice and grain at Palicat, both that part reſerved at my deſire for the 
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exigency of ſervice, and likewiſe whatever had been brought by my 

general encouragement, and in Captain Smith's ſeparate: management, 
muſt have come materially in aid for ee the ne ceffities of our 
84 in any movement to, the northward. - Vn nes 


* 


TI $97 $4 454+ * 7 * 4 


dy, The Select Committee at Madras, 9 tele own adds were 
precluded from throwing u upon me any loſs that mi; ght ariſe from the 
proviſion of grain made by my means at Pulicat ; \ 0. it 4 app pears, th at 
in the month of February 178 3 they, by their own äche). oy 
without conſulting me, ordered a conſiderable quantity of the grain 
which, at my riſk, and by my order, had been laid up in ſtore in 
Pullcat, and ente makes F nnd = the 1 charged y de 1 


amount of * months proviſions of rice for that garriſon.” 1 Ill b 
i proved by a correſpondence on this ſubject between Captain Smith, Bilder : 
whoſe charge theſe ſtores then were by my appointment, and Mr. Roſs, 

the Company 8 agent at the Preſidency, and Mr. Frith, the Company's 
paymaſter at Pulicat, from which correſpondence, i it appears that Captain 
Smith on the iſt of February 1783, acquainted Mr. Roſs, © That there 
„ was not a grain of rice at Pulicat, excepting what Captain Lyſaght 
had ſent there by particular defire of General Wein who made v 
„ ſelf anſwerable to 1 him 200 e per ape buen QOLUENOE 


* 1 to this letter, Captain Smith received. the following, letter 
from Mr. Roſs, dated Fort St. George, February 7, 1783 1 have 
received your letter, dated the 1ſt February, and have laid i it before 
the Governor (Lord Macartney), but his Lordſhip directed me to 
« repeat his orders to Mr. Frith, namely, to poſſeſs himſelf of three 


* months rice for the garrifon of Pulicat, and to refer the owners to 2 tle 
« with this Government.” | 


Accordingly Captain Smith was in a manner | compelled by theſe 
orders, ſignified to him from the Governor, to deliver out to the gar- 


riſon at Pulicat three months proviſion of rice, which was wholly out 
* of 


En 
of. the ſtores which had been * by me; 3 and. this was gone 


without any 1 from the eng. ul Select Committee 1 


me on the bie 


1e 
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Ge of two — muſt be adihitted; either that the wore and 
Select Committee at Madras, at that time, underſtood the ſtores at 


Pulicat to be on the public account, or that they underflood them to be 


ſolely and excluſively my pri vate property. In the firſt caſe, they, ] had 
a good right to do what they did, by ordering three months proviſion 


of rice to be taken from theſe ſtores for the uſe of the garriſon. 3 In 


the ſecond caſe, they! had no manner of right whatever to interfere with x 
my, private; property, without my conſent, and l might have been — 
liberty, if ſo diſpoſed, to have put any price upon it I pleaſed, for 


compenſating, the loſs at one period by the gain at another period ; but 
leaſt. of all could the Governor or Select Committee be entitled to 


” I.E i © 


interfere with, and make uſe of thoſe ſtores at Pulicat, as public pro- 


perty, at one time when! it ſuited their convenience, and then to throw 


it upon me as private property at another time, when it fuited their 
intentions to involve me in every loſs that could ariſe from: a change of 
circumſtances. 


--4thly,. The conduct of the | Preſident and Select Committee, in 


* from giving me any anſwer to the letters before mentioned, 
written by me in the months of April, May, and June 17833 their 
abſtaining alſo from any communication of the reſolution entered 


on their minutes on the 29th of April, and various other ſteps of their 
conduct towards me, in relation to this buſineſs of the grain at Pulicat, 


ought to make them, rather than me, reſponſible for any loſs: that 
might ultimately ariſe on it, and ſhould have had the effect of pre- 


cluding them from the reſolution they finally: e of W een the 
loſs upon me. 


When all theſe particulars are attended. to, I cannot avoid. noſis 
ing myſelf, Gentlemen, that you will think I had good reaſon to be 


ſurpriſed and hurt by the opinions delivered by ſome of the members 
of 


—  — 
BS annie 
= 


— „ 1 8 1 Py _ 
3 — — — — * — 1 — 
= 8 — 2 * — — 22 — COIs 2 2 
Sr * 8 a; 7 
$ * Bos 


OE ly Fer an one 0 AE ne 
- 1 0 2 8 
. 


93 2 Da on, Z N : 
4 RE 3 8 E 


—_— Er UI 


— — 
— — 


— — - 


= IIS - 
— 


4 
14 
* 
- 
ts 2 _ Fo A — FIST" * — 3 ma — — A - - * „ 1 . . 2 _ 22 e . 1 222 -_ N 2 — — - EIS 2 
a 7 7 —— - * — 5 . 2 : j _ 2 4; N n we AMA 254 2 % 8 - N 2 2 2 * 
: r r rr ˙—e,(ũtQF or oe en ee ee get. ns. n = dS _Y" n ne 8 * * : 2 * , * on ern n * 
2 . * — . M1 1 2 2 ” ds ; BOIL A 293% % r . {at?: - . . 5 + — - r * 1 — — — — _—_ ; = 
— "ee. 2 — = 8 » 8 OV * * * Ig es cock - we * — * * 2 — 8 7 * ww een ob OE da 1 . I * 4 Kinds — 1 . - "A N 5 8 N — 
ny . . . — * > 4 "4 - Ls > 2 ds 9 75 — | — - - ” EO SL — , - >; 
5 — W 5 » TE Fog Lo Ber RE Arn ps YAO SS. nd 2 rr ry — 1 GOES * A 5 D e 1 . . * — 
> . 2 8 822 s — * » 5 - -4 8 TIF — — 6 * — OE IE EL Ine. > nu I \ — _ = 
er D 9 Se" . w ins > orgs een * 8 ” l 


— 


43) 


of the Select bil 4 in Avaſt 178 3s when oy tobk their final 
reſolution: upon this buſineſs of the grain. 1 


AA 


e opinion delivered by the Preſident Lord Macartney, upon that 
occaſion, has been already ſtated, and from the peruſal of the terms in 


which it is expreſſed, it will not appear extraordinary that the very 


brief manner his Lordſhip took of throwing upon me a heavy loſs, 
without taking notice of any one of the favourable circumſtances in 
ſupport of 'my claim, ſhould have been felt as harſh and unkind both 
in ſubſtance and in form ; but waving every circumſtance of that ſort, 
I preſs the conſideration of this matter upon you, Gentlemen, only on 
the ground of the injuſtice of the determination, after: all "ob incidents 


which had happened! in relation to the * in queſtion. 2 6 


From the peruſal of the opinions of the four members of yo 4 
Committee, preſent in Auguſt 178 3, at the deliberations on my claim 


for relief, it appears that the opinion of the Preſident for diſmiſſing 1 my 
claim completely, without affording any proſpect or chance of relief, 


Was adopted only by one member of the Committee; ; two of them were 


evidently againſt the meaſure of rejeCting it, and pointed out the | pro- 
priety of my applying to the Supreme Council at Bengal for relief; 5 


and as J was at that time alſo a member of the Select Committee at 


Madras, it may be preſumed that if it was competent to me to have a 
voice upon that occaſion, my ſentiments would have coincided with 


thoſe of the two members who propoſed the reference to the Supreme 
Council in Bengal. | 


"Accordingly that plan of {ferent to Bengal was adopted! Wo 
me; but in the firſt place. I followed the advice given in Mr. 
Sadleir's opinion, by taking the firſt opportunity of ſelling and 
converting into caſh the remainder of the ſtores of grain at Puli- 
cat. This I did, by ordering that grain to be ſent to markets 
ſouth of the Coleroon river, in the Tanjore country, where it brought 
a better price than there was any reaſon to expect at that time, after 

| the 


( 39 ) 


che Liſirelſes Which exiſted in the time of war had ceaſed. The price 
thus received, is credited in the account inſerted at the end of Ap- 
pendix N- Ls and in ſo, far has conſiderably , diminiſhed the extent 
of the loſs upon the totality, of theſe tranſaQions. 20 80 


| In the months of © Auguſt, September, and October 178 z, Major 
| T-yſaght became extremely anxious for ſettling the grain account, and 
for receivitig/i UNSURE ee 1 the n due to bim. LE YOON 


FRY & 
; 10 SR 2. L tie 43 2 


On the 2oth: as nden 1 583 3 1 uk ara to ning the Pre- 1 * o, 
Adept and Select Committee at Madras that a demand had been me 
upon me by Major Lyſaght, for a ſum exceeding fourteen thouſand 


"ig yy 


DT the value of rice and other grain ordered by me, and at my 


riſk, to be put in ſtore at Pulicat, for the uſe of the troops; - and, from 
the very. peculiar circumſtances in which I then ſtood, I requeſted to 
know 66 Whether I had the permiſſion of the Select Committee to 
« addreſs_ myſelf on this particular buſineſs to the Government of 
6 Bengal for relief, having had aſſurances from Sir Eyre Coote that 
« what I did was approved of ;. and that he doubted not of the aſſitt- 


« ance of Bengal to prevent my ſuffering any loſs? 


The following anſwer from the Select Committee was ratimated? 4 to- 
me on that day: 


That they had no objection to General Stuart's ig the 
« Governor General of Bengal, provided the. letter was ſent to- them 
« unſealed.” 


The letter which was addreſſed to the Supreme Council on this par- 
ticular buſineſs has been tranſmitted from Bengal to the Court of 
Directors. It is dated Fort St. Geort, OQober Q, I 783, The follow- 
ing is an extract: 


1 , 4 f nean 54 4 


In the hurry of public Ls it was not poflible for me to eee mo 


40 pay the due attention to wy private affairs. They are e into 8 


4 confuſion. 2 e 
| f 4 8 


cc 


«6 2 


C 


** A S 


ng 


0 


" 


$6 famine laſt year, about this time, and from a wiſh at every riſk, to | 


vl 


5 6 At the time when the rice for the uſe of the army was reduced 
: from five hundred to two hundred and fifty bags daily, I ſaw the 


that 1 ordered, on my own credi t, as much as could be had in the | 


by the book with extracts of letters you will ſee how! it came in aid 
of the public ſervice. . 


f The Preſident, as you there ſee, took from the ſtore by force! 
when he eſſentially wanted it, and what. he wanted ; and when the 


I was on fervice, and could not attend to this buſineſs till after thoſe 
gentlemen recalled me in July, when, to my utter ſurpriſe, I found 
a demand made upon me for upwards of ſixteen thouſand (16,000) 
pagodas for the grain ſent, and above fifty garce of rice remaining 
at waſte and loſs at Pulicat; and the price reduced nearly half. a 
As I never had any mercantile tranſaction in my life, and did not 
know how to turn myſelf, I put the whole into an honeſt black 


advantage, but not till after this Government had abſolutely refuſed 


„to receive it (even upon meaſurement ), and when I told them 1 
ſhould truſt to payment from Bengal. 


( 40. ) 
« One particular very great loſs incurred is owing to an act of public 
exertion on my part, which had the ſanction of our late Commander 
in Chief, and of which I acquainted Mr. Gregory, in my ſeparate 
correſpondence z ; and I am now, Gentlemen, to apply to you for 
your aſſiſtance to relieve me from the ſerious preſent difficulty which 
I was led into from the anxiety of my temper and apprehenſion of 


prevent, in fact, the diſbanding of that very army, which by keeping 
the field (to ſay no more of its merit) bar. ſaved this country. 


neceſſity of finding ſome reſource elſewhere than in this place; ; fo 


Circars, to be ſent to Pulicat. It arrived in December 17823 and 


public exigencies as well as the price fell, the remainder was not 
received, though offered for the uſe of the public. 


merchant's hands (Nagapah-Chitty) to diſpoſe of to the beſt 


66 Afier 


— 


(4) 


— 


After lating this, and referring, as mentioned, to a book, where 
«it will appear in what way this rice came in aid of the public ſervice 


« during the laſt monſoon, I have now only in ſhort to Nate to you 
© the facts as in the incloſed account, which I have Ggned,” as being 


6 to the beſt of my knowledge, and from the papers in my poſſeſſion, 


« and the demands upon me, the exact account, as s nearly a as 1 can 
&: "ng 5 in my preſent ſituation, | 1 7 


L © # 


«np, 8. As it is an aid of public money ew 1 W I coke VEL occa- 


« ſion to declare, that ¶ had no other motive on earth but for the ſervice 


„ —that no benefit has accrued direftly or indirectly to me, but, on the 


econtrary, that the deficiency or loſs, as ſtated, muſt affect my private 


* ae if not reheved NF: the Government of Bengal. 
TO TT Ia (Signed) bes JAMS STUART.” 1 


* + 2 . 


1 50 was any polbbility of my receiving an anſwer Soom 


þ to the preceding letter, 1 had left Madras, as appears from the 
Records in your. poſſeſſion. In the month of April 1784 I arrived in 
England; and ſince my arrival have had intelligence from India of 
the proceedings of the Governor General and Supreme Council 
of Bengal, at different periods, on the ſubject of my claim for 
redreſs; from theſe proceedings 1 have the ſatisfaction to find that 


the Supreme Council in Bengal have_ſhewn every proper diſpoſition 


on their part to do me juſtice, as far as in their Power, by ſending 


home to the Court of Directors repeated recommendations of my 


claim. The firſt of which is contained in their general letter of the 
29: December 176 3, ad is in : theſe words : e N 


Extra: FROM ws, Bengal . en to the. Honourable the Court of 
Directors, dated December 31, e e 


Far. gar In our conſultations, noted on the margin, FIRE ob- 


ſerve a letter from Major General Stuart, dated th of October, in 


“ which the General repreſents to us the loſs which he has ſuſtained 
in his private fortune from the reſentment of the Madras Govern- 
F * ent; 


_ Conſult. 
10th Dec, 


(42) 
ment, and eſpecially from their conduct in regard to a large quantity 
of grain which he Provided on a critical occaſion for the public 
ſervice in laſt year. General Stuart declares to us, that he derived 
not any perſonal benefit, directly or indirectly, from this ſupply; 
but we have it not in our power, nor, if we had, does it belong to 
us to relieve him. It reſts, therefore, with your Honourable Court. 
We think that General Stuart s claim on the Compan y for the reimburſe- | 


ment of his loſſes, is reaſonable and juſt, ſuppoſi ing the fads to be as he has 
&® Rated them, and beg leave to recammeny it in firong terms to your 


6 JOGGER attention. 


be The correſpondence incloſed in General Stuart's letter to us, and 
« on which he in a great meaſure founds his pretenſions to re- 


bs payment, is tranſmitted to you a number 1 in this addreſs.” 


At a ſubſequent period in the year 1786, this a matter came again 


under the conſideration of the Supreme Council of Bengal, as will be 


found 1n the Bengal conſultations at the dates of the 5th of April and 


28th of Auguſt 1786; on the firſt of which dates, the Bengal Council 
vote to the Governor and Council at Madras for their opinion on the 
juſtice of my claim; and in conſequence of the anſwer which the 


Government at Bengal received from that of Madras, dated 14th May 
1786, the Supreme Council at Bengal, by a paragraph i in their general 
letter of the 28th Auguſt 1786, took occaſion again to recommend my 


claim to the Honourable the Court of Directors in the following terms: 


w General Letter from Bengal, dated Avguſt 28, 1786. 


Par. 388. © On the 1ſt February 1784, a letter was addreſſed to 
« our ſecretary by Mr. William Balfour of Fort St. George, tranſmit- 
ting, by directions received from Major General Stuart before he 
left that Settlement, a book with extracts of letters, explanatory of 


8 %a claim which the General had preferred to us before his departure, 
for ſtar pagodas 9807 : 19: 9, being the expence which he had 
. incurred by laying i In a ſtore of rice for the public ſervice at Pulicat, 


cc in 


{s). 


« in the courſe of the year L782, and for which 8. had the ſanction of 
6 the late Lieutenant Gen Sir Exre, Cote. 


WF" 1 
5 71 in. 
711 1 | "538 KF 
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and Council at Fort St. George on the 5th April laſt, and requeſted 
C that we might. be favoured with their ſentiments on the juſtice of 
« General Stuart' 8 claim, that it might be ſent by an early diſpatch to 
4 your Honourable Court, to whom we referred the ſubje& very par- 


0 ticularly in our general letter from the Sekret Department, "AE 
date the 3it December 1783. eee e e 40 


4 12 

N 2 
I 

s | 


1 390. 5 0 Your Preſident and Council at Fort St. George have 3 in 
cc 

9 ſubject of General Stuart” 8 demand, and acquainted us, that although 
« it appears that the General proceeded without authortity from that 


IAR. E 


1 Government in laying in a ſtore of rice at Pulicat; vet, as they 


« were unwilling to believe that he was actuated by any other 


Wy motives than thoſe of forwarding the public ſervice, they hoped we 
3 would repreſent bis claim in a favourable manner to the Court of 


6 Directors. 


— 


74 
it. 


391. We certainly are of opinion, that Curt Stzart's als is 
„ 7uſtly founded; and we think moreover, that he has a. conſiderable ſhare 
, merit in the proviſion which he made for the public ſervice from his 
«own funds, and at the hazard of ſu uffering the loſs which has hitherto 
66 accrued to him from it ; we therefore«preſume to recommend his caſe to 
« your articular notice, and that the compenſation which the General has 


« requeſted may be granted to tim.” = 0 188. 18 


8 


1 15 1 it my 5 0 Gentlemen, thus to 1 under” your 
view a full, faithful, and accurate ſtate of the foundations of the claim 


which! is now ſubmitted to your conſideration ; and i in performing that 
F 2 duty, 


3655 N « We tranſmitted a copy of thoſe papers to your prelident 


1 conſequence. forwarded to us extracts from their records on the 


| "EW © 
duty, it became indiſpenſably neceſſary that an hiſtorical and connected 


account ſhould be given of all the progreſſive ſteps and incidents relat- 


ing to that claim, from its origin down to the laſt recommendation 


from the Supreme Council of Bengal, which · arrived in this country 


only in the month of March in this preſent year 1787. 
In a matter of this ſort, I am ſenſible that it is impoſſible to form 


a juſt judgment upon the n, without taking into conſideration the 


ſituation of the country at theſtime when I: was firſt induced to inter- 


poſe my credit for the benefit of the public, and without having a 


complete view alſo of all the circumſtances of my conduct, connected 


with that tranſaction, during the period in which theſe matters were 
agitated in India. i 


Any imperfect and abridged account of theſe. matters, müll die 
had the APPrarance of a partial narration and if I had merely made 


we reference i in general terms to what might be found on the Company” 9 
records } in relation to my claim, that mode of preſenting the matter to 
your view, would not only have been unſatisfactory, but might pro- 
bably have occaſioned to you more time and trouble than the eee 


of thoſe proofs, when collected and arranged in the order of en 


the manner that has been obſerved in this addreſs. 


It is not merely on account of the pecuniary conſideration (though | 


that of itſelf 1 is a matter of too great conſequence for me to relinquiſh) 
that I have been thus anxious that the circumſtances of the caſe ſhould _ 


be fully underſtood ; but I own that I am happy to embrace the natural 


opportunity Holde me of ſubmitting to the ſtricteſt examination, 
the particulars of my conduct during the period alluded to in the 
courſe of this letter, from which you may be able to judge whether 
it was ſuch as became a faithful and zealous ſervant of the Faſt India 

Company. ; | 
With this view the Appendixes hereto annexed contain not only thoſe 
proofs which have been ſpecially referred to in the courſe of this letter, 
. 1 


( 4s ) 


as relating to the rice and grain provided by my means for the public 
ſervice, but likewiſe the copies of ſome official minutes and papers, 
which may incidentally throw light upon the principles of my general 
conduct, at that critical period of your affairs. 


The ſeveral accounts given in to me, either in the life- time of Major 
Lyſaght, or ſince his death by his executors, in relation to the Pulicat 
grain, are inſerted in the Appendix, Noe I. where will alſo, be found 
the correſpondence between Major Lyſaght and me, in Auguſt, 
September, and October 1783, when I was very much preſſed for the 
payment of the grain account; and likewiſe the correſpondence between | 
Major Lyſaght's executors and my attornies at Madras, fince the time 
of my leaving India; and in the ſame Appendix will be found a ſtate 
of the ſums of money which have been paid by me at different times to 
Major Lyſaght' s heirs to account; likewiſe a ſtate of the caſh realiſed 
from the ſale of the remains of the Pulicat ſtore of grain; and a ſtate 
of the balance of principal and intereſt now claimed by Major * 
ſaght's heirs, and for which an action has lately been . againſt 
me, now depending 1 in che Court of King's Bench. 


On the peruſal of te carreſprailence above referred to (and parti- 
cularly N* 15th and 17th of Appendix N' I.), it will be found that I was 
_ obliged to dedicate a large proportion of the arrears of my pay and of 

the allowances to me while on ſervice, for making three partial pay- 
ments of the grain account to the amount of Star Pagodas 
10,314: 41: 68. 

The ſame correſpondence ſhews that Major Lyſaght became latterly 
very urgent with me for payment, and that his executors have continued 
to be ſo; but I have never thought myſelf entitled to complain of 
him or them on that account, for Major Lyſaght having ſent the 
grain in conſequence of directions from me, he had a juſt right to 
conſider me as reſponſible for all the conſequences . of theſe direc- 
tions; and further, he had great merit in thoſe perſonal exertions, 


on 


a period when it was of great importance to have a ſtore of grain there 


( 46 ) 


on bis part, by which me grain was procured and ſent 46 anode) at 


But 1 have uniformly conſidered myſelf entitled to complain of thoſe 


Mie, of the Select Committee at Madras, who knowing, and not 


denying the motives of my conduct in ordering a ſupply of proviſions 


to Pulicat, at a time of great public diſtrefs and alarm, and knowing 
likewiſe that the riſk to which I expoſed myſelf was undertaken 
without any intention or attempt to derive one ſixpenee of pecuniary i 
benefit from it to myſelf, refuſed to give me any aid for extricating 


myſelf from the embarraſſment in which I was involved, and firſt by 


their conduct occaſioned a lois upon the grain tranſaction, and after- 


wards by their determination fixed that loſs upon me, as has been 
ſhewn in the courſe of the preceding narrative. 


1 have had the falls faction indeed to find, that notwithſlanding the 
conduct of the ſormer Government of Madras, the ſucceeding Go- 
vernment have thought themſelves bound to make a favourable report 
of my claim to the Government at Bengal, and that the Supreme 


Council there have unanimouſly, repeatedly, and warmly recommended 
it to the attention of the Honourable Court of Directors, with an 


expreſs declaration of their ſentiments, that my claim is 222 founded; 


adding, that in their opinion, I had a conſi derable hare of merit in the 


tranſactions which gave riſe to it. 


From theſe and all the other circumſtances of the caſe, I am en- 
cn uraged to hope that you will not only readily excuſe the trouble which 
I have been under the diſagreeable neceſlity of giving you by the preſent 
application, but that you will be diſpoſed to embrace, with pleaſure, the 
opportunity it gives of affording me the relief I have deſired; which ex- 


tends merely to indemnification of loſſes already ſuſtained, and of money 


which I am {till liable to pay on account of the grain tranſaction for 
to you, Gentlemen, it more peculiarly belongs to protect thoſe in your 


fervice who expoſe themſelves to hazards from motives ſolely of a 


public nature. 


By 


T7 TS 


By granting the relief prayed for, I beg leave to aſſure Jou, Gentle- 
men, ſolemnly, and upon my honour, that no pecuniary advantage 
whatever accrues to me perſonally, further than the avoiding a heavy 
loſs; and I truſt with confidence in the juſtice and liberality of the 
_ Faſt India Company, that it cannot be deemed either neceſſary for 
their intereſt, or conſiſtent with their dignity and credit, that an 
officer who has had the honour to command their armies in India, 
and who in the exerciſe of his duty there has ſuffered ſeverely, ſhould 
further be obliged to ſurrender a conſiderable part of his pay, earned 
in ſervice, becauſe his zeal for the ſupport of an army ſo neceſſary for 
the preſervation of the Carnatic, engaged' him in an undertaking, cal- 
: culated ſolely for the public benefit, and at a time of age 
| difficulties and apprehenſions, occaſioned by great public Giſtreſs. 


I have the honour to he. at all times, 


cxxrlrukn, 


Your moſt faithful and obedient humble Servant, 


| Lower Groſvenor Street, [ | 
July 3, 1787, 


JAM STUART. 
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APPENDIX, Ne I. 


The Demands made upon Major General 
STUART for the Price of the Grain ſent by 
his Orders to Pulicat; The Correſpondence 
on that Subject with Major Lrsachr, &c. 


AND 


The Accounts of Debit and Credit in relation to that 
Grain. : 


GY 


APPENDIX, 


No J. 


N® 1. 


Ex TRACT of a LETTER Gam Major LrsAcur to Meſſ. Bal rous 
and NORD BUCK his Attornies, dated Ellore, 2d March 178 3. 


+7T Goon Stuart's earneſt Melden 1 diſpatched a quantity of grain 

in the month of December laſt to Pulicat for the uſe of the army, half 
of which the General afterwards agreed ſhould be diſpoſed of on my account ; 
the other half Being reſerved for the public ſervice, was depoſited with Captain 
Smith the Commanding Officer at Pulicat, . agreeable to the General's direc- 
tions; I have therefore to requeſt that. you will apply to him to ſettle the 
buſineſs, and either to pay the amount into your hands, procure me Govern- 
ment bills on the Court of Directors for it, or grant his own bills on the 
Supreme Council of Calcutta agreeable to his engagement with me, the na- 
ture of which the accompanying extracts of letters from the General to me 
will explain to you, only adding, that T informed the General that I thought 
there was no occaſion for giving the twenty pagodas per garce mentioned 
in his letter of 3zoth October. I have written to Captain Smith to ſend you 
an account of che nen of TI reſerved by him for the public ſervice, 


e ARTHUR LITSACHT. 
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From Major Lrsachr to Maſer General STUART. 


(EXTRACT) 


Camp near Cumbum, Auguſt 23, 1 78 3. 


AVING juſt received letters from Ireland, informing me that my de- 
ceaſed brother's eſtate muſt be ſold to clear off incumbrances, unleſs 


I remit home money to prevent it, I am, much againſt my inclination, in- 


duced to the neceſſity of drawing upon you for twelve thouſand (12,000) 


pagodas, in part payment of the grain delivered to Captain Smith at Pulicat 


in December laſt, on your account; * which, according to Captain Smith's s 


calculation, amounts to 14, 905 pagodas. As it poſſibly may be more con- 
venient for you to give bills on your agents in London for this amount, than 


to pay the money at Madras, Mr. Balfour” is eee . me to ewe. 


x 
them St 13d myaHT Yo | 
s ; f 14 TI W 
3 i ; , 7 0 1 
. 9 * + ' ©. *% £ 4 


[The following was wrote in 88 Stuart's hand at the 


bottom of the preceding letter, and ſent to be read by t the Pre- i 


ſident, Lord Macartney.] 


1 REQUEST this letter may be ſhewn to Lord Macartney, and that his 


Lordſhip may know that I have no money to make even a beginning to pay 
Captain Lyſaghr, unleſs he pleaſes to. pay to Mr. Balfour, attorney to Major 
Lyſaghe*, at leaſt for the rice taken from Pulicat many months ago. 
| (Signed) J. S. 
September 9, 1783. A 34 


* Money was paid wo ſrx weeks after this, for the twelve garce taken from the Pulicat ma- 
gazine in February. The ſum paid was Pag. 2, 499: 7: 16, which was received by Mr, Balfour 


in part N of the debt due to Major Lyſaght, and is credited in his account. 
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From Major General STUART to Major Lrsaenr. 


N 8. Cor ge, harder I, 178 3. 


1 RECEIVED yours of the 23d Auguſt, the day before yeſterday, and 
have not for days, I may ſay months paſt, had a leiſure moment to give 
to my private friends or affairs. Every thing that I ever wrote to you in 
the rice buſineſs, ſhall be complied with on my part: However I may be 
left in the loreh, or hardly uſed by this Government, you ſhall not ſuffer, 
F have not as yet received the proper account from Captain Smith, ſuch as 
M0 aſcertain the demands I muſt make on the Government of Bengal on 
ſtating the whole of the tranſaQtion, which, by the conduct of my Friengs: 
Here, is now become very ſerious to me. 


My intention is, and I conſider myſelf in every ſenſe Found to pay to yo 
the amount of the grain ſent by my order; but it will be in this country, 
and therefore you will excuſe me from accepting the bill as mentioned in 
your letter. £1 

„80 f ſoon as the account on the whole | is drawn out, I ſhall- give you every 

ſatisfaction as to the certainty of your payment here; and in eaſe of delay, 

as I ſhall claim intereſt from Government, fo 815 ou . have the ſame 
claim. 


(Signed) Jaws STUART. 


N Sp 
From Major Lrsachr to Major General STUART. nen 0 


(EXTRACT.) 


Camp near Cumbum, September 11, 1 78 3. 


HAVE been honoured with your letter of the firſt inſtant, and am much 
concerned that you ſhould have experienced ſo much trouble and vex- 
ation on account of the grain buſineſs. With reſpect to myſelf, I never had 


any idea that I was in the ſmalleſt degree concerned with the Goyernment of 
7 Madras 


— —— 


enn,  - 
* n 22 


the premium offered. | — 


14 0 6% * 8 Fi * i 4 g * 1 2 
vi A2'Þ p*rin*pirix; 
vi E. 


| Madras i in \that tables. It was by your order the grain was cis delivered 
to Captain Smith, and afterwards either diſpoſed of, or reſhipped by him; 


conſequently, to you fir, and to you only, I looked for my money. Nothing 


but the urgency of an object which I have very much at heart (the preventing 
the family eſtate from going out of it), and my not having been favoured with 
any reply to the letters 1 had written you on the ſubject, could have induced 


me to draw upon you, and I hope you will pardon my once more ſoliciting 
you to aſſiſt me in my preſent emergency. I never had any expectation of 
being paid but in this country—my bills were payable to Mr, Balfour at 


Madras, but thinking it poſlible 1 that it might be more convenient for you to 
grant an order on your agent in London (which would equally anſwer my 


purpoſe) than to pay the money at Madras, I authoriſe Mr. Balfour to 28 
a nn to what ſuited 2 belt, | 


N. 5. 


cory of the n wrote at Major Generel War 8 requeſt by 


the Officer on Duty in his apartment in Fort St. George, at the 
time when every other mode of addreſſing the Preſident and Select 
Committee was denied to him. 


DEMAND having been made upon me bs Conti tahnht, and his at- 
tornies, for a ſum exceeding fourteen thouſand pagodas, the value of rice 
and other grain ordered by me, and at my riſk, to be put in ſtore i in Pulicat 
in the month of December 1 782, for the uſe of the troops, in the extreme 


diſtreſs of the ſettlement at that time, with a premium of twenty pagodas * 


the garce above the market price, nearly one-fifth part of which (twelve 


f garce) has been taken by the order of Government, and the remainder re- 


fuſed to be taken, though offered to be delivered only upon teceipt for the 
quantity, referring the value to the opinion of the Board of Bengal; and very 
conſiderable loſs being incurred by the Selef# Committee's not anſwering a letter wrote 

to them on the ſubject in April laſt, until within theſe laſt three weeks; Jam 


now to requeſt, that what Captain Tolſon now. writes, may be ſent to the 
5 Town Tiger k the a of the Select Committee, and to know whe- 


This was a WAFS as Capuin Lache, i in his luer to Mr. Balfour, ug not i ini upon 
| * 


A P ZE N D 1 X. 7 Ne J. vii 


ther 1 have their permiſſion to. addreſs myſelf on this. particular buſineſs to 
the Government of Bengal for relief, having had aſſurances from Sir Eyre Coote, 
that what I did was approved of, and that he doubted not of the aſſiſtance of 


the Board of Bengal 1 prevent my ſuffering any loſs. 
Being urged for the money at preſent, I am under hs necellity to requeſt 
| the permiſſion of the Sele& Committee to write on the; ſubject. 


Fort St. George, 20th September 178 3. Gen Webb <1 
Pal ten 05 clock Tere T-113C. T3915 asi Yi} ry 5 Mile 01 


41 . ib 2 
% Piget x 


4 1. Ito 1102-97 


Captain ToLgo0N's 02 ary 5 7 The above is a g of what I wrotet to me 
concerning the g ronſmilting |. Town Major, to which I received an anſwer 
of the preceding paper 10 from the Select Committee, * That they had 
the Select Committee, J © no objection to General Stuart's addreſſing 
« the Governor General of — Lueg ny the letter was ſent to them un- 


„„ ior . 
(Signed) Rica 'T Torso, Captain. 


N * 
** aA > 
| 7 ; 
? A - * L : 
5 | o 
- 
q , * 8 £ 
— ; n * 0 0 
n * 


From Mayor Lrsachr to Wärlan Barroun, Eſquire. 


| D 


„ 3 Camp near Cumbum, On 6, 1783. 


a 15 DID Oe tbh: men of writing to you upwards of a fortnight. ago, 
= when alfo ſent you my account for the grain delivered to General Stuart 
at Pulicat, but not having been favoured with any reply, I am fearful that 
you have not received them; I therefore now ſend you a duplicate of the ac- 

count, and as a report prevails that Government have thought of obliging 
the General to embark for Europe, I am to requeſt that you will be ſo kind 

as to endeavour to bring him to a ſettlement before his departure, which 

ſhould he decline doing, I ſee no other ſtep for me to take, but applying to 
the Mayor's Court, which, circumſtanced as General Stuart is at preſent, 
will, I ſhould } imagine, not be altogether diſagreeable to him; at all events, 
when he reflects on the largeneſs of the ſum depending, and the accidents 
which we are all liable to, I flatter myſelf that he will allow that I have 


ated but with common prudence, You will ſee by the encloſed letter from 


« 
1 
- 
. 
#1 
; | 
. 
44 
| * 
/ 


e 
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the General, that he makes himſelf reſponſible to me for the grain, and 1 
ſhould ſuppoſe that upon producing this letter, the account of the grain ſigned 
by me, with the power of attorney which I now ſend you, the court will 


' not. heſitate to grant the neceflary warrant ; but you will pleaſe to obſerve, 


that this ſtep is not to be taken unleſs you have reaſon to believe that the 
General is about to go, or to be {eat on board ſhip. 


M74" 
From Major General sruaxr to WILLIAM BaLrovR, Eſquire. 


Fort St. George, OHober I 3 1783. 3. 


vou ſhane to me 1 Lyſaght' s letter this day, where he is ſo preſſ- 
1 ing for a bond, and to ſay what he is to do in the Mayor's Court. I 


do not blame Major Lyſaght, even though he owns, and I own allo, that I 


think myſelf anſwerable for whatever order I have given him to provide rice. 


You have heard me Tay, and ſo does Captain Smith know, that excepting 


what has been paid into your hands by this Government very lately, and what 
Captain Smith has alſo Poor to you, 1 never ſaw a filling, nor 4 I know more 


of . 


The only remaining fund therefore, i is the value of the rice ent lately 
to the ſouthward, of which there is yet no certain accounts, but which I do 


not believe will be FO to one an of the balance of Mo * 
demand. 


The loſs, therefore (it matters not, it 3 3 or 8 muſt be to 


me, if not relieved from Bengal—and it is ſevere. I blame nobody bur 


myſelf ; and my intention is to pay every he in this N I muſt 
have time, if not relieved from Bengal, : 


Upon this ground, and not having the time or . means to aſcertain the 
deficiency betwixt what has been already landed at Pulicat, and what has 
been brought to account or ſent to the ſouthward; yet, to quiet Major Ly- 


* So ſoon as I found that no relief was to be had from Lord Macartney, &c. at Madras, as 
requeſted by my letter, Auguſt 5, 1783, I ordered the remains of the grain in the Pulicat ma- 
gazine to be ſent to markets ſouth of the Coleroon, where it was ſold for more than was origi- 


nally eſtimated, and credit for the amount is given in the account at the end of this Ap- 


pendix. | „ 
3 155 faght, 


AP! RN D Wie „ 


ſaght, I have no objection to grant my promiſſory note for the balance as 

ſtated in your account, calculating the intereſt at eight per cent. inſtead of 
twelve, payable in three equal payments, the firſt in ſix months, which I ſup-⸗ 
poſe will be the value of the rice to the ſouthward; the ſecond in twelve 


months after; and the third in twelve months thereafter; ſo as the whole 
be diſcharged in two years and ſix months; and the two laſt payments, in 
all probability, muſt be drawn from my own private fortune in this country. 


1 have the honour to be, &c. 
e Jabs ST UART. 


N. 8. 
From Major General van to WILIA BALFOUR, Males 
81 i 9 915% | | E 


you, are nom witneſs how. I am hurried and Faianed, 110 as to put it ol 
of my power to be either ſo exact or ſo regular 1 in correſpondence. with 
Major Lyſaght, as I otherways would be ; but I requelt you, will communi- 


cate to him the contents of the incloſed paper, which, as matters are now 


conſtituted, will, I truſt, fatisfy him ; or if the Board of Beogal agrees, to re- i 


lieyg, me. e from the ſcrape, I ſhall do more. 
I am, STR, 
Jour moſt obedient bbs ſervant, 
(Signed) JAM STUART, 


© 


4 K 


Ogober 14, 1783. 


N? 9g. 
copy of the PAPER referred to in the preceding Letter. Ma 


. conſequence of a letter this day wrote by me to William Balfour, Eſq; 
to which I beg leave to refer for want of the papers in the preſent a 5 

in which'I am placed, I lay myſelf under the following obligation, namely, 
1 acknowledge myſelf to be indebted to Major Lyſaght, for the reaſons. 


there ſtated, in the ſum of eleven thouſand ſix hundred pagodas payable to 
him, or to his order in this country; and for the reaſons alſo ſtated in my 


letter to Mr. Balfour of this day, I oblige myſelf to diſcharge the whole of - | 
that ſum with intereſt at ten per cent. calculated according to the ſums diſ- 
charged and remaining due,in three payments, as follows, from the preſent date: 


uſt, 


„ mr E NU DN NL 


iſt, Four thouſand fix hundred pagodas in fix months; three thouſand five 
EY 9 hundred pagodas in eighteen months; three thouſand five hundred pagodas 
fg . in twenty- four months. 
70 | But if, as I expect, I obtain relief i in my application to os Board of Bengal 
4 for the loſs I ſuſtained by the ſtore of rice placed by my order for the public 
is „ e exigencies at Pulicat in the month of December 1782, then I ſhall inſtantly 
0 | diſcharge the whole of the above debt, principal and intereſt, to Major 
Lyſaght; and I have every reaſon to think that 1 ſhall have a favourable 


anſwer to the letters already ſent in triplicate to the Governor General and 
1 Coungll of Bengal on that ſubject, 

= | | S signed) JAMS STUART. 
1 1 Fur St. George, October 13, 1782. . | e 

15 | | To yn Tyjaght. 


| From the Executors of Majot LrsAdHT to o Major General STUART 8 
Attornies at Madras. 


| GENTLEMEN, Ellore, February 17, 18 
A executors under will of the late Major Arthur Lyſaght, we herewith 
encloſe you an account current which appears againſt your conſtituent 
Major General James Stuart, and are to Francs an apy liquidation of the 
balance. 
Amongſt the papers of the deceaſed, we find an obligation under ſignature 
of James Stuart, and bearing date the 13th October 1783, by which he binds 
himſelf to pay off the ſum of eleven thouſand ſix hundred pagodas within 
the term of twenty-four months, at three ſpecified periods; but unleſs it ſhall 


appear by any papers in your poſſeſſion that the Major acceded to this pro- 
. tracted mode of payment, we think we are not of ourſelves authoriſed to ac- 
| TS. auieſce in it, The ſum there ſpecified (viz. 11,600 ſtar pagodas) falls ſhort 
b 44lztkbſſo of the ſtated demand, which appears to us to be perfectly regular and 
j legal. 


We have the honour to be, &c. | 
(Signed) M. LYSAGHT, 
THOS LANE, 


ALEXANDER FERRIER. 
Addreſſed To Me . Cochrane, Roebuck, and Balfour. 
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APPENDIX N. I. i 


No 11. 
To the Honourable B. COCHRANE. 


SIR, 
1 HAVE the honour to encloſe you copy of a letter from the executors to 


the eſtate of the late Major Lyſaght to General Stuart's attornies, on the 
ſubject of the debt due by the General to the eſtate, for grain landed at 


Pulicat on his account. 

General Stuart, before his departure from A&A aſſured Major Lyſaght 
that a very conſiderable part of that claim would be remitted ſoon after by 
you from the ſouthward; and as the executors to the eſtate are much in 


want of caſh at preſent to pay off the bond debts, I am to requeſt you will ac- 
quaint me what ſum may be expected from you, and at what peo towards 


the diſcharge of that debt. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) WAG BALFOUR, 
| | Executor to the eſtate of the 
late Major Lyſaght. 


Fort St. George, April 26, 1784. 
Ne 12. 


To WILLIAM DALEODR, Eſquire. 
SIR, 


I AM honoured with your letter of this day's date, and am ſorry to inform 
you, that it is out of my power to pay any part of the amount ſale of the 


grain ſent to the ſouthward, as the whole of the money was employed in 


* * * — 


paying for ſupplies ſent to the grand army, and in advances made to the 


inhabitants of the Nagore, &c. diſtricts, for the cultivation of the lands, on 


conditions that it was to be repaid out of the produce of the crops of January 
1784; but owing to my being removed from the receipt of the revenues, 
and their being appropriated to other uſes by order of Government, it is out 


of my power to account to you for the money, nor can I ſay when I can give 


you certain information, as my accounts are now before the Honourable 


Board, 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


= 3 (Signed) BASIL COCHRANE. 
Fort St. George, April 26, 1784. 
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N* 13. 


To BASIL coennanx, &c. Attornies in India to MAYO General 
Janes STUART. 


"Grnreanny, 


ON the 17th February laſt, we did ourſelves the pienlure of addreling you 

on the ſubject of our demand upon your conſtituent, on the ſcore of ſun- 
dry grain delivered by the late Major Arthur Lyſaght at Pulicat, at the in- 
ſtance and on the ſole account of General James Stuart, ve alſo laid before 
you an accompt of prime coſt and charges of the ſaid grain, and requeſting 
an early liquidation of the balance. This demand we now repeat, and ſolicit 
a categorical reply to our claim. Mr. Balfour, attorney to the late Major 
Lyſaght at Madras, and ſince joined with us in truſt as executor to the eſtate, 
is poſſeſſed of copies of all the correſpondence, and with full information of 
8er thing that ever paſſed upon the ſubject, 


We have the honour to remain, &. 


(Signed) M. LYSAGHT, 
_ _THOS LANE, 
9 root ALEXANDER FERRIER. 
Chicacole, Fuly 7, 1784. 
No 14. 
To BagrL COCHRANE, e. 


' GENTLEMEN, 


we muſt again call upon you * a categorical reply to our letters of the 


17th February and 18th“ July on the yet of our demand upon 
your conſtituent General Stuart. 


We are, Gentlemen, &c. 

(Signed) M. LYSAGHF, 

THOS LANE, 
ALEXANDER FERRIER.. 
Vizagopatan Difrias, 1 14, GP | 


8 This ſhould be the 7th July: -- a r 


06-11 8 | 


Mrs. Lys Achr, Captain LANE, and ALEXANDER FERRIER, Eſquire, 
Executrix and Executors to the Eſtate of the late Major LysacurT. 


Maut and GENTLEMEN, 


E are now to..reply.to your. ſundry. favours of the 17th February, „th 


July, and 14th ult. on the ſubje& of your demand on Major General 
Stuart for grain delivered by the late Major Lyſaght at Pulicat, 


We are extremely concerned that ſuch a delay ſhould have happened, bas 
the. fituation of General- Stuart” s eſtate in India rendered it impoſſible for us 


bs <a d SS +a Gta th XR © wt a4; 


to anſwer: your letters a moment ſooner with! any degree of certainty. 


The Funds which General Stuart appropriated oy 5 payment of 1 the de- 


* _ — * 


40% more than his debt to the eſtate of the late + 000 Lyſaght. | 
At the time of the General's departure, he had every reaſon to think, from 


a promiſe of Lord Macartney, that theſe arrears would have been paid off in 
money long before this time. It was in the firm expeCtation of this pro- 
miſe being fulfilled, that General Stuart came under the obligation men- 


tioned in your letter of the 17th February. Mr. Balfour acquaints us, that 


the late Major Lyſaght did not accede to the propoſals; and as circumſtances 


oa turned out, the General's attornies could not have acted up to it. 


We have only yet been able to procure payment of part of the arrears, by 
bills on Bengal—Government here objecting to draw ſo large a ſum as the 
whole amounts to at once, The remainder we are in hopes of obtaining in 
courſe of a month. TE 


P 


Theſe bills we tranſiiceed to Calcutta, with nolkive. inſtructions to dit 


count them ſo ſoon as the rate becomes a little moderate, and to remit the 
produce to us by every eee. and we ſhall diſpoſe of the other bills in- 


the ſame manner. 


We have now candidly made you acquainted wh the extent of our powers 
to diſcharge your demand. It is the only debt which the General owes in: 
India, and we ſolemnly aſſure you, that the money ariſing from the bills be- 
fore mentioned, or any other money coming into our hands on his account, 

1 9 hall 


i 
| 


| 


be, & c. 


ﬆ& Ar pit N DI, 


N* 1. 


ſhall be applied towards the extinguiſhing of it fo ſoon as we receive the 
means. | 


We truſt you will accede to our propoſal ; and we have the honour to 


(Signed) BASIL COCHRANE, 
{ coal 914 to 1  WILLM BALFOUR, 
Fort St, George, September 21, 1784. . 1 


a id . 
* 7 * —* 
b . 
N / | : 
. 
% I as 
l * 


. 16. 


To BasIL coe HRANE, &c, Eſquires, Attornies | in India to Wader 


General Sruakr. | 


GenTLEMEN, 


1 HAVE. the honour of encloſing you an account between Major General 


Stuart and the eſtate of the late Major Lyſaght, balance, pago- 


das 38 30:7: 38, in favour of the eſtate, for grain delivered at Pulicat by the 
deceaſed, in conſequence of urgent letters from the dnnn While command- 
ing the army on the Coaſt. 


As the ſituation of the eſtate is ſuch as will not admit of any further delay, ; 
Tam now to demand immediate payment of the above balance, and in caſe 
of your non-compliance, I muſt apprize you, that inſtructions have been 
tranſmitted me from the other executors (in the neceſſity of which I per- 
fectly concur) to order a ſuit at law to be commenced in England againſt 
the General for the recovery of the before mentioned debt. 


J have the honour to be, Gee. 


(signed) WILLIAM BALFOUR, 
„ Executor to the eſtate of the 
late Major Lyſaght. 


Fort St, George, December 31, 1785. 


A P P E N D 1 , N I, „ A 


N17. - 
To WILIA BALPOUR, Eſquire, Joint Executor to the Eſtate of 
Major LYSAGHT. 


SIR, 


Vo letter of this date is J now come to hand, encloſing the account, 

current of General Stuart with the eſtate of Major Lyſaght, brought 2 
down to this day, and demanding payment of the balance, amounting to 
pagodas 3830: 7 : 38, informing us at the ſame time, that in caſe of our 
non-compliance, you have inſtroctions from the other executors to order a 
ſuit at law to be commenced in England againſt General Stuart for the re- 


coyery of the before mentioned debt. 
Conſidering that the debt was incurred upon a public account, and with a 


view of anſwering a public emergency, while at the head of the army, you 
- muſt be ſenſible we have done all that laid in our power, by making over to 
you bills on Bengal, amounting to pagodas 9314: 41': 68, which we received 


from this Government on account of arrears due General Stuart, and on the 
27th June laſt, we paid you a further ſum of pagodas 1000 in ready money. 


Mr, Cochrane informs us, that it is out of his power to diſcharge the ba- 


lance due by him to General Stuart, as the Company have not paid him, nor 
come to any ſettlement for the amount advanced by him during his reſidence 


at Nagore, as ſtated in his letter to you dated the 26th April 1784. 


We have no other reſources in our hands to diſcharge the balance demand- 


ed by you, for the amount ſale of General Stuart's effects, and the balance 


due him by the Company, is to be remitted to England agreeable to poſitive 


orders lately received from him, to anſwer ſome urgent demands made upon 


him there. You are therefore at liberty to take ſuch ſteps as you may think 


proper to recover the money in England. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) BASIL COCHRANE, 

BARRY CLOSE, 

Attornies to Major General 
| James Stuart, 
Fort St, George, December 31, 1785. 
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„ NEE, No „„ . 
From Tro* Lang, 9 aing Truſtee to the Eſtate of the late Major 
Lrsacnr, 


Major General James Stuart. 


SIR; 


HAVE done myſelf the pleaſure of waiting on you twice; * not kb 
ing ſo fortunate as to find you at home, I think it neceſſary to lay be- 
fore you in this manner copies of ſome accounts between you and the eſtate 
of the late Major Arthur Lyſaght, which have been tranſmitted to me from 
India by the reſt of the executors. 


— 


When convenient, I hall eſteem Hay, obliged in being admitted to an 


interview. 


I have the honour to remain, 
SIR, 
Your very obedient Servant, 
(Signed) THO, LANE. 
_ Glouceſter Street, Bloomſbury, _ 5 . 
July 5, 1786. 


A P PEN DARK, WL xm 


ACCOUNTS referred to in the preceding Letter, and tranſmitted 


G 


D Major General STUART to WI 141. Bal roux, as Attorney to Major 


Lysachr—Rice delivered by his Order to Captain GzoRGE SMITH at 
Pulicat, 1 8 8 0 5 


. 


Ms Garce. 3 | 2 as 8 5 8. Pags. 


Account, 
No i. 


Rice — 66 208 — at P'200 — per Garce — 13,304 2 — 
Paddy e ener 2 1 24 —_— 8 per De — 218 1 0 
Horſe 1. £1 3 4 
2 oy * 1384 44 — 173 I; per De . | 339 40 60 
Gun $: n $7 345 21 3 15 per D — 6569 26 4; 
Gm | — —146 64 — 178 16D — 63 22 10 
Efam eee e eee 1 "09 37 60 


Intereſt on the above Sum from the Ca = 
M. b. 


14,719 44 4 55 | 


December to 7th October, being 4 7„ els 7 — 


at 12 per Cent, per Annum — — 


Star Pag! there 9 55 


— G2 


Furt Sd. George, 1th Oftober 1783. No 
E. E. (Signed) WILLM BALFOUR. 


Fort St. George, 13th January 1786. 
_ Atteſted to be a true Copy, 
. Caa' BROMLET, Notary Public. 
A true Copy, | 
Tho. LANE. 


viii HP PD E N DI X. NI, 
r D. — Mugler General STuarT, in Account with * 
0 2. | | 3 A . 
4 1782, | Star Pags. Pity: 0. 7 
October 7. T amount of ee Lyſaghts account 104 
rice delivered at Pulicat — — 16,079 9 55 
wy 
Star Pag- — 16, 79 9 55 
A true Copy, 
Tno. LANE. 
* B D'—Major General STUART, in Account Current 
0 3 ; * 
r star Pag. Fan, C. 
| Otaber ; 7. To * of account tele this day 4 
Mr. William e — 12,147 19 9 
1785. CC b 
April 13. To intereſt on the above, to this day, is 
1 Ok 18 months and 8 days, at 10 per Cent. per | 
I Annum — — — | 1,849 4 57 
6 | "$4 | | 
it! 
1 5 
f Star Pag* — 13,996 23 66 


A true Copy, 
T Ho, LANE. | 45 | 4 


Ne J. 


2 P EN NEX. 


Wutuan . as Attorney to Major Lysacut—C', 


4 — 


$ 11. 


— 


N 2. 


P' 2,400, with intereſt 
7. By received from Captain Smith 
By intereſt on P., 499, to 7th October 1783, 
being 4. days, at 12 per cent. 


200%. 4-8 


; By balance 
Star OP | 


Fort St. George, 1th Oober 1783. 
E. E. Per WM BALFOUR, 


——_— pt 


By received from the Company for 12 garce of 
rice taken for the ule of the garriſon of | 
Pulicat, at 200 pagodas per garce, making | 


Star Pags, ; Fan, | Co 


2,499 7 16 


3.931 32 46 


= 9 55 


— — 


* to Major Lone. | 


—— 


»— 


FA 
-— a 
4 La 4 8 ä 


— — 


with the Eſtate of the late Major AnTHUR Lrsacnr—C*, 


„ 


February 23. BY 2 e bill on Bengal, received 


from his attorney at Madras, principal and 

intereſt 

Buy intereſt on the above, to the 15th April, 

1 month and 23 days, at 10 per cent. per 

annum 

March 1. By two Government bills received as above, 
principal and intereſt 

By intereſt on the above, to the 15th April, | 

1 month and 15 days 


By balance due this day 


Star Pag* — 
Vizagapatam, 1 5th April 1585. 
E. E. Per MARTHA BRIGGS. 
ALEX® FERRIER. 
_ WILLM BALFOUR. 


Fort St, George, 13th January 1786, 


CE i 


9,436 2 


F 


— 


Fas Pegs. Fan, C. 


3-078 5 10 


45 7 — 
6,236 36 58 
79 37 40 
28 
38 


4.58 21 


13,996 23 


* 


Atteſted to be a true Copy, 
Caa* BROMLET, Notary Public. 


C 2 


——U—— — —— v He FEEL IH BIT DIY 
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, 3 — 
4 8 205 a 
8 8 Ter i ns, Car - 
* S — > — — — 
* 


Account, D*—Myjor General Jus Sroaxr, i in Account current 
Ne 4, EDT: "FLEE! 1 i 


1785 0 Sar Pay Fan, | 
April 15, To balance of account current of this 


date, ſigned by Mrs. Martha Briggs and | 
Alexander Ferrier — — 4558 21 38 


2 
—— 
— 


9 — 22 2 - * 
— ns: ett 
— c Ce 
2 9 . 


_—_— 


* w «a 
RL * 
= 


December 31. To intereſt on the above, for 8 month andd © 
15 days, at 10 per cent. Per annum — 322 32 — 
Sen Pag W 4,881 11 38 


—2— 


Fort St. George, 1 315 January 1786. 


Atteſted to be a true Copy, 
RE Cna' BaowLEy, Notary Public. 
A true Copy, 


<=2e= > 2c. 


OE —_—_— RD 
- — 


with the Eſtate of. the late ; Major Aba Lester. 


4 
4 Fo. 0 e * 1 "I 


1 


— * hes wad PI 2 — — — 2 > K..D * 


1795. | | yy: | Star Page. Fan, C. 
June 27. Ea caſh received fromm Mr. Cochrane, joint 
| attorney to General Stuart l 925 * 11 5000 — — 


1 


7 


December 20 "5p intereſt on the hath, for e and ä | 
4 days, at 10 per cent. Per annum — 31 4 — 


$ 6 12 By balance due to chis day — . — 3.830 7 38 


—— —— —— 


Star Pag* — | 4,881 11 38 
I TS 


W 


Port St. Ceorge, 3 31 ut December 1 As 5. 


E. E. Per WILLIAM BALFOUR, 
Executor to the Eſtate of 
Major Lyſaght, | 


n Mi UE TRAY * N "x 4A aA 5 A 
—_— — OI _ K*“ , — od „„ ——— — — — 1 
> * . EF Ir : BY 2 3 * 5 - ” 2 > 4 2 * 3 r ery K 
2 —_— . 


3 ; ; : Wy R 
* 
. 


ABS T R A 0 T of the v prcdin Sails A State of the > Debit 
and nt, | 
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Star Pagodat, 


Sum of the charge made add Major General Stuart on 
account of the original are the n laid 1 in ore - 


dt Palit — — — 14,719 44 55 
" Intereſt on this ſum, from 31ſt December 1782 to 7th Octo. 0%m“ũ 
ber 17835 at 12 Per cent, per annum _ — 1,359 7 — 


— — — 


Sum. charged in the account of 7th October 1783 — 16079. 9 55 
Deduct 3,931: 32: 46, credited in the ſame account for caſn 
received by the ſale of 12 garce of rice taken from theſe 
ſtores by order of the Madras Government, and for par- 
cels of the rice ſold by Captain Smith  — — 3,931 32 46 


—— — —̃— —— 


Balance remaining on 7th October 1783 n= 12,147 19 9 


xxii A PP E N D 1 * 1 Ne l. 


Star Pagodas, 1775 


= Brought over — 
Interett b on x this ſum, from. 7th Oftober 1783: 

to 5th April 1785, at 10 per cent. per annum 1, 849 457 
Intereſt on pagodas 4,558: 24: 38, as a ba- 

lance of the preceding nn "On I _w 1 rb oth 

April to 31ſt December 75s — 322 32 — 


— 


Sum of principal and intereſt charged on ack De- 
cember 1785 — — 


At che ſame time, credit is given to Major General- Stuart 


7 19 9 


| 1 36 38. 


14,319 13 67 | 


— 


for the three following ſums, ny out of his effects to the 


executors of Major Lyſaght, VIZ, 
1785. : e 
February 23. Caſh paid by a bill on Bengal 
bhhelonging to Major General 
Stuart — | 
March 4. Caſh paid by other two bills on 


Bengal belonging to him — "T6 125 57 : EF | 


June 27. Caſh paid by General Stuart's 
attorney at Madras — 1,000 e ee 


33 


—— ä 


Sum of theſe — 10,314 4 41 68 
latgre ** on theſe ſeve- 
ral payments, from their re- 
ſpective dates to the 31ſt of | 
December 19785 — — 1; Ws 6 40 
. To be dedutted | — 


* 


And intereſt thereof from that date, at 10 Per cent. is 
claimed by Major Lyſaght's executors. 


— 3,078 5 10 


16 40 6 28 


n 


1 remaining Ji to Major Lylaght's 5 
eſtate on 3 iſt December 1785 — — 


9 
* 


37828 2 39 
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Star Pagodas, 

a Brought over — 3,828 7 39 
| The den therefore, of Majok General Stuart againſt the | 
Eaſt India Company, conſiſts of two afrtieles— rſt, Indem- 
nification of the above balance of 3,828: 7: 39, and intereſt 
thereof from 31ſt December 1785; at ten per cent, claimed 
by Major Lyſaght's heirs, and for which an action has 


been brought againſt Major Genera! Stuart, now * in 
King's Bench. : 


| 2dly, The other article of his claim ariſes from the ſums 
which he has already actually paid to Major Lyſaght's heirs 
to account of their demand, and which, as above. ſtated, 
amount to the ſum of 10, 314: 47:68 (excluſive of in- 


tereſt) — e 5 | 10,314 41 68 
Sum of . excluſive of intereſt claimed by Major Ly- 
ſaght's heirs ſince 31ſt December 1785 — 14.143 7 27 


But, on the other hand, Major General Stuart is to give credit to the Eaſt 


India Company for the produce of the ſale of rice and grain at Pulicat, which, 


after the Madras Government had finally refuſed to take it on the public ac- 
count, was, by Major General Stuart's directions, and at his riſk, ſhipped from 


Pulicat, to places ſouth of the Coleroon, where it might fetch the beſt price, 


and by good management was ſold at a much higher rate than could reaſon- 
ably have been expected at that period, when the prices of grain, after the war 
was over, had every where ſunk ſo very conſiderably. 


Star 8 
The produce of the rice and grain thus ſold, ad authenticated 


bill of ſales, was — 15 3 8 
From which to be deducted, the ata attending the ſhip- 
ping of the grain, &c. per account and receipt 5 1 


n 


7— — 
11 i 
n. 


Neat produce 3, 381 4 20 


8 5 s wet. % 
Pe No. oth io No 


N. B. It may here be obſerved in paſſing, that the price which that 
grain ſold for, even after all the hazards and diminution of value 
to which it had been expoſed by the conduct and delays of the 
Select Committee, muſt afford pretty convincing evidence, that if 
they had anſwered General Stuart's letters in the months of April 
and May 1783, all loſs upon the Pulicat grain would have ben 0 
avoided, by a ſale of it during the time of the war, and when there 
would have been a great demand for it, for the uſe of the army at 
Cuddalore, | 


— — — 


252 


Carried over — 57381 4 20 


xxiv AEPPEN DI X., N'. 
| | Star Pagodas, 
Brought over — 5-381 4 20 
Major General Stuart is further to give credit to the Eaſt India 
Company for a ſum of Pag. 292: 24, which by miſtake was 
omitted out of Captain Smith's bill of ſales, in Oct. 1783, 
which, inſtead of the ſum of 1,429: 11:30, already credit- 
ed, ſhould have been 1,721: 35: 30 — — 204 24 © 


Sum of theſe — 3.673 28 20 


From theſe particulars i it will be a very eaſy matter to ſtrike the balance of 
Major General Stuart's claim, when once the principle of it is admitted. 
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APPENDI X, N“ II. 


Proofs of the Diſtreſs felt in the Settlement of 
Madras, from the Scarcity of Rice and other 
Grain, in the Vear 1782, when Major 
General STUART interpoſed his Credit for 
the Purpoſe of increaſing the Quantity of 
| Proviſions 1 in the Wen of Madras ; 3 


AND 


The Correſpondence, Ge. N to the Proviſions thus 
acquired by his Means, tending to ſhew both the 
Motives which influenced his Conduct, and the 


Advantages to the Army and to me Public which 
reſulted from 7% 


I This APPENDIX 7s referred to in the T.ETTER from Major General STUART 10 
The Honourable the DixxcroRSG of the EasT INDIA Company, dated 3d 


"I 17 7 87. 


[a] 
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Ne I. 


EXTRACT of a Lr TER from the Preſident and Select Committee 
of Madras, to the Governor General and Council of * 


. £ Furt St. George, September 30, 1782. 
E. beg leave, therefore, to ſubmit to you, whether it may not be ad- 
viſeable to lay an embargo on all veſſels, from the end of Novem- 
ber to the beginning of February. But from this time to the former period, 
we earneſtly requeſt you will uſe eve poſſible exertion to ſend us is ſupplies 
of proviſions. 
Our diſtreſs is already. fac as will fully ifs attempting it, without 
attending to any riſk to be apprehended from the weather. 
The ſtreets in the Black Town, and the public roads, begin to be covered with dead 
2 of which the number is daily increaſing. 
This ſituation, we are confident, you will allow to be but too juſt an ex- 
cuſe for the reſolution we are come to, of ſending to you, as faſt as opportu- 
| nities offer, all our Dutch and French Priſoners, Kc. 


[a] 2 


iv A pe E N DU R. . n. 


e 
| BEE oe ay EX TRACT of a LeTTzR from the Preſident and Select committee 
. £4 of Madras to Vice-Admiral Sir EDWARD Hucurs, Kc. 


Fort St. George, Oftober - 75 8 


l "TY theſe conſequences mult be added, the danger of leaving on this ſide 

z of the peninſula, an enemy's ſquadron, capable of keeping the ſeas and 
intercepting the Supplies ; without which, you know, the ſettlement of Fort St. 
| George, and with it all the Britiſh poſſeſſions on the Coaſt of Coromandel, 
N f muſt ſoon fall an eaſy prey to the enemy. Few of our expected ſupplies are 
yet arrived from Bengal; nor can we depend upon receiving any from the 
hour you ſail for Bombay, though you mould leave frigates "or the protection 
of our trade, &c. &c, 22, 85 


1 A very ſmall part of their (the enemy 5 ſquadron Wy ed: be able 

ta block up this road effectually, if the enemy chuſe to riſk that ſmall part 
during the monſoon, &c. &c.—a riſk which the certainty of reducing us by 
amine, might very well induce the enemy to incur, &c. &c. 


We declare to you our opinion, that the loſs of Fort St. George, and con- 
ſequently of the whole Coaſt of Coromandel, is among the probable conſe- 
quences of your departure for Bombay before the arrival and landing of our. 
ſupplies ; and that ſuch a conduct on your part, will be virtually to deliver 
the Britiſh poſſeſſions i in India into the hands of the enemy, GC, 


* The long Letter from whence this extract is made (for the purpoſe nada of proving the 
fact of the diſtreſs of the ſettlement) was wrote and ſent to the Admiral, while General Stuart 
was abſent in camp; and as that Letter on your records contained many ſtrictures and expreſ- 
ſions to which Major General Stuart could not give his aſſent, it gave riſe to the obſeryations 
made by him, as expreſſed in the Conſultations of roth October, here inſerted, No. 3. 


EFF CS ,, 


NM 3. 


EXTRACT of PROCEEDINGS of the Select Committee, held on 
the roth October 1783. 


GENERAL STUART 1 Then abſent on hives vi the army, 
| when the letter of the 7th inſt. to Sir Edward Hughes was written, 
and the neceſſity of the caſe not admitting of any delay—it was, on his re- 
turn, ſent to him for his peruſal; and the Committee now with to know if 


| NECES Stuart approves of that letter u 


i 


7 \ GenznaL STUarT anſwers,. That he read the letter from the com- 
mitte to Sir Edward Hughes; and cannot help thinking that the moſt ear- 


neſt wiſhes of. the Government, | in which he concurs with them, to derive all 


poſſible advantages from his Majeſty's ſquadron, and likewiſe their reaſons 
for Preſſing the buſineſs immediately upon the Admiral, might have been ex- 
preſſed in terms equally forcible, without entering into diſcuſſions on /ea- 
matters, or bringing forward certain compariſons, which Sir Edward Hughes 
muſt doubtleſs feel perſonal to himſelf, 
The Admiral deſerves weil of his country, and of the Eaſt India Editipiny, 
in his (General Stuart's) opinion; and he (the Admiral) will doubtleſs give 
bis reaſons in explanation of every part of his conduct, when called upon by 
what he thinks proper authority. He has, on four different occaſions, given 
manifeſt proofs of great profeſſional abilities, and great readineſs for action. 
General Stuart wiſhes, with the Committee, that Sir Edward Hughes 
would do all that is wanted in our opinion; but it is, and ever muſt re— 
main, with the Admiral Himſelf, to judge whether it is o in his power to 
do all we wiſh; and if all cazuet be done, to ſay what pars; and General 
Stuart has the firmeſt confidence both in his conduct and his good intentions 
for the public ſervice. 
General Stuart, therefore, agrees with the Committee i! in wiſhing to > derive 
every poſſible advantage from 1 Fo Edward Hughes and his Majelty's we 


. ; but cannot approve of the ſtile of the letter. 


A. true Extract, | | 
; (Signed) J. HUDLESTON, Secretary. 


1 e 


* * 


EXTRA CT, rn from the Preſident ah Select Commitee of 
| Madras to the Select Committee of RF: 


Fort St. George, Oober 10, 1782, | 


PHE ea capture of Trincomalee by M. Suffrein, in the abſence of our ſquadron, 
and the unfavourable turn which that event has given to our affairs, nt 
probably be known to you before you receive this letter. 8 BBD 


The loſs of Trincomalee having deſtroyed all hope of the French fleet re 
turning on the approach of the Monſoon, and this ſettlement having no de- 
pendance for the means of ſubſiſtence, but on ſupplies from Bengal, Which 
are not yet arrived, nor expected in ſufficient quantity to ſuſtain us till 
the fleet would return from Bombay, — we found ourſelves impelled by theſe 
conſiderations, to require the Admiral to remain with his Majeſty 8 ſquadron 
on this ſide of the Peninſula, . 


Sir Edward Hughes informed us, that he ſhould proceed with the ſquadron 
to Bombay about the 15th of this month. Should he execute that determi- 
nation, we ſhall have nothing leſs to apprehend than the loſs of all the Com- 
pany's poſſeſſions on this ſide of India. 


This port will be immediately blocked up, and the veſſels coming to it 
with proviſions, either captured on the paſſage, or deſtroyed after their ar- 
rival, and before it can be poſſible to land any part of their cargoes. 


From this melancholy view of our ſituation, you will plainly perceive that 
it is not in our power to afford you any hope of aiding your invaſion of 
Hyder Ally's poſſeſſions on the Malabar Coaſt, by 1 him on zhis 

fide. | 


On the contrary, we have every reaſon to fear, that we ſhall be driven! to 
the neceſlity of dividing, if not diſbanding the army, and of confining our intentions 
and our hopes to the ſingle object of keeping poſſeſſion of this fortreſs. 


= 
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EXTRACT, MINUTE of the CoMtenittntbe 4 in Chief, edforring upon: 
the Preceding Letter to DBoinbay of the roth October 1782. 


Major General WET A 


even in the moſt diſmal proſpect, that can from probable incidents be pointed 


out at preſent, which in earneſt can juſtify the poſition of diſbanding this army, 


and giving up every thing but Madras; and as I think the caſe not probable, ſo 


E muſt confeſs that in my opinion, it does more harm than good to che cauſe 


to ſtate i it in ſuch a point of view. 
1 agree in the neceſſity to preſs the Admiral to the utmoſt to remain . 


yond the 1th inſtant, and even to the laſt hour of fair weather, and I am. 


perſuaded. he will ſtay, 
J agree alſo that we cannot ſpare troops from hence more than are now on 


board the ſquadron, and yet I think it in the chapter of very poſſible eus, 


to be able to act againſt Hyder from this fide of India. 


„ 


Ne 6. 


From l Major General e „ to Captain Surru. 
commanding at Pulicat. 


Fort St. George, Ofteber 12, 1782. 
AM fired by the 1 in Chief, to tell you that he wiſhes to be 


informed, if the Pettah and neighbourhood of Pulicat will afford cover 


ſufficient for two battalions of Sepoys; and whether you can in any way 
provide paddy or rice for that or any greater number of men to be cantoned 


there for three months. He deſires you will give every encouragement to 


the boats coming with rice or paddy from the northward, becauſe, if ſufficient 
could be had, he would ſend a brigade to your Diſtrict for three months. 
The General wiſhes to have an anſwer to this as ſoon as poſſible, for if the 
followers of the army could be ſupplied at Pulicat, the General would fend 


a very 


NOTHER part of this letter I think exception- 
able, becauſe, in my opinion, there is nothing 


M, A P EN; Dr 1X6 NL 


a very large proportion thither during the Monſoon, Whatever merchants or 
others chuſe to undertake the bringing rice, paddy, or ſmall grain to Pulicat, they 
euld have every encouragement in yer porper to give, and you will bave the General's 
ſupper? AL 


f 


Ne 7. 
From Major General STUART to Captain SMITH, &c. ky 


Fort St. George, October 13, 178 . 


Mr an anxiety | to eſtabliſh a magazine of all ſorts of grain ; at Pulicat*, leads 


me to recommend to you very ſtrongly the ſubject I wrote of yeſterday, 
and in addition I am now to acquaint you, that I will take upon myſelf to 


be anſwerable 10 every black merchant, or others, who will bring grain to Pulicat for 
the next two months, that he ſhall have the higheſt price that is given here; 


and that I will do my utmoſt to get a premium of two rupees 2 bag from the 


Government of Bengal, over and above the higheſt price here. Send there- 
fore for every body that you think can be of any uſe to us; and if you ſee 
it neceſſary to have recommendations to any of the ſubordinates in the Circars, 
for their people or their veſſels, I will take care to ptpcure them. The can- 
tonment of the army will in a great meaſure turn upbn your ſucceſs in this 
undertaking, What need I ſay more? e 


Such was the diſtreſs of the ſettlement at this period, that Major General Stuart received 
the following letter : 


From Colonel RHEIMBOLD Commanding his Majeſty? 5 Hanoverian Regiments. 


Fort St. George, October 13, 1782. 
The Officers of his Majeſty's 15th Hanoverian Regiment being very often without bread or 


biſcuit for ſeveral days, and having never ſince our arrival here received one meaſure of rice for 
any money ; I therefore beg Major General Stuart to have the favour to order for payment, the 
delivery of rice for the officers ſervants according to the rank of the officers. 


(Signed) . L RHEIMBOLD, Colonel. 
7 


| Ne 8. 
a From Captain Suirn to Major General STU 4 RT's Aid-de-Camp. | 


e Octiber I4, 1 782. 


HAVE the Waun to PERS? the receipt of your letter of yeſterday. 
In anſwer thereto, be pleaſed to inform the General, that 1 could, I be- 
| on: procure ſhelter for two battalions of Sepoys, by turning out the Bramins 
from their habitations; but the means of ſubſiſting them are not in my 
power by any exertions whatever, The ſeaſon being ſo far advanced renders it 
imprafticable to procure rice from the northward in ſo ſhort a time as it will 
be required. Had I had: notice given me a month ſooner, I could have ſup- 
plied them without difficulty; as many merchants to the northward would 
have been glad to have ſent their cargoes here. There is one ſmall veſſel arrived 
here with rice, which would not be more than ſufficient to laſt two battalions 


one Week. I ſhould be very happy to contribute Fry, thing i in my power for 
the good of the feryice. 


WP 
4 6 


» 
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From Major General STUART's Warte- Camp to Ge OMITH, GCC. 


Fort St. George, Ofober I4, as. 

1 Geral thinks it 1s not now too late in the ſeaſon to engage the black 
merchants to bring their rice to Pulicat coaſt- ways. He means at all 

events to ſend one battalion of ſepoys, without their guns, to keep up the 

communication, and protect the poor people and others going to the north- - 

ward. Yow will provide cover for them, or ſome place to encamp on, un- 

til cover can be had. They will bring twenty-ſix days rice with them, and 

by that time it is hoped you wlll be able to * that battalion and n more. 


5 
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Ne 9 IO, 
From Captain SMITH to Major General STUART 8 Aid-de-Camp. 


Pulicat, 22 15. 1782. | 


1 CAN * aſſure the W that nothing ſhall be wanting on my part 
to bring grain to this place; but there will be many other things wanted 
here beſides rice, and I hope the battalion that 1s coming here will bring 
ſome of them, viz. gee, oil, and curryſtuff, for there is very little or none 
at all at this place. I ſhall find out a place for the battalion to encamp on, 


til can procure ſhelter enough for them all. 


No II. 


From Captain SMITH to Major General STUART": 8 Aid-de-Camp. 


Pulicat, Oeober I5, 1782. 


HAVE received your letter of yeſterday, acquainting me that a battalion 
of ſepoys was coming here. 8 
Agreeable to the General's deſire, I am to inform you, that there are but 
three Maſſulah boats at this place, which with one or two more I ſhould be 
able to land rice 1 faſt from any veſſel or veſſels that may be ſent here. 


Ne 12. 
From Captain Lrsachr to the Commander i in Chief. 


Ellore, O ober 18, I 582. 


1 HAVE this moment had the pleaſure to receive your letter of | 
; and ſhall loſe no time in replying, according to the beſt of my 
Judgment, to the queries which you have done me the honour to put to me. 


beginning with aan, and ſo proceeding e. 
8 Was 


u 1 er d Neben K., . i 


Was the whole army to the northward of, or near the banks of the Kiſtna, 
it could be plentifully ſupplied with all kinds of proviſions from the Circars, 
but I ſhould ſuppoſe that the diſtance from the preſidency would be too 
great, particularly at this ſeaſon of the year, when every little Nullah, of 
which there are great numbers on the road, is capable of impeding the march 
even of a ſmall detachment for many days. 

The country between the Kiſtna and Ongole is nearly depopulated, and 
ſcarce any cultivation has been carried on in it for two years paſt - of courſe, 
it would produce little or nothing for a detachment ; poſſibly, the high price 
which proviſions would fetch, might induce the people of the Guntoor Circar 


to furniſh junnaloo, ſmall grain and gram, which I believe are the only pro- 
ductions of the country; but nothing can be depended upon from that quar- 
ter, as an order from the Subab (of the Deckan) GRE: put a ſtop to our 


b+y 


receiving a ſingle bullock load from thence. 


The country about Ongole produces ſcarce any thing 106 Junnaloo in the beſt 
of ſeaſons, and I am told there has been a great want of rain during this laſt 


one, from which I conclude proviſions of all kinds are far from being plenty 
with them; but Captain Edmonds, who is on the ſpot, will be better able 
to inform you of every thing relative to what may be PRI from that 


country, a as alſo from the Guntoor Circar, 

Nellore has always been reckoned a plentiful country, but as they, moſt 
likely have ſent large ſupplies to Madras, the people on the ſpot can be the 
only judges of what remains. However, I ſhould ſuppoſe, that a brigade 


at leaſt might be plentifully ſupplied there from the country, and if the 


owners of veſſels to the northward hear that there is a demand for rice, gram, 


ghee, &c. at the ſmall ports and rivers near Nellore (ſuch as Vutcur, Gan- b 


gaputnam, Kiſtnapatam, &c.) you may depend on having large ſupplies in 
the courſe of next month, for merchants will prefer ſtopping at thoſe places, to 
puſhing on to Madras—the riſk from cruiſers being leſs, and boats more readily to be 


had, if proper precautions are taken in time—but a redoubt, or ſome kind of 


poſt, ſhould, I think, be conſtructed at each of the places where it is deter- 
mined to land grain, &c. to protect it from ſmall parties of the enemies 
horſe. 

Pulicat would, I imagine, be alſo a good ſtation for abque - A brigade— 
forage for cattle, and ſmal grains for the followers might be produced along, 
and 'by means of the lake, and rice from the ſea. 1 more 

I have not an exact liſt of the rivers, but during the monſoon there are in- 
numerable nullahs and inlets from the ſea, which would impede the move- 
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ment of troops along the coaſt. You are not ſo liable ro intetroptiofis of this 
kind on the inland road; but there may be others of a different nature c 
to be apprehended, unleſs the force is conſiderable. 


WT if 


Ne 13. 


From Major Genen STUART to his Excellency Lieutenant General 
Sir EYRE CooTE, K. B. Commander 1 in Chief 3 in India. 


Fort St. George, October 21, 1782. 


DID myſelf the honour of informing you, how much I was alarmed with 

ſomething more than appearances, that the direct conſequence of opinions 
oiven, regarding the future diſpoſition of this army, would tend to its diſſo- 
lution—contrary, Sir, to your opinion ſo lately given upon that important 
point: I mean to ſay, that it is in ſpeculation from a certain quarter, to bring 
forward a reſolution to content ourſelves merely with a garriſon here, and to 
ſend off the reſt of the army to ſhift for itſelf where it can. 

Their apprehenſion, is the want of rice: and you may ſee, Sir, by my 
private letter to —————, that an ill-timed cconomy of money, which 
your Board has no objection to give, 1s the main obſtacle to prevent any 
quantiry of rice being thrown in for two months to come, either to Pulicat 
or this place. 

The impolitic ſtep which has been impending before the 15h, is now 

more likely to be brought forward by our misfortune in lofing about 30, ooo 
bags of rice in the late ſtorm. I am, however, well informed, that the means 
is in ſtore to maintain this army for four months at leaſt; and at all events 
(without acts of very great violence to the ſtation I have the honour to fill), 
this army, ſo far as it regards the men at arms, ſhall not be ſeparated, and in 
fat diſbanded, without your concurrence and that of the Supreme Board. 
I have, ſince the ſtorm, taken the trouble in perfon to examine all the in- 
dents for rice, in order to reduce things to the loweſt quantity poſſible 
for the fighting men, and diſcharging or ſending to Nellore the greater part 
of the followers of the army, bullock drivers, &c, &c. 

This buſineſs, with infinite difficulty, has been gone through; and I have 
acquainted the gentlemen in Government, that inſtead of 500 bags (the 
uſual allowance per day), 350, and even a ſmaller quantity, would do, by 
moving two battalions to Nellore ; and under this elcort, I] propoſed to fend 


a great 
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a great part of the followers. I ſhall then ſee what reſolution they will come 
to; and ſhall endeavour to ſhew, with as much temper as 1 am maſter of, 
the abſolute neceſſity there is at this criſis, that our enemies ſhould” think we 
are in condition to take the field with as much readineſs as formerly. OZ 

The ſtorm of the 15th at night, was ſo violent, that it ſhattered ook all 
the tents of the army. We had ſhifted ground the day before; and there 
fell ſo much rain, that I was under the neceſſity of putting the army. into 
cantonments with all expedition. They are now diſpoſed of pretty nearly 


as laſt year, with the difference of one battalion at Falkas, And. two at 
Mellore. 


No 14. 
ed ; Major General STUART to Sir ExRE Coore, K. B. Kc. &c. 


| | | Fer. St. George, Onober 23, 1992 
PELIEVIN G as 1 do, that hay paſſes here in the Committee is com- 
municated- to your Board, it is needleſs for me to ſpeak on theſe ſub- 
jects. What l have now moſt earneſtly to requeſt of you, Sir, is to enforce 
with your influence the giving every encouragement. to the people in Bengal 
and in the Circars, to import rice and ſmall grain into Pulicatꝰ or Madras 
for the two ante months. 


NIS. 
From Major General STUART to e General Sir ExRR 
| CoorTE, N. . 


Fart St. George, Ole ber 27, OH 
FJAVING « the honour to command his Majeſty's troops here, during your 
| abſence, and knowing undoubtedly, as commanding the or 
troops, what 1 now addreſs you upon, 1 ee acquaint you, that 


* From the contents of this labile and from various other Pen in this Appendix, it muſt, 
be evident, that when Major General Stuart directed grain to be ſent to Palicat at his own riſk, 
it was for the public benefit he ated, without any. intereſted intentions or view to gain from mo- 
nopoly, otherwiſe he would not have preſſed, in the way he did, on all occaſions, daf grain 
fhould be ſent rom all quarters, either to Pulicat or M: dra 


if 
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if ſome immediate remedy is not applied by authority from the Supreme 
Board of Bengal, ſuch as to give me a latitude to judge of what proportion 


of the rice in ſtore here is to be applied for the uſe of the army, and an of- 


ficial report made to me of what is really in ſtore, and what is apparent from 
the manifeſt loaded in ſhips in the roads, and daily arriving, it will be im- 


poſſible (as things are now managed) to prevent the moſt diſagreeable con- 


ſequences, which your Excellency, as a ſoldier, knows to reſult from a mu- 
tinous behaviour of the black troops, even though it ſhould be quelled. 


Your Excellency has been informed, that rather than conſent to the army's 


being ſeparated, equal to the diſbanding them, 1 had engaged to reduce the 


daily conſumption from 500 to 350 bags of rice. After I had from neceſ- 


ſity propoſed this diminution, and had, contrary to my own private feelings, 
made a reduction in the followers of the army, without being able to ſatisfy 


them for their arrears, or even for their ſuſtenance in rice, the Government 


again told me, te that inſtead of 350, they could only give me 250 bags; and ihat 
* 1 muſt be anſwerable for the conſequences, if any greater part of the army re- 
* mains here than could be ſubſſted on that quantity,” Foreſeeing the conſe- 
quences, I told them, that if they would ſet apart, under proper manage- 
ment, 31,000 bags of rice, at the rate of 250 bags per day, I would anſwer 
for keeping this army for four months to come, provided they gave me more 
as more arrived; but I told them, © that they ought to give 300 pagodas the 
& garce, inſtead of 150 or 200, for the two months to come; and that I would *, 
et from my own private fortune, give 20 pagodas more for each garce than was 
66 given by their Government.“ 1 told them alſo, that I ſhould write to a friend 
of mine in the Supreme Board in Bengal, to move in that Board, to give a 


premium of one or two rupees a bag for rice by land or ſea, delivered at 
Pulicat or Madras, until the end of tocedGer 


The narrowed delivery of rice, which, in conſequence of a degree of . 


compulſion, I have been obliged to order reſpecting the native corps and 
their followers, has ſown the ſeeds of diſcontent ſo deeply among them, that 
an actual mutiny took place in the 2d and 17th battalions of ant on being 
ordered to march to Nellore; and this mutiny was quelled only by my pre- 
ſence among them. They are now gone on, taking under their eſcort many 
followers of the army, and all the ſupernumerary gun bullocks. Some of the 


regiments of Bengal ſepoys were guilty of acts of mutiny—that, by ma- 
nagement, has likewiſe ſubſided. | 


* It was the oppoſition I met with upon this and ſimilar occaſions, which led me to riſk my 


private fortune in the manner I have done for the public ſervice, 


— — e e | J tell, 
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I tell, once for all, to your Excellency, and I defire you will tell the Su- 
preme Board of it in my name, that in the manner this Government is pro- 
ceeding with miſplaced ceconomy of money, it will be impoſſible for me to 
keep this army in due ſubordination and diſcipline, and much leſs to e it 
forward into the field at the time when it may be the moſt wanted. 


This very day, in converſation upon the ſubject of my Minute, that when 
more rice was to come, more was to be delivered on account to the army, 
and that the number T meant to maintain upon half the uſual quantity, was 
excluſive of the detachment of Europeans now landed, and having heard of 
above 6, ooo bags of rice being arrived within theſe two days I was anſwer- 
ed, that no more than 250 bags a day Ken be 1 75 me, whatever was my 


| Minute. 15 
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From Captain SMITH to the Commander in Chief. 


Palas October 24, 1 78 . 


En. NG received a letter from the Adjutant General, .informing me 

that you think the ſervants and followers of the 4th battalion of ſepoys, 
on account of the diſtance from Madras, ſhould be ſupplied with rice at 
Pulicat; J think it my duty to acquaint you, that I cannot poſſibly do it 
without diſtreſſing this garriſon, the rice and paddy which I have collected 
from the inhabitants in conſequence of your letter, not being ſufficient for 
five days; and as that battalion will be in want of rice, as ſoon as the quantity 
they brought from Madras is expended, I hope you will take it into conſi- 
deration to order a ſupply in time, as there is not a grain to be got in this 
place, and no probability of any arriving for ſome time to come. 


WW . ̃ d / 
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[ From Captain LYSAGUT to the Commander in Chief, 


[ | | Ellore, Oclober . 1 782 Wh 
4 he \WIN G to the heavy rains which have fallen to the ſouthward, your favour - 
| of the 15th did not reach me until the 26th, and the ſame tappal brought 
1 5 the melancholy accounts of e dreadful effefts. of the late gale, If exertions were 
| neceſſary before that happened, they are become ten- fold ſo now, and you may reſt 
aſſured, that every little influence I have among the northern merchants, 
ſhall be enforced, and my own credit ſtretched to the utmoſt to forward the 
ſcheme you have ſug ogeſted, _ 
Immediately on receipt of your favour, I wrote to my ſervant to the 
northward to haſten his buſineſs as much as poſſible, He had engaged 
thirteen veſſels for rice, each of which, one with another, will carry 2, 200 
bags. Six of theſe veſſels will be diſpatched for certain within the courſe of 
next month for Pulicat, and about one-half of the remaining ones, will, I 
hope, be got off before Chriſtmas. I have written to every merchant I know 
on the coaſt, to ſend ſupplies of every kind without loſs of time, and pointed 
out to them the advantage that Pulicat will have over Madras in point of 
diſpatch, With reſpect to the price offered, I think it fully ſufficient to in- 
. . duce people to the riſk ; but, from the payments being to be made by bills 
on the Government of Bengal, will not be reliſhed, the difficulty of getting 
money from thence being very great at preſent, If bills could be granted on 
any of the northern chiefſhips for part, to enable the merchants to go on 
with the buſineſs, it might do; but if the whole is to be paid in Bengal, 
they will be entirely at a ſtand for want of caſh, The ſending troops to the 
different places on the coaſt to which the grain veſſels reſort, will certainly 
be a very good meaſure ; at preſent there are great numbers (equal to a 
lack [ 100,000] of bags at leaſt) building and repairing in the different 
| rivers in the Chicacole and Ganjam diſtricts, for the protection of which there 
| is not ſo much as a ſingle guard of ſepoys—of courſe a boat's crew may deſtroy 
the hole: The crop about here, owing to the want of rain, will be little 
more than ſufficient for the conſumption of the inhabitants; but, fortunately, 
as you go north it is better and better, and I am told, that from the Chica- 
1 —— | cole, Kimmedy, and Ganjam countries, they will be able to export large 


quantities, Ina Cay or two I ſhall do myſelf the pleaſure of ee you 
again. 


1 5 PEN Ur wi. men 


No 18. 

From Captain Bis nor (Commanding the Eſcort, having in Charge a 
Proportion of the Draft and Carriage Cattle, and Followers of the 
Army c ordered to Nellore to be ſubſiſted chere during the Magſoon 
gk to the Commander i in Chief. 


ol Ds F | Hoon 1913345 "_ ene North Bank of the Pulicat River, | 
F by „ Od ober 30, 1782. —6 4, NM. 


Jie 


1. DID maya the tenor to inform you of the detachment having croſſed 
the Cotelar river, and I have now the pleaſure to tell you that the whole 
of it paſſed this river laſt night and this morning. From Captain Smith's 
information reſpecting the Cotapatam river, we have little difficulty to appre- 


hend in the croſſing of it. In this caſe, Sir, I hope to execute your wiſhes in | 


getting the detachment to Nellore in a few days. 
Except a few bags, all the rice you ſent from Madras after the detachment 


had marched, has been ſerved out; the ſepoy families became ſo clamorous, 


that I found it abſolutely neceſſary to give them two ſeers each—this, with 
what they have been able to pick up here, will I hope carry them to Nellore. 
The fighting men have now ſeven days rice on their backs, I have had re- 


peated applications ſrom the officers of the detachment, for rice for their pri- 


vate followers ; but ſituated as I was, with delays and difficulties in view, 


I did not hold it juſtifiable in ne out a as grain to any one but thoſe 
ü n neceſſary, 


The public followers attached to the two 10 have bad three days rice erved 


to them this morning ,..what was ordered to them at Madras being out yeſterday. 


If any thing particular occurs on the march I will inform you of it. BEL, 


[e] 
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| . Ne 19. 


From Captain LysacuT to Major General STUART. 


Ellore, November 4, 1782. ( received 12th, 5 


"APTAIN SMITH writes me, that one of my veſſels is arrived at Puli- 
| cat —ſhe carries about 2000 bags, the whole of which he expected to 
have landed by the firſt inſtant. A doney with between four and five hundred 
bags muſt have failed from Coringha ere now—ſhe was ready three days ago. 
My ſervant at Colingapatam writes me, that he will certainly diſpatch between 
nine and ten thouſand bags from different places to the northward, within 
the courſe of next month, and I hope he will be able to get as much more 
away within the month of December. Chocaput Chitty* has written to me, and : 
communicated the ſubſtance of the meſſage you gave him for me. You may 
4 reſt aſſured that every exertion in my power thall be made, and I flatter 10 
„ elf that they will not be ineffectual. 
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Ne 20. 
i ; From Major General $Tvart to Lieutenant General Sir Erxr 5 
ö Coorn, K. B. &c. 


Fort St. George, November 5s, 1782. 


THE quantity (of rice) loſt in the ſtorm of the 16th, has been ſupplied'by 

| ſhips now at anchor, but it is not yet landed. I have aſſurances of above 
7000 bags of rice coming to Pulicat in ten days hence, pon my private credit, 
| and aſſurances of 20 per cent. more than theſe eeconomiſts: of what does not 
5 belong to them now offer to the importers; and I truſt t you will not ſuffer 
me to = a lojer by this neceſſary THIER in this moſt important object of ale al 


preſent. 


* This man is a very confiderable Hindoo 8 110 was told by me to uſe every in- 
fluence he poſſeſſed in the northern provinces, together with Captain Lyſaght's ſervant, to en- 
courage the ſending grpn from thence, immediately to Pulicat. | 


4 


From the commander in-| Chief's Aid-de-Camp to Captain 
OMITH ®, &c. 


Fort St. ne November 7. 178 2. 


| THE General deſires me to acquaint you, that he has received aſſurances 
25 rom the northward, of a very large quantity of rice being to be ſent to 
Pulicat upon the firength of his 6wn credit. He wiſhes you would take the 
trouble to collect and repair all the Maſſulah boats you can, as quickly as 
poſſible, and alſo inform him of the proper ſtore-houſes or godowns where 
this rice and other grain may be put. He deſires me to add, that you can 
do no greater ſervice to the public, nor more agreeable to him, than by af- 
fording your utmoſt aſſiſtance on the preſent occaſion. | 


"N” 223. 


From the Commander in Chief's Aid-de-Camp to Captain GrorGE 
Ie CAMPBELL Commanding at Nellore * 


For. St, George, N 7, 1782. 


HE (che General) deſires that you will take occaſion to acquaint the prin- 

cipal conicoplies or ſervants belonging to the paymaſter or to the 
agent, or the parks of artillery of Bengal or Madras eſtabliſhment—in ſhort, 
of all thoſe that call themſelves followers of this army in the pay of the Com- 
pany, that you are ordered by him to make muſter of the whole in one day, 
both of the number of perſons, and of the number of bullocks, diſtinguiſhing 
the ſerviceable from the unſerviceable, Captain Biſhop or Lieutenant Smart 


'* The officer here named is at preſent a Lieutenant Colonel in the Company's Service, and 
was at this time the officer who commanded at Pulicat. From my knowledge of his regularity: 
and good conduct, I confided the whole management of the grain magazine to him, together | 
with the proportion reſerved for public exigence, and for which I became anſwerable to Captain 


Lyſaght. = ; 
[<]2 5 will 


— 
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will give you the aſſiſtance you may want in the way that they know.the 
army * was laſt muſtered; and theſe returns you will ſend him as ſoon as 
poſſible. 


N? 23. 
The MinvuTz of the General, in Committee, November 8, 1782. 


ENFRAL STUART aſſures the Committee, that there have been re- 
Peated applications made to him from ſeparate corps, as if ſomething of 

a mutinous diſpoſition was to be apprehended, owing. to the very great ar- 
rears of pay now due to the army, but eſpecially owing to the reſtrained delivery 
of rice, and the impoſſibility there is of purchaſing it for money ! he begs the moſt 
ſerious attention of the Committee to this repreſentation, and that one 


month's more pay, &. may be iſſued, which will bring the Arp to Joe 
months arrears. 


ND „„ 
From WILLIAM TiERNAY, ſq; Secretary to his Excellency the 
Commander in Chief in India, to Major General STUART. 


Bad OZober 23, 1782. 


AM particularly directed to expreſs Sir Eyre Coote's ſolicitude to have 
the cavalry kept up. This he conſiders as a point of infinite import- 
ance ; and is indeed convinced that you muſt yourſelf ſee it in the ſame 


light.— I hope, ere long, to have the happineſs of informing 105 of the 
General's perfect recovery. 


® This alludes to'my plan of muſtering the whole army and departments, which accordingly 
took place in one day October 12, 1782, as ſtated in the Company's records, 
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N26. 
From Major General STUART to Sir Eyre ann. 


N — Fort St. George, November 12, 1782, 
UNLESS I am "mn in the practical conduct of this army, and have 
your ſanction to comply with their juſt and neceſſary demands, as far as 

Bengal rice and money will go, your Excellency muſt excuſe me, if I hold 

the Board of Bengal and yourſelf reſponſible for the conſequences. 


Ne 26. 


88 Captain SMITH to the Commander in Chief. 


\ 


| Pulicat, November 13, 1782, 
I FLATTER myſelf you will be ſatisfied with me, when I aſſure you, that 

1 have appropriated the greateſt part of this cargo to the officers, ſepoys, 
and followers of Captain Biſhop's detachment, who were much diſtreſſed when 
they arrived here. I iſſued zo them all about ſeven days rice, at the rate of 
ſix ſeers for the rupee; beſides, I have ſupplied the wants of the officers and 
ſepoys cantoned here, at the ſame rate, The rice expected from the north- 
ward, which you have been ſo good to write for, ſhall be regularly reported 
to you as it arrives, ſetting forth the quantity and quality in each veſſel, I 
have the pleaſure to inform you of the arrival of a ſmall veſſel of Captain 
Lyſaght, wi 18 755 and rice, as you ſee by the incloſed. | 


9 


From Major General STUART to Lieutenant General Sir EyRE 
| Coors, K. B. &c. 


Port St, George, November 14, 1782, 


THE Creſpigny, with 10,000 bags of rice, arrived this day; and we 
| hourly expect to ſee Jamieſon and Boſwell. I pray you to ſend us all you 
can *, and at every riſk, for eight weeks to come, 


* A further proof of no rice job meant for Pulicat. 1 75 
I have 


xxil rn IE D193; en 


I have received Mr. Tiernay's letter of the 23d ult. and hope to have one 


in a few days from yourſelf, to ſee. your name, which will give me great ſa- 


tisfaction. The black cavalry ſhall not be let EE a man of chem! 
On Monday next the whole will be reviewed. 


The MINUTE of the General, ſent in circulation, November 10, 1782. 


IT was alſo my duty, in every capacity, to repreſent the firſt beginnings, of 

* diſagreeable feelings in the army, owing to their diſtreſs from arrears of 
pay, and the confined delivery of rice, without the means of purchaſi1 ing 5 

If the funds can be found to pay off the arrears of five months to the 

officers, they will be enabled to diſcharge the balances due by them for rice 

received by their ſervants, and alſo to provide neceſſaries for the next cam- 


paign; and if two months are paid to the black troops, it will be very well 


for the preſent. 


In regard to another part of the Preſident's Minute, read in Committee 
the 14th (November), which throws on me the reſponſibility, if not the 
blame, if there are diſcontents in the army, ariſing from the narrowed de- 
livery of rice, becauſe, as the Preſident ſays, it is my fault if the army is 
kept together in larger numbers than to be fed with 250 bags per day—T 
need only requeſt the attention of the Committee to my Minute of the 22d 
ult. which is pretty full on that ſubject. It will there appear, that when it 
was ſtated that no more would be given than 250 bags, although I had re- 
duced the conſumption from 500 to 350 bags, and wiſhed to keep it on this 
laſt quantity, I then ſaid, that if the quantity 31,000 bags (250 per day) 
was ſet apart, I ſhould anſwer for the ſubſiſtence of the army for four months, 


truſting that if more rice came, more would be allowed—1 ſay ſo ſtill : more 


has come; and, if I am well informed, above 60,000 bags more; and therefore 


J hope more will be allowed, eſpecially f there is no public bazar © for rice to be 
bought at, 


4 . 


I 


* This was the caſe at the Preſidency at that time, 


N * "8g. 
The Minutes of the General, in Sonatas, November: 23, 1782. 


General STuarT.] I HAVE the ſatisfaction to inform the Committee, that 
his- Excellency the Commander i in Chief, there is the moſt agreeable proſpect 
of his being here in perſon to command this army the next campaign. The 
General mentions to me, that every exertion will be made to furniſh money, 
proviſions, and horſes to mount the cavalry, ſepoys, and laſcars, draughts, 


field carriages, &c. He obſerves, that the ſafety of India depends on this 


army, and on its being immediately put in a ſtate to ſecure their ſervices 
in full force, preparatory to the expected fatigues of the enſuing campaignz 
and his Excellency deſires me to repreſent to this Government, Sor. thing 
that may occur for forwarding the ſervice. 

| 1. have had the honour to write to the Right Honourable Preſident ſince 
receiving Sir Eyre Coote's letters, on the ſubject of bullocks, draught and 
Nie and doubt not of every thing 1 in that branch being got in readi- 
care 5 the hs exerciſe, wy” diſcipline of this valuable army upon the 
future e of which ſo much ſeems to depend. 


TO 5 3 


Brem Captain LysAGuT to 1 General STUART.” bot) 28h 


\ 


Ellore, November 2 3. 17 9 Fay f 


[NLrss Iam 1 to \ diſpoſe of a third, or a quarter of the car. 
goes on ready money * I ſhall be at a ſtand: I am therefore to requeſt 
chat! you will be pleaſed to give inſtructions to N Smith eee 0 


* To conſequence of Captain Lyſaght's former letter of 26th Odtober, added to that of 5 


23d November, I gave inſtructions to Captain Smith for only one-half of the rice and other 
grain to be reſerved at my riſe for the exigency of the public ſervice; the other half was llt free 
for ſale, to 1 ready money to Captain Lyſaght's . | 


AP PN DIA WAI. *I 


by the letters I have had the honour to receive from 
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Ne 31. 


From Major g STUART to Lieutenant General Sir Era 
Coorx, K. B. &c. HE 


Fort St. George, December 1, 1782, 


1 HAVE excuſed our black cavalry from every duty: the rains fell ſo heavy 

that their horſes were reduced to ſkeletons, There is a great ſickneſs 
among the black troopers, poor fellows, owing, as I believe, to the reſtrain- 
ed delivery of rice, and none to purchaſe for their wives and children *, who 
live upon their pittance'!—I am yet confined to 250 bags per day; but I 
have juſt now had accounts of a veſſel expected at Pulicat, and ſhall' then 
order a free market for every one to purchaſe. I wrote to your Excellency 
long ago on this. I truſt it will be no extra expence; but if it ſhould, and 


thoſe here refuſe to pay me, I hope you will ſee my bills paid; as in this 


way we can ſave the lives of theſe deſerving men, and keep ” a u fer 


and a bodies of the en Bengal ſepoys. 


„ 


From Major General STUART to Lieutenant General Sir ExkE 


Coor E, K. B. &c. 


Fort St, George, December 6, 1782. 


VERY report we have through hircarrahs or ſepoys, or from Vandewaſh, 
agree that Hyder has been very ill, and ſome ſay he is dead. The ler 
- bere is wet, and the moiſture and cold rawneſs in the air has encreaſed the ſickneſs 
among the Europeans (even the old campaigners) very much indeed. Doctor 
Davies tells me the fevers are ſlight, and they will recover with the dry weather. 
Our tents are in a bad ſtate, and nothing ſufficient come from the north. 


On my repreſenting to the Committee that part of your Excellency” s letter 


In thoſe times of diſtreſs, I gave directions, through the military grain keeper, to ſupply the 
wants of the native cavalry and of the Bengal ſepoys, who were unable to ſupport themſelves 
and families upon the ſingle ſeer, or pint, of rice per man. They accordingly did receive that 
extra allowance, and ſettled for it with the military grain keeper. This conſtant additional ſup- 
ply was ſent, until there was a public bazar or market eſtabliſhed, 


9 5 recommending 


APPENDA1N wk A* 


recommending the forwarding rice to Chingleput „ the Preſident ſtated the impoſſ bility, 
from the inconſiderable quantity now in ftore, and the riſk from M. Suffreiu 


blocking up the roads, which will very pollibly — in ten or fifteen ye 
hence. 


*. 33. 
From Captain Lrsacnr to Major General Sroanr. 


Ekllore, December 6, PIP 


WT 1 1550 now to requeR, is, that you will permit Captain Smith 
to diſpoſe of the rice, &c, I am now ſending him for ready money, 


Inſtead of delivering it to the Company for bills drawn upon the Governor 
General and Council, and for him to pay the caſh, as he receives it, into the 
Company's Treaſury at Madras, for bills upon the Court of Directors, at the 
uſual exchange. By this means you will ſerve me in a moſt eſſential point, 
and as Government is to receive the caſh, it will be equally benefited. 

I neither wiſh or deſire to derive any advantage from an encreaſe of price 

| upon the grain *, the prices you have fixed being in my opinion fully ſuffi- = N 

cient. All I want is, not to let fo favourable a propoſal ſlip, which muſt be TH : f 

the caſe if I am obliged to TIP) of bills 2 in Bengal. 5 „ -I 


Ne 34. 
From n LysAGHT to Major General STUART, 
TOY Ellore, December 10, 1762. | „ | 
HAD hopes that my 1 with the black merchants and others near 


Cbicacole, to whom I am known, would have been the means of a very 
confiderable ſupply being ſent ere now to Pulicat; for as I was not able to go 


* Captain Lyſaght having thus conſented to paſs from be taventy agodas extra, beſides the 
credit given for the remaining half of the grain for the public exigency, encreaſes the obligation 
on my part to prevent any real loſs to his eſtate, ariſing from this tranſaction. 


% to 


4 
#1 
4 
of 
h 


xxvi A r E N DI K, NH 


to the northward myſelf, I requeſted of Lieutenant Meath of my battalion to 
go along the coaſt, to recommend in my name the immediate diſpatching of 


| every veſſel that could be got ready; but unfortunately, the want of ſufficient 


depth of water in moſt of the northern rivers, occaſioned by a failure laſt 

month of the uſual rains, prevented a number of veſſels from getting to ſea, 

the owners of which had promiſed to diſpatch them with all expedition. 
My own agent expected to have had from ten to twelve thouſand bags ſhip- 


ped off by the firſt of this month, but only four of his veſſels having x got out 


of the rivers, he has as yet not been able to diſpatch more than about eight 
thouſand bags to Pulicat, all of which is I hope ſafely arrived there ere now. 
He gives me hopes that he will be able to get nearly eight thouſand bags 


more away by the 15th inſtant ; and informs me that the only additional ex- 
| pence which will be incurred, is half a rupee per bag, given to the owners of 
ſuch veſſels as fail before the 20th of this month, it not being ſafe or uſual for 


them to go to the ſouthward before the beginning of January. 


Ne 35: 


From Major General STUART to Lieutenant General Sir Exge 
Coors, K. B. &c. 


Fort &i. George, December 12, 1782, 2. 


I AM happy to inform you, that the Latham, and the detachment under 

Lieutenant Colonel Fullarton, arrived at Negapatam the 1ſt of December, 
in the morning; and I think the ſouthern provinces are now ſecure. Every 
thing in army matters goes on, as far as I can on my own authority forward 
them perfect obedience in the troops here. Rice is ſent to Chingleput for 
the garriſon but the Preſident WP that none can be ſpared bed feld operations until 


more arrives here. 
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36. 
From Captain SMITH to Major General STU ART. 


Pulicat, December 14, 1782. 
DID myſelf the pleaſure to write laſt night, and informed you of the ar- 


rival of a ſmall cargo of rice from Captain Lyſaght. I ſhall be glad to 


wow if I may diſpoſe of any of your part of it to thoſe ſepoys in the ſervice, 


who may want a little rice*- for the ſupport of their families, and others 


who are paſſing and repaſſing on detachment, they paying for the ſame. 


Ne 37. 


EXTRACT from Major General STUART" 8 ons in Committee, 
December 14, 1782 (on delivering the General Returns, together 
with the particular Mode in the execution of hie Plan for muſtering 


the Army, and every Department thereof, in One Day, ſo as to con- 
trol the mech in the Field, &.). 


* sro ART] Hv N once aſcertained the mode of muſtering, 5 


with the form of the return, every thing in point of 
expence, may ſoon be known. But I gained, beſides, another principal point 
in coming at the knowledge of the real number of people who, under any 


deſcription of general orders, were intitled to draw rice—a circumſtance 


which gave me great relief of mind, when I found myſelf charged with 
reſponſi ibility, ap} kept the army nearer to Madras, in greater numbers than could 
be fed upon little more than half the uſual quantity of rice formerly ans THE 

In the expectation J had of a certain reſource, upon my own credit from ano- 
ther quarter, which I do not even now deſpair of, it has been ſo managed for 
theſe ſix or ſeven weeks paſt, that this army, with the public and private 
followers, have been ſupplied from the 250 bags daily allowance. All the 
fighting men and officers ſervants have been furniſhed from this ſtock, 


* Captain Smith had my diredions to aſſiſt theſe poor people to the utmoſt of his power. 


CIR excepting 


mg ERR C_— — _tCT — 
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= excepting thoſe of two battalions of ſepoys gone to Nellore, who carried 
11 with them rice for three weeks, and excepting about 4, ooo of the public 
5 5 followers, who have been reduced: but I muſt fairly confeſs, that it has 
9 taken up ſo much of my time and attention, to examine and mark the re- 


9 5 turns before the rice is iſſued, that I cannot much longer continue It, 1 now 
0 te ſeaſon of action is coming on. 
Bi Ig | | 


T here being no rice for ſale-in the bazar, and the wives and families of the na- 
5 Co tive troops therefore much diſtreſſed, it well deſerves the attention of Govern- 
= ment to increaſe the quantity for the uſe of the army, or to find a way to 
5 | maintain their families, becauſe theſe poor people living upon the pittance 

4 5 of the native ſoldier, eſpecially thoſe of the better caſts of the cavalry. and 
5 | Bengal ſepoys, the men are ſo debilitated for want of ſufficient nouriſhment, 
1 e that it has been reported to me as the chief cauſe of the very great ſickneſs. pre- 
vailing amongſt them, On this account, I have found a way to ſend ſome rice 
1 | to the followers of the Bengal regiments, and to the corps of cavalry, but 
1 iin no ſhape adequate to the wants of their families; it is indeed out of my 
power to apply a ſufficient remedy from the allowance of 250 bags a day. 


Þ Although theſe perſonal attentions to the delivery of rice, are out of the 
160 | i line of my duty, yet at this particular cr;/s I feel an extreme ſatisfaction in 
It having been in any reſpect aſſiſting zo preſerve this valuable army in the moſt 
i proper i 7 tuation for ibe public ſervice, and at the ſame time in ſtriking off very 

unneceſſary expenditure of (rice) that moſt valuable article, 


I have thought proper to preſent this Report to the Committee, together 
"FF 3 with the four laſt returns, comprehending every deſcription and claſs of 
1 people and departments, not inſerted in the returns from the Adjutant Ge- 
neral. There is alſo an extract of the general orders connected with 
control; one in particular from his Excellency Sir Eyre Coote, which gives 
the cleareſt proof of his attention to prevent all improper waſte or loſs of 

ſtores or proviſions in the field; and this ſingle order of itſelf, if properly 


attended to by thoſe in charge of proviſions, Kc. might have the moſt ſalu- 
tary effect poſſible. 35 


If what has been done in this bulinefs can be of public benefit, every pur- 
pole 1n Ln view is antwered. 


N | (Signed) TAMs STUART: 
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N 38. 
From Major General SL ART to Lieutenant General Sir Erne 


Fort St. a December 14; 1782. | 


1 SEND a ranſerigt of our lateſt intelligence -A, as I hear, bas been 
officially reported dead | ö 


1 have heard by Sir John Burgoyne, that your Ben vs ad: flips 
to ſend horſes for his regiment, I have given official notice 1% provide gram 
for them, and for the cavalry during the next campaign. Still I beg leave to re- 
commend the ſending of proper large gram from Bengal in large quantities. 


75 Ne 39. 


"From Major General STUART to Lieutenant Cox, commanding at 
Trivatore. 


A 


3 Fort St. George, December 1 5s. 1782. 
VoD will proceed, with the battalion under your command; to Pulicat, 

and from thence take with you the 4th battalion, and march with both 
battalions towards Nellore, in proper ſtages, according to the information 
which you will receive from Captain Smith, commanding at Pulicat, and 
Captain Campbell at Nellore. The object of this detachment is to take 


the draught and carriage cattle, and followers of the army, under your 
cover from thence to the army. 
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N 40. 


From Major General ban to the Preſident (Lord Vacanrxxv) g 


— 


| [ Separate Communication, No .]. 
Fort St. George, December 1 5, 1 782. 2. 
THE cavalry cannot poſſibly keep together for duty in camp without 
gram—it is theory to think ſo; and therefore not only as to the preſent 
cavalry, but alſo for the horſes expected from Bengal, the moſt certain 
ruin will befal them, if gram of one ſort and another is not provided from 


the northward, and from Bengal, and even large quantities of paddy, to 
ſupply. the place of gram when none can be had. This memorandum of 
gram, I defire may be taken notice of; for, without it, we ſhall loſe, in one 
month, the ſervice of all this excellent corps of native cavalry, It may 


come by boats of every ſort ; and the large Pea, or northern gram! 1 do as 
well as any thing. 


NA. 
From Captain SMITH to the Commander in Chief. 


Pulicat, December 1 s, 1782. 
HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that Mr. Cox, with the battalion 
under his command, arrived here this morning, and he has informed me, 


that all the rice ſent to Mr, Dawes will be only ſufficient for twelve days for 
the fighting men; and obſerves, that the followers, laſcars, and bullock”. 


drivers, will want rice for that. number of days; for as it is uncertain how 
long they may be on the road, he cannot conveniently ſpare any to them of 
that ſtock, and has indented to me for the number of ſeers neceſſary for the 
march, which I ſhall deliver to him, in order that he may not be retarded, 

out of your rice which 1s landed here, though I ought to have received your 
orders firft, as they have no money to pay for it. 1 ſhall be glad to know how 


J am to account for ſuch iſſues, and how it is to be paid for. 


F Mr. 
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Mr. Dives will be obliged to leave a number of ſick, and all the families 
of his ſepoys behind, whom 1 ſhall ſupply with your rice at the rate of fix 
ſeer for the rupee. I have the pleaſure to acquaint you that there are two 
more {mall veſſels of Captain Lyſaght's arrived with rice and ſome gram, 
which makes 1 in all foe veſſels in the road. [ 


From Captain SMITH to Major General STUART: 


Pulicat, December 19, 1782. 


I HAVE. now the pleaſure to tell you that there is about ninety-eight Madras 

garce of rice now in the road and on ſhore; there is a ſufficient quantity 
landed'to anſwer the demands of the followers, or who elſe you may pleaſe 
to give chitts to for rice at fix ſeers for the rupee, and will take care that 
half of the rice (which will be forty-nine garce) ſhall be delivered at that 
rate, and the other half ſhall be diſpoſed of for Captain Lyſaght. 


> * 3 * * 


No 43; 
From Major General STUART to Lieutenant General Sir EYRE 
COOTE, K. B. &c. 


| Fort St, 8 December 19, 178: 3 
MY ſituation is moſt diſagreeable to me, and there is nothing but the 
neceſſity of the public ſervice, and the point of honour, would make me 
continue an hour longer here, 5 
The march of the French troops from Cuddalore towards Arcot, confirmed 
from ſeveral quarters, ſeems to me alſo to confirm the certainty of that event 
( Hyder's death). I have ordered the bullocks and the followers from Nellore; 
they will leave that place the 19th, eſcorted by half the garriſon. The 4th 
and 1 6th battalions leave Pulicat the ſame day, to meet them half way, and to 
| eſcort 
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eſcort them to the army. To-morrow I ſhall put i in general an 


&« army to be in readineſs io encamp at the ſhorteſt notice.” 


There are ſeveral thouſand bags of rice arrived at Pulicat upon my own private 
credit for the army, in caſe I ſee it neceſſary to aſſiſt the Rune ſtores, and 


that this Government will not give me any aſſiſtance. 


P. §. The Preſident talks of our cavalry doing duty in the field upon 
graſs with half gram, and perhaps none. I have told him that it is 
theory—he has wrote for gram; but for the ſake of your favourite 
cavalry, ſend us from Bengal at leaft 400 garce as ſoon as poſſible. 


/ 


N. 44. 
From Major General STUART to Mr. Secretary HUDDLESTON. 


Fort St. George, December 22, 1782, 


THis day an office peon brought me a paper to read, of certain regula- 
tions concerning the importation of grain after the 2oth of December 
it was ſaid to be on the part of Government. I am a member of Govern- 


ment, and were it not that I ſee evident detriment to the ſervice on which 


our exiſtence depends, I ſhould not trouble you with my interference, or to 
ſhew that it is an unnatural ſuppolition, that the Commander in 9 ſoould be 
excluded from any conſultation. 


Without entering into the ſmall grain buſineſs, I have only to ſtate, that 


the reſervation of gram in the diſpoſal of Government, /zems, nay I venture 
to ſay, is the ſureſt way to prevent the importation. If gram is allowed to be 


imported free as the ſmall grain, every one will be tempted to ſend it the 
gentlemen in the civil line keeping horſes will pay the market price—the 
gentlemen in the military line, and, above all, the commanding officers of 
cavalry having contracts muſt buy it, or give up their contract the officers 
on the ſtaff from their allowances muſt buy it; and with 0 reſtraint on the 
market, every importer will puſh for this port. I deſire, therefore, that you 
will, in circulation, acquaint the Right Honourable Preſident and Select 
Committee, and enter the ſame next Committee, hat, in my opinion, the re- 
gulations in council will defeat the very purpoſe meant, and that gram ought 70 
3 - be 


— 


— — . — 


— 
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be fully as þ as the ſmall grain mentioned in the paper I by. chance ſaw A 
this morning ; and alſo, that after the moſt extraordinary expence which the 185 
public have been at to keep up the native cavalry, this Government, whe- | 
ther as a council from which I am at preſent excluded, or as a Select Com- 
mittee, of which Lam a member, without knowing any thing official, 'y of re- 
venue or ſtores of : any kind, whether rice or proviſions, will in fact be in- 
ſtrumental in depriving the public of the ſervice of that very valuable corps 
of cavalry recommended in every letter of his Excellency the Com- 
mander ift Chief r6'The, to be Kept up; becauſe, without full gram, the 
horſes muſt periſh in leſs; than five weeks from the opening of next cam- 
paign . and becauſe, next to rice for this army, gram tor the horſes 1 is the 


conſideration. . müll 
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TE, geren Aelieery of rice has obliged moſt of the officers to ſend 
their coolies to Nellore, and many have died or left the ſettlement. ' 

T he late orders for the army to encamp at the ſhorteſt notice will, as I hope, 

put the officers in the way of procuring coolies— at preſent they are not half 

: Pp eee 

I gueſs the bullocks and followers from Nellore will be Sick us on the 27th 

or 28th inſtant; and much abdut the ſame time I ſhall order the army into 

the field. Meanwhile the general orders of the 20th will have had almoſt the 

ſame effect as if we were actually in the tents; bur I could wiſh the preſent 

cold dampneſs i in 125 air Pals off as much as n before Fig Europeans lay 

on the ground. 4 8e 
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ron Lieutenant Cox (Combating the Eſcort from Nellore) t to 
Major General OTUART. 1 75 


Daraſſpatam, in Cams, December page pots. 


Rerün of the gun, dravght, and carriage cattle, their drivers, keepers, 
conicoplies, &c. belonging to the different departments yok eee main 
a on their return from Nellore. d 


N 
* 
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commiſſary of ſtores, — ſerviceable 95019458 535111178 
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N. B. A certain proportion of the army gun-bullocks remained to the 
northward, to be employed by Captain Edmonds, in caſe of „ 


at Cummum. 


aut ette REMARKS by General Srvanr. 


Ol 


THUS, happily, 3,000 relief cattle were brought ſafe 1 to the army 
from Nellore, where (owing to the five weeks feed) they had been kept alive 
for the public ſervice; and without which draught and carriage cattle, we 
could not have remained in the field, at any, even the ſmalleſt diſtance from 
Madras; much leſs could we have obliged the joint force of the French and 


Tippoo 
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Tippoo to turn their backs, as happened the 13th February 1783 at Nedingul, 
while we diſmantled Vandewaſh and Carangooly ; on the contrary, they 
might have got a footing in both thoſe places, and made it difficult to diſ- 
lodge them, after M. Buſly's arrival in the following month of March! The 
natural conſequence whereof,” in bringing the ſeat df war cloſe to the Preſi- 
dency, might have led to our being obliged to keep on the defenſive, which 
would have loſt in the enſuing ſeaſon, both the ſouthern provinces and Vellore, 
inſtead of our carrying on the enn — war, which we were thus 
enabled to purſu Qt. 
Upon ſuch circumſtances, though to appearance trivial, did the probable 
events of the greateſt national importance at the time depend! and it was 
in this view that I then ſaw thoſe objetts, as appears both from my conduct in 
the command of the Ys and in the official papers given ä record, to 
. ue 48 now erf | 


N. 47. 


From Major General STUART: to Laan General Sir Eins 
ah ut Nr K. B. & c. 6 


Fort St. Georee, nary \ , bs 
| 1 1 AVE jut time to 8 you (incloſed) the lateſt intelligence from 

Captain Flint. I have had other notes from him of preparations ; and 
5 W are to be made from Vandewaſh hill, to be ſeen from Nee N and 


|  Chingleput, the inſtant the French approach. 


The whole army will be encamped to-morrow. 1 ſhall, mean os 
L ſend another convoy to Chingleput, and embrace every opportunity of ſend- 
ing rice onwards, until there is a neceſſity to march, and we have more 
carriage to do buſineſs at Arnee effectually, or until we are happy enough to 
ſee your Excellency by the return of the Medea frigate. We have letters 
here of the 14th ult. which aſſures us of this being your intention, but I have 
none later than the 1ſt ult. and to ſay truth, I have not had an hour to my- 
ſelf to anſwer it; but your Excellency may be aſſured that ROY of what 
you recommend ſhall be forgotten. iy 
With all this parade of treaſury, the army is his ON PA n in arrear 
of pay and batta—the black troops five; but there is no murmur or diſcon-— 
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tent —and I am ed we ſhall have a month's pay: eee or en and boy 
thing is as you Would wiſh ic. 0 57%) boy swear 
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From Major General STUART to the Preſident (Lord MACARTN EY)... 
[Separate e No 4.1 7 


— 


D 1b EIN e * * 4:2 SH FE % #4 as 


Fort Dm George, N 7 2, 1 78 3. 
HE army is now in the field, together with the o/d ſtock of carriage and 
gun bullocks from Nellore, with every other means of ſervice within 
the compals of my power, and I venture to add, with unparalleled expedi- 
tion, from the date of entering the cantonments, and from the 16th of laſt 
month (December) the fir/? day that the ſeaſon began to open for the field 
ſervice. But it is not enough to be in the field, we muſt have the means of 
moving to ſome eſſential purpoſe. 
My plan for the preſent therefore is, to fill Chingleput wane rice as much 
as can be, and perhaps in ſome proportion Tripaſore, ſo as to give means 
for a certainty of ſupply of three days march from the Preſidency, and in. 
every probable direction of the army's movement—at Chingleput for the coaſt 
or the French—at Tripaſore, towards Vellore, &c. 
But the greateſt object of all our preſent preparations or future exertions, 
as 1 have already had the honour to obſerve, is to drive the French from 
every place on the coaſt which they can poſſibly occupy for any purpoſe of 
commerce, or aſſiſtance to their ſea force, and perhaps to demoliſh ſuch 
places as Cuddalore or Porto Novo; and if the French take refuge in Arnee, 


or any other inland place, we muſt follow them, and take both them and 
the place, 


47 MEND IX nn it 
Ne 49. 
From Lieutenant General Sir EURI Goofs, K. B Gee. to Major 
FFC General STUART. 9347191 "1 
BAM 0 fho alt or nmbart K December 28, 1782. : 


7HEN 1 wrote you about throwing a ſtock of proviſions ! into Chingle- 


ſhould imagine, that the addition which has been made to them, by the. ſafe 


arrival of the large ſupplies gone from hence, muſt long ere now have re- 
moved every objection; and I truſt that I ſhall ſoon have the pleaſure of 


being informed of your having Wendy entered upon that moſt ties and 
important operation. ret 25 þ 


I cannot reconcile to myſelf your barns ſo repenedy to the Com- 
mittee's requeſts for detaching from your European force; and it is with 


concern I obſerve your having parted with ſo many of theſe veterans, who 


were inured to the. climate, and who had ſo ably and cheerfully gone 
through the haraſſing ſervice of two years fatiguing campaigns. —T muſt now 
defire that you do not detach another man of the King's troops from theſe till re. 
maining at and in the neighbourhood of Fort St. George, without my expreſs orders, 


or in any ſhape diminiſh your European frength, WAY. + we are FRO able to 20 


tain bye force on intentions of the enemy. 
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put, I was fully aware that it was a buſineſs not to be entered upon, 
if the ſtores at Madras were not ſufficiently ample to admit of it; but I 
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Several of the Articles bien follow in this Part of the 
| Appendix, relate to the Operations of the French in - 
January 1783, and the Intelligence received of their 
Scheme of effecting a Landing to the N orth of Madras 
and Maſſulipatam. Fl 


2 . 


- 5 * 7 o - 
= » E 1 1 
; - . #4 5 Nes 
" * r ; 
© * J 1 ; * — , — bY : 
5 5 A * N 7 
2 0 ; x" | * 
. . 8 0 F k % % off 1 „ k * H 4 
: » * 9 4 Y F< * 2 — 
0 ped by 
* 2 o 
% 6 a, 5 — 
, a 4 * © a % £ "1 3 
1 4 — 
* * 4 : 
5 , 


From nin Bazpony; ETSY in the Ganjam Di 
Lieutenant Colonel Marc oLM, Adjutant General. 


Gas 1 13. 1 783. 


SHALL be obliged to you to inform the Commander in Chief, that the 
French fleet are till at anchor in theſe roads. The cruizers came in 
| this evening, and the whole fleet colleted—ten fail of the line, and two 
frigates *, They have taken a ftore-ſloop from Bengal to this place: ſhe 
had eleven eighteen-pounders on board, The enemy have not yet made any 
aempe to land. . Part” 


* Thus M. Suffrein and the French ſquadron took poſt to the north both of Madras and of 

TOLL Maſſulipatam, in order to favour the original plan of M. Buſly, to effect a landing in thoſe 

5 parts. The plan for the defence of the northern circars was adopted; and the poſition of our 
main army at the time would have rendered the enemy's ſchemes abortive, had the attempt been 


made to carry the ſeat of war to the northward. 
9 
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From Captain Brivors to Lieutenant Colonel Malern, Adjutant 5 


General. 


Cajon, 7 15, 1783. 


70 will be pleaſed to inform = Commander i in Chief, that the French, 
after lying at anchor ih theſe roads for ſeven days, failed this morn- 
ing for the northward. They deſtroyed all the ſmall craft that fell into their 


hands, but never attempted any in this river. 
Five French deſerters, who ſay they were on board the Blandford India- 


man, on their way from Madras to Bengal, inform me, that ſhe was taken 
a few days ago, and that they eſcaped from the frigate which took poſſeſ- 


ſion of her, and came on ſhore here yeſterday. 


By the enemy's not making any attempt to land, 1 conclude their in- 
tentions thus far in the way, is to intercept all ſhips, &c. ta diſtreſs Ma- 


dras; and I am afraid they will do great miſchief along the coaſt. Ten 
line of battle ſhips, two frigates, and another matron veſſel, were the 


whole fleet that ſailed this morning. 


* 


No 52. 


From Mr. KinoscorTE, Deputy Military Secretary, to the 
Commander in Chief. 


Fort St. George, January 2 20, 1 78 1 
| 1 AM directed 0 the Right e Preſident and Select Committee, 
1 to ſend you a letter from Mr. Stone, and two from Captain Bridges, ad- 
viſing of a French fleet being to the northward. This is the only intelli- 
gence which has yet been received. Major Sydenham has been directed 
to eſtabliſh ſignals with the mount, to be communicated to camp without 
delay, to announce the appearance of an enemy's fleet, and other circum- 
ſtances that may be neceſſary, for your immediately being informed of. 
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83. 
Ty the, Coranpimfler in, eff ee to Mr. RINGSCOTTE. 


* Camp near Vellout, January 20, 1783. 


THE General deſires me to acknowledge the receipt of thoſe letters, for 
the information of the Right Honourable the Preſident and Select Com- 
mittee; and that if the ſhips. and ſmall craft are brought under the cover 
of the ſea- line as much as poſſible, this 42 is ready to anſwer every Piber 
purpoſe. 
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From the Preſident (Lord Macanmaur) to o Major General STUART, 


„ he boils: ations Fart a George, January 27, 1783. 
CAPTAIN GOWER | is this moment arrived in the Medea, accompanied 

by the Chacer, whom he took about five days ago. Incloſed is a copy 
of the written intelligence he has delivered to me. 


You will probably concur in the propriety of ſending the two battalions 
lately arrived at Ongole, to Maſſulipatam, for the Wepaſe of being in rea- 
dineſs to defend that chief poſt of the circars. The Committee wiſh to have 
your ſcntimepts upop it. . 


INTELLIGENCE referred: to in \ the preceding Letter. 


AT Ganjam, 10th January, nine ſail of the line and two frigates,—Re- 
port of the. priſoners taken in the Chacer, which their log- book correſponds 
with, That the Chacer left the Mauritius the 4th of November, and arrived 
at Acheen the 29th December. Admiral Suffrein had left Acheen eight 
days before the arrival of the Chacer. This ſloop ſtaid there ſix days, and 
ſailed on the 4th January, in company with the Fortune ſloop; which ſloop 
parted company with them the 7th, and went to the Nicobar Iſlands, I be- 
lieve, that is fo be a place of rendezvous, One of the priſoners declared 
to me, that' all our ſettlements to the northward of Pulicat were to be at- 
tacked; and that he believed M. Buſſy's troops were to be landed at Maſ- 
ſulipatam. There is one French 74 cruiſing in the Streights of Malacca. 
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INTELLIGENCE collected from Letters (dated at the Mauritius in 
November 1782.) 


N a month, or 'theieabouts, there will fail from hence tlites fail of men 
of war and a large frigate, with a convoy of thirty ſail, to join you. This 
reinforcement will arrive ſooner than laſt year, and put your ſquadron far 
above want. M. Peinier comes with this convoy. M. Le Marquis de Buſſy 
will go with M. Peinier.— The Naiade failed froth the Mauritius ſome time 
before; and that the Chacer announces the departure of the r the 1ſt 
December. 


* 


56. 
From Major General STUART to the Preſident (Lord MACARTNEY)., 


Camp at Vellout, January 22, 1783. 
 H4alf-paſs Eight, A. M. 
I: HAVE the 1900 of your Lordſhip! 5 letter of the 21ſt, and the accounts 
of the Medea's arrival with her prize he Chacer ; alſo the written intelli- 
gence therein incloſed :—from all which, I have not the leaſt difficulty in 
giving my opinion, that the two battalions at Ongole (which lately made 
part of this army) ſhould be without delay ordered to Maſſulipatam—and I 
add, alſo the detachment of his Majeſty's troops under Lieutenant Colonel | 
Jones from Ellore. On other particulars, I hope to have the honour of 
meeting your Lordſhip to-morrow in Committee, —I wait only for the re- 
turn of the detachment from Tripaſore, which I hear has ſafely delivered all 
the 1 rice there, and returns with ſome ſlaughter-cattle for the army. 


* N. B. The articles here inſerted, Ne 54 Sad 65, Are only extracts of the TY re- 
ceived ; and it is to be obſerved in general, that though the word“ REXTRAC T“ is not repeated 
at each Number in the Appendix, yet moſt of the articles are only extracts of the letters and _ 
papers referred to, the greateſt part of which are on the Company's records at full length; and 
as to any papers or letters not on the records, they are ready to be produced for the purpoſe of 
authenticatin 8 the extracts. | 


. 
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From Major General STUART to the Select Committee. 


Camp at Vellout, January 22, 1783. 

Half-paſt Eleven, A. M. 

I DID myſelf he honour to acquaint Lord Macartney this morning, that 
Is intended to be in the fort this night, in expectation of attending a Com- 

mittee to-morrow, upon the preſent moſt important criſis, in conſequence of the 

lateſt intelligence from Ganjam, and by the Chacer prize. I take occaſion: 
to inform your Lordſhip, &c. that 1 have ordered one company from the park 


of artillery to be in readineſs to march to Madras at an hour's notice, in | 
caſe of neceſſity. 


N* 58. 
INTELLIGENCE received by the Commander i in chief, January 24, 
1783, and communicated to Government. 


CHOUREE MOOTHOO, bir 3 the enemy, being interrogated, | 
ſays, That he has ſerved for many years paſt. as ſerjeant in Johne's. 
reſſalah, compoſed of Europeans and natives: That he left Ti ippoo's en- 
campment three days ago at Penampawk. (near Muſlewauk), his army hav- 
ing the day before marched from the neighbourhood of Arcot to its preſent. 
ground, with the view of being conveniently ſituated to oppoſe the Engliſh: 
army, in caſe it ſhould attempt to throw proviſions. into Vellore : That, ſe- 
ven days after Tippoo returned from the. Malabar coaſt, the French force 
from Gingee joined his encampment, and are now ſituated on the left of 
his line, Lalle with his party being attached to them: That the army con- 


ſiſts of nearly the ſame number that it did ix Hyder's time, before Tippoo: Was: 
detached to the ſouthward, 


A PP E N DI K. N. 11. ulli 


No 59. 


From Major General STUART to Lieutenant Ceuttel Bir EYRE 
CoorTE, K. B. GC. 


Camp at Taumarum, February 3. 1783. 
HAVE for ſome conſiderable time paſt, ſent under cover to —ů— 


ſuch intelligence as I thought might be intereſting, doubtful whether you 
nie not at the time be on your way here, Mr. would ſend whatever 
J had to ſay to your Excellency, and I beg leave to refer to it. 


Ihe appearance of M. Suffrein off Ganjam muſt have been known at Cal- 
cutta the 13th (ultimo), and conſequently an embargo would take place. 
This I am ſorry to think will prevent your Excellency joining us by ſea; 


but I ſhall hope and requeſt you to come by land, and I am informed, with- 
out much inconvenience it may be done in thirty days. 


The accounts intercepted in the Chacer, will ſhew your Excellency what 
I believe is M. de Buſly's plan of deſcent in or near the Circars; but if your 
Excellency ſets out immediately, I hope you will be with us before he can 
get landed. Every thing is done that you could wiſh, to be prepared for 
him ; Maſulipatam and Ganjam are alone to be looked to—Jones and 
Lyſaght, as firſt and ſecond, .command in the Circars, and the guns and 
| ſtores at Vizagapatam are to be divided betwixt thoſe two places, and your 
two Carnatic. battalions are by my plan ordered to Maſulipatam. In ſhort, 
in this emergency, and to avoid miſtakes, [ chought myſelf called upon at 
full length to give in a plan of defence and operations, in a minute or me- 
morial of the 26th ultimo; which, relative to the Circars, has been adopted. 
This paper I ſhall endeavour to furniſh to your Excellency by ſome ſafe con- 


veyance, ſo ſoon as I know for certain what you are pleaſed to determine upon 
in your own movements. 


In conſequence of this plan, and the lateſt intelligence of the French de. 
ſigns, and after having ſupplied Tripaſore with a ſufficiency in depoſit, for 
a future convoy to Vellore, 1 am now to move the army towards Carangooly 
and Vandewaſh *, to demoliſh thoſe LT and retire the garriſons; and in 


* See on record the 1 of we movements of the army in the demolition of theſe two places 


in fight of the enemy's combined force, Myſoreans and French ; alſo the affair at angel, 
February 13, 1783. 
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doing this, I ſhall not be ſurpriſed, if Tippoo with bis French general tries our 
metal we are prepared for it, under your auſpices. 

The army marches to-morrow ; though I have not yet been encreaſed five 
hundred bullocks in carriage, yet by the convoys ſent to Chingleput, and 
three days to Carangooly, I hope to make it out. I carry fix battering guns 


and one-third proportion of ſtores ; the enemy's utmoſt force is within three days 
march, and all the French collected —it i is preciſely what in the general line is to 


be wiſhed for. 


I have been ſo pointedly attacked for my a on the ſcore of Se, 
or counteraction, by this Preſident, in an elaborate minute of the 18th ultimo, 
that though I can ſcarce find time to do myſelf fully juſtice, by reaſon of 


other more immediate employment, yet [ have not altogether failed in that 
object, as I hope in your Excellency's, and in the opinion of the Governor 


General and Council of Bengal, when they ſee my anſwer Preſented to the 


Committee® held the 1ſt nl 


No 60. 


From the Preſident Loi Mibaurithy to the Honourable BASIL 
CocyRANE at W truce 


8 I R, Fort 87. George, March 2 3, 1783, 


Fe moment the Daniſh Indiaman Frederick Nagore is arrived here from 


Tranquebar with Colonel Nixon and Captain Hallam, who bring an. 
account that they were detained in the road of Cuddalore for the ſpace of 
three days. The French had there ſeven line of battle ſhips, five frigates, 
and ten tranſports, and that Monſieur de Buſſy was landed there with 2, 200 
European troops, and 1,000 Caffries. The French fleet was to have got 
under way early this morning from Cuddalore, in order, as was underſtood, 
to return to Trincomalee, I am ſorry to inform you, that Sir Edward 
Hughes was nor expected to leave Bombay before the 20th. 


(Signed) MACARTN EY... 


* Extras from Lord Macartney's minute of the 18th. January, and Major General Starts 


anſwer of 1{ February, 1783, referred to in the above letter, are inſerted in a ſeparate Appendix, 
deſcribed, Appendix Ne III. 


—— 
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N 5 61. 
From Lord Macanrvzr to Mr. CocuRANE. | 
Fort St. George, March 25, 1783. 


* Half-paſt nine, A. M. 


BOUT an hour ago, four ſhips appeared 1 in ſight to the ſouthward of this 
road—two of them ſeem line of battle ſhips—they have not anſwered 
the Medea's ſignals, and have fired at a ſmall veſſel coming into the roads; 


C: 8 


the Medea is under way, and we have no doubt will eſcape. 


(Signed) MAC ARTNEY. 


P. 8. T he French ſhips are gone to the northward—pray forward the 
intelligence to Anjengo and Bombay. | 


No 62. 


The Preſident Lord MacarTNey's Minute in Committee, 
24th March, 1783. 


1 Preſident informs the Committee, that notwithſtanding the meeting 


of f yeſterday, he thought it his duty to requeſt their attendance thus foon 
again, on account of the intelligence received laſt night of the arrival of the 
armament under M. de Buſſy on this coaſt, and of the continuance of his 


Majeſty's ſquadron at Bombay the junction of the naval forces of the enemy 


the abſence of the naval force intended to oppoſe them—the interruption 


of ſupplies from Bengal—the ſcantineſs of the reſources of the Preſidency— 


the attempts to counteract the operations of the Nabob's aſſignment, which 


furniſhes a conſiderable part of them the demands of General Mathews, that 
Tippoo ſhould be prevented from attacking him with ſuch a force as he 


might not be able to reſiſt—the advantage, the neceſlity of preventing, if 


poſſible, ſuch an attack, by cauſing a diverſion in different parts of Tippoo's 
extenſive territories the proximity of Colonel Lang's army to Tippoo's 


ſouthern 
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ſouthern dominions—the ſituation and diſpoſition of Colonel. Jones's force 
to the northward—all theſe circumſtances will be, and, as far as could have 
been foreſeen, have already, no doubt, been objects of the conſideration of 
every Member of the Committee—the difficulties of the preſent ſcene, and of 
reſolving on the fitteſt meaſures, increaſe upon the Committee by the un- 
certainty of a Marattah peace, and of the intentions of the Court of Poonah, 

_ conſequent;upon the death of Hyder—whether leading to aſſiſtance or reſiſt- 
ance to General Mathews—the utter ignorance in which the Preſidency is 
held by the ſuperintending power of Bengal, either as to the preſent ſtate of 
their negociations with that power, or with the Niſam in relation to the 
Guntoor Circar (forming a part of this Preſidency), or with any other power, 
however neceſſary to be known by this Commirtee—their perſiſting ſilence 
in relation to their ſentiments (long ſince demanded, and which by act of 
parliament they are required to give) upon the terms of a propoſal to accom- 
modation either with Hyder or his ſucceſſor, or upon the treaty proffered by 
the Ranah of Myſore, as well as indeed upon almoſt every material ſubject 
upon which letters have been written to them by this Committee—it remains 
only for this Committee to make the moſt, of the ſcanty 3 and few 
lights of which they are poſſeſſed. 


Ne 63. 
Major General Sr ART's MINUTE, in Committee, March 24, 1783. 


I HAVE attended to the Right Honourable Preſident's enumeration of 

(as I believe) fifteen articles of political buſineſs, which, he thinks, 
call for the immediate attention of the Committee, ſince the news of M, de 
Buſſy's arrival. | 


Upon the whole of thoſe articles, which might perhaps have been com- 
prehended under fewer heads, I am of opinion, humbly differing from the 
Preſident; that the difficulties of the preſent ſcene, and of reſolving on the fitteſt 
meaſures, do not, from the laſt news, increaſe upon the Committee; but, on the con- 
trary, that they are greatly leſſened, if not entirely done away. 

And, in particular, I take this occaſion to expreſs my firm confidence and 
belief, that Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes will be able to give the moſt 

5 ſatisfactory 
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fatisfactory reaſons for his conduct in remaining till now on the other ſide of 
India, and that thoſe reaſons will greatly outweigh the ſhort 1 interruption of 
our intercourſe, or of ſupplies by ſea from Bengal or elſewhere. 


I have the ſame confidence in the wiſdom and prudence of the Gover- 


nor General and Council of Bengal; and I believe, that if they have been 


filent on certain points alluded to in the Preſident's Minute, they have had 


reaſons to RAPS their conduct in any appeal to the authority competent to 
decide *. 


* The b Minutes, Ne 60, 61, 62, and 63, are the proofs referred to in page 22 
of the Letter from Major General Stuart to _e Directors of the Eaſt India Company, dated 
July * 1787. 
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APPENDIX, Ne III. 


CONTAINING 


ExtraCts of the Profident Land MACARTNE ;Y's 
MINUTE of 18th January, and of the 
Commander in Chief Major General 


STUART? 8 MINUTE of Iſt February, 1783, 
| &c. 


his APPENDIX is connefed with the LxrrER from Major General STUART 1 
The Honourable the DixzcToRs of the EasT INDIA ComPany, dated 3d 
July 1787; and the Two MinvuTzs above mentioned are referred to at the 
Bottom of Page xliv. A the APPENDIX, N* II. 
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APPENDIX, Ne III 


. 
MINUTE of the Preſident (Lord MacarrNey)), in Committe. 


(EXTRA Tr.) 


Fort St. Ceorge, January 18, 178 3. 
IIIE preſident has the honour to obſerve to the Committee, that the 


| territories belonging to, or dependent upon, this Preſidency, may, 
with reſpect to the preſent war, be divided into the Northern Provinces, or 
northward of the Pinnar river, which have been threatened, but have 


* Upon the 18th of January, I came from camp to the Fort, and was preſent in Select Commit- 
tee when Lord Macartney (without previous notice to me) gave in a very long prepared Minute 
(from which this extract is made), full of the moſt hoſtile ſtrictures pointed at my conduct, as the 
General commanding the army. Being obliged immediately to return to camp, I took notice of it 
the next day in a poſtſcript of my letter to the Committee, in the following words: 


5 Camp near Vellout, January 19, 1783. Two P. M. 
«© P. 8.—I cannot help acquainting your Lordſhip, &c. that I wait with ſome impatience for the 
< copy of the Right Honourable Preſident's Minute, read yeſterday in Committee, while I have any 


< leiſure time to do myſelf juſtice in what is ſo pointedly directed to me in that performance; ; and * 
4 truſt that it will not go unanſwered.” 


But although I was more than once at Madras in the interval, and had repeatedly requeſted to 
have a copy, yet I never had it until the evening of the 24th. My duty then called me to camp.— 
The records will ſhew the interruptions and other difficulties I had to ſurmount, before I could obtain 
that opening to do myſelf juſtice, which took place in the Committee held 1ſt of February 1783, 
when my Minute in anſwer to that of Lord Macartney of 18th January was read for the iet time. 


In the extract inſerted in this Appendix, nothing is omitted which relates to Lord Macartney's 
opinions, either of the ſtate of the Carnatic, or of the paſt or future mode of carrying on the war 
there; and the whole of his Lordſhip' s ſtrictures upon my own particular conduct, as ſtated in that 


Minute, is here laid open to view. 
JAM* STUART, 


*22 hitherto. 
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The following re- hitherto ſuffered little, by the enemy; the Southern Provinces, or ſouthward 
gate bay var of the Coleroon, which had been left open to occaſional incurſions; and the 
7 Led Matariney's Middle -Provinces, between thoſe rivers, or peculiarly the Carnatic—of 
N as 3, o which countries, Sir Eyre Coote, who had the beſt opportunities of * know- 
ing, declared already, in 1781, that it was laid waſte, and ſo deſerted, that 
5 ten years of peace and tranquillity, together with the moſt indulgent lenity 
ect Committee, towards the then, but few, wretched . would not be ſufficient to 
rag 9 reſtore it even to that ability (oppreſſed as it was by the Nabob's govern- 
FR ment) which it poſſeſſed before the war, Of the juſtneſs of this declaration, 
there cannot be a ſtronger confirmation, than the ſtatement of the Com- 
pany's jaghire immediately ſurrounding Fort St. George, and which had the 
| beſt chance of, as well as the beſt right to, the protection of the Company's 
army. By this ſtatement, made in 1782, it appears, that of 2,265 villages, 
2 Return of jaghire of which the jaghire conſiſted before the war, upwards of 2,000 * were to- 
4 fa 3 tally deſtroyed and deſerted; and of the remainder, few were in good order, 
or well inhabited. . . 5 
The Carnatic, in ſuch a ſtate of deſolation, could afford but little chance 
of any ſubſiſtence or ſupply, even to a victorious army. The oppoſite armies 
3 Sir Eyre Coote's have * indeed ſubſiſted chiefly by reſources drawn from a conſiderable diſtance, 
3 9 that of the Company by ſea, and that of Hyder from the dominions poſ—- 
and 29th e ſeſſed by him beyond the hills which ſeparate the eaſtern from the weſtern 
1781. ſide of the Peninſula. Rice, the chief food of the native troops, is ſaid to 
have frequently ſold, at an average rate, as high in the enemy's camp as at 
Madras, where the retail price has been khown to be multiplied many folds 
beyond what it had borne in times of peace. But the ſame means of carriage 
which conveyed: to the enemy that food through the paſſes between thoſe 
hills, carried it to the camp wherever it was ſituated. The ſupplies for che 
Company's forces landed at Madras, had ſtill another difficulty to ſurmount 
before they could reach the army, if diſtant, or accompany it to a diſtance ; 
the difficulty of collecting carriage cattle from a country, where man and 
beaſt had been equally and ſucceſsfully the object of deſtruction, or of cap- 
ture. With attention, perſeverance, and expence, the number of cattle 
for the uſe of the army was brought to equal or approach the number of 
fighting men; thus, however, creating a new want of provender for them, 
and proviſion for their conduttors, and on a march occupying more ſpace, 


and requiring more management than the army they attended. 


This army, compoſed almoſt entirely of infantry, might be often fully oc- 
cupied, and ſcarcely equal to defend ſuch a cumbrous convoy. againſt the 
enemy's numergus, irregular, and plundering horſe; and yet this convey- 
ance 
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ance was ſtill inſufficient for the n the ammunition, the baggage, and 
eſpecially for ſo much proviſions for the army, together with its many fol- 
lowers, as would enable it to continue for any conſiderable time at a diſtance 
from Madras. : 

ce The forces of the enemy, conſiſting chiefly of cavalry, were always ready 


to watch and take advantage of poſition, of diſorder, or of accident. They 


advanced, retreated, haraſſed, without much difficulty or danger to them- 
ſelves. Of four victories, gained againſt Hyder Ally in two campaigns, no 
one effect except the reputation of victory was obtained. Sir Eyre Coote, 


with all the advantages of fame, experience, perſonal bravery, and activity, 
obtained poſſeſſion only of the field of battle, not thinking it prudent or 


practicable to purſue the victory, or the enemy, in whoſe camp the defeat is 
ſaid to have ſometimes had but little more than the Appearance of changing 
ground.“ 8 pg 

cc The army of Hyder bases i its mulnades of cavalry, had too many ad- 
vantages, in being ſupported and fed by a country behind it, fertile, and 


_ cultivated, under a ſteady, vigorous, though deſpotic government, to ſuffer 


much in a conteſt with a body of mere infantry, which, paſſing neceſſarily 
through a deſart, was at the ſame time inſupportably burdened and inſuffi- 
ciently provided. The horſe of Hyder can eaſily be ſuppoſed, and are ac- 
tually known, to have made marches to double the diſtance of the Company's 
foot; it was not by any increaſe of bullocks loaded with proviſions, that ſuch 
horſe could be overtaken or overcome. 

ce It would certainly be an object worthy any confederacy of European and 
Indian enemies, to attempt the ſiege of Fort St. George as the only ſtrong 
hold remaining upon this part of the coalt, and which muſt command the 
interior country, when, after an interval of peace, it will again return to be 
valuable, though, during the preſent war, it is not likely to be capable of 


affording any eri ſupply of proviſions or of money—while in ſuch a ſitua- 


tion, the poſſeſſion of it muſt be burthenſome and precarious. Little remains in it, 
indeed, now, for an army to protect; and tht Company's forces cannot there be ren- 


dered capable of purſuit, nor conſequently of engt. They may Juffer in it by defeat, 


but cannot gain materially by victory. 


If in an action with the joined firength* of the French and Were the 


Engliſh army ſhould happen to be worſted, it muſt take refuge with its 


* The peruſal of the ſeparate journal of the movements of the army in February 1783 is here 
requeſted to be attended to, in order to know what did really happen when that army was in ſight 
of the joined frength of the French and Mien, headed by Too and Brigadier General De 


ta. Blife in perſon. 
four» 


3.5 


* Prefident's Mi- 
nute, October 20, 
1782. 
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four-fold followers into Fort St. George, where, beyond a choſen and ſuffi- 
cient garriſon, numbers might ſerve only to accelerate the chief danger, to 
which a ſtrong and well defended fortreſs can be expoſed, that of a dearth 


of proviſions, in caſe of the interception of freſh' ſupplies. 


After every precaution taken for the perfe& ſecurity of Fort St. George, 
the attention of the Committee is due #0 the recovery of the ſouthern and the pre- 
ſervation of the northern provinces from the ravages of war. The former injured, 
but not deſtroyed ; the latter, little, as yet, affected by the preſent troubles, 
might afford temptations to Indian or European foes—they are worth being 


invaded, and deſerve being protected they can ſupply the ſubſiſtence and 
defray the expences of their protectors they are on a medium hundreds of 
miles diſtant from the center of the Carnatic ; too diſtant to be certain of 


being relieved by the march of any army from thence, or of being relieved 
in time. Not only Ganjam or Palamcotah, but Maſulipatam or Tanjore, 
weakly garriſoned, might paſs into the hands of an invader, before the ac- 


count of an invaſion had reached Madras. The cruel fate of the Carnatic *, 
which is attributed to the want of foreſight and preparation, would leave with- 
dut pardon or excuſe the repetition of ſuch neglect, as to the other depen- 


dencies of the Preſidency. 
Theſe ſeveral conſiderations had ſtrongly influenced the Preſident * upon 


the expected arrival of the reinforcement under Sir Richard Bickerton , to 


Propoſe 


* The cruel fate of the Carnatic was, in the firſt inſtance, owing to the want of proper cabin intel- 
ligence of the late Hyder's hollile deſigns z or, if known or . the not being Properes for the 
events, 

The military hiſtory of that v war at the beginning ſufficiently evinces the fatality of ſubdividing 


or detaching the forces at any diſtance, when unſupported by magazines, or by the main body or 


the army, or by the ſhipping, after the enemy, with their numerous horſe, became maſters of the 
open country. In order to prevent repetition of ſimilar diſaſters (after providing ſufficiently the 
northern and ſouthern provinces for a defenſive ſtate of war), I was always of opinion with Sir Eyre 


Coote, to preſerve the Carnatic main army in the moſt proper poſition near to the Preſidency, ready 


and able to take the field at the proper ſeaſon for action, prepared for every real exigence of public 
ſervice, which might be expected to take place at the great criſis when | ſucceeded to the command 
of the army, It was this conſideration, and this alone, that ſteadily influenced my conduct; and 
neither the ſeparate opinions or ſtrictures of Lord Macartney concerning his ideas of ſeparate expe- 
ditions or excurſions for inferior purpoſes, did ever divert me from that direct line of conduct, while 
I had the honour to be employed in the moſt important and reſponſible ſtation of public ſervice, 


+ It is upon the Company? s records (although I do not recolle& the particulars to have been 
agitated in my preſence in Committee), that Lord Macartney' s reaſon for keeping the King's troops 
which came under convoy of Sir Richard Bickerton ſo long on board ſhip, were, in the firſt place, 
to employ them in an expedition to retake Trincomalee; or, if that could not ſucceed, to carry a 
certain part of them directly to Bombay, to operate on that ſide of India; and with this view it 
was, that nearly the whole of the very conſiderable reinforcement which came with Sir John Bur- 
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propoſe ſending troops to aſſiſt in effectuating an attack againſt the do- 
minions of Hyder, on the coaſt of Malabar, and ſome troops to the northern 
and ſome to the ſouthern provinces of the Company, on the coaſt of Coro- 
mandel, for the“ double purpoſe of ſecuring thoſe provinces. againſt inva- 


ſion, and annoying the neighbouring territories in the poſſeſſion. of. the 


enemy. 


The proſper? of a famine in the Carnie, FRY TOY upon the departure cf the 
fquadron which might have protected its ſupplies; the actual famine, accelerated by 
the loſs of grain and tonnage in the ſtorm of October F, added neceſſity to the 
expediency of thoſe meaſures, The Committee, forced to reſtrain the 
quantity of rice for the Madras army to 250 bags, or 20,000 rations per day, 
left, in deference to Major General Stuart, who had ſucceeded to the com- 
mand of the army, to him to make ſuch an arrangement on this occaſion, 
that the troops he ſhould retain Mes and thoſe he ſhould order to the 


—— 


goyne were kept ſeven days on board ſhip in Madras road, after undergoing a long n from 


England and the Brazils. The plan of Lord Macartney for retaking Trincomalee, was projected to 
take place in the very height of the monſoon ſeaſon. The paper was conveyed to Sir Richard 
Bickerton, then in the road of Madras. It is ſtated on the Company's records as An Extract of 
% Fort St, George Conſultations,” dated the 2ath of October 1782; but it is in form of a loter 
to Sir Richard Bickerton, of that date, as follows: 


(EXTRACT) 


"oY «If, after conferring with you, Sir Edward Hughes ſhould ſtill think as I do, that 8 
9 « ought to be attacked, I am perſuaded that this Preſidency will not heſitate in conſenting that the 


Indiamen, avirh all the troops on beard, together with every afliſtance that can be given from the- 


<« ſhore, ſhall immediately accompany you; and it is, that not a moment (which, at this advanced 


6 ſeaſon,. is precious) ſhould be loſt, zhat no part of the troops has yet been landed, The harbour of 


© Trincomalee is of ſuch eminent importance, &c. that the advantage will warrant the riſk which 
„ may be incurred in endeavouring to obtain it. 


&« If, contrary to all expectation, Sir Edward Hughes ſhould, after his junction with you, perſiſt: 


in going with his fleet to Bombay, or ſhould defire that the ſhips under your command ſhould 


« go there, without any previous attempt on Trincomalee, it is, I believe, the wiſh of this Pre- 


* {idency, that a certain proportion of the troops which came under your convoy, ſhould go with 
* ſome of the Indiamen to Bombay, &c. The Company's ſhips, whatever may have been their 
a e deſtination, are neceflarily at the diſpoſal of the Preſidency on their arrival.” 

(The letter was ſigned) © MACARTNEY,” 


* Lord Macartney's different propoſals to ſubdivide and ſeparate the WY for double purpoſes, 


were ſteadily oppoſed in every ſtage, and for the reaſons repeatecly ſtated. 

+ It was this proſpect that induced me to preſs the Committee ſo ETA to increaſe that bounty 
and encouragement to the free importation of grain. When ] failed of ſucceſs in that public ſolicita- 
tion, my zeal for the ſervice prompted me to riſk my own credit in bringing rice to Pulicat, in the 
manner as has been already related. 
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northward, might be ſo accompanied and provided as to be . fit 
and ready for ſervice when required. 


In this confidence the Prefident *, whey” Sine: of Hyder 8 dominions were 
about to be attacked, propoſed that the un here ſhould move *, in order 
at leaſt to alarm and diſtract the enemy's attention. — General Stuart "EP 
clared ©, that when the olject ſhould deſerve it, the army ſhould be put in mo- 
tion, but expreſſed himſelf at a loſs to know what were the ſpecific opera- 


tions to which it might give effet.—When he was reminded of the troops : 


acting under Colonel Humberſtone, thoſe under Colonel Lang, and thoſe 
ready ro the northward, he ſurpriſed the Committee by ſaying that the ſitua- 
tion of his army did not admit of a movement at that time. The Com- 
mittee immediately reſolved, that the army 1n the preſent eſtabliſhment ought 
to be at all times ready to move; and the General then aſſured the members, a 
that, upon any real emergency, the army might and muſt move, and would be 
ready to co-operate,—That reſolution was made, and thoſe aſſurances given, 

on the 17th of November. 


In the beginning of the following month this emergency, to hich + they 
related, actually took place by the death of Hyder Ally. It was obvious 
that every motive urged to an exertion of the Company's forces to take. 


advantage of ſo favourable a eircumſtance. It was obſerved , that the prin- 
cipal men under the dominion and in the ſervice of Hyder would, on his 


deceaſe, be apt to look to that diſturbance in the ſucceſſion which follows 


frequently the death of an uſurper. They might have been apt to waver in 


their obedience and attachment to the ſucceſſor of his appointment, then 
abſent from the army, and might form expectations of advantage ffom a 


transfer of their allegiance; but that if an interval of tranquillity was ſuffered 


to intervene, it was very poſſible, and it would be the natural conſequence, 
that the men the moſt reſtleſs and deſirous of new things, would ſink into 
their former habits of prudential ſubmiſſion, while the youthful and ſpirited 


heir of Hyder, without the odium of his father's vices, or of his tyranny, 


might ſucceed to that power, and that ambition, which had proved ſo pre- 
judicial to the Company's welfare. The moment was therefore critical, and 
the General was therefore urged to endeavour to determine ſuch a criſis in 
favour of the Company; a circumſtance which "Ty could be effected 


x See the deer to all the reaſoning of the following pages, in my Minute of February 1. 


+ There was no particular relation or reference to Hyder's death in November. — That event was 
not known and believed at Madras until near the middle of December 1782. 


only 
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only by an inſtantaneous march of the army, or even of a part of it; but 


the General choſe to“ diſbelieve the death of Hyder; and when that event 
could no longer be diſallowed, he then declared that the army which he had 
a month. before aſſured the Committee might and muſt move, and be ready 
to co- operate on any real emergency, was not even then ready to move or 
co-operate on this moſt real and moſt important emergency. Its import- 
ance indeed was acknowledged by the General, who found the reaſoning of 


the Preſident on this ſubject ſo jult as to declare it to be in common obſerv- 


ation, The obſervations indeed were not made for their novelty or bril- 


5 fary. 
 However,: for thoſe exertions the General was not ready ; for neither the 
Preſident's exhortations the montli before, or the Committee's reſolution 


liancy, but to induce to thoſe exertions which they proved to be neceſ- 


8 General Stuart's 
Minute, December 
16, 1782. 


made in the General's preſence, and for his government, that the army 
ought to be always ready to. move, had had the effect of inducing him to 


give thoſe orders, or take thoſe ſteps, without which he knew it could not 


move.—He knew it could not move without cattle to carry rice, without 


their drivers, or without Laſcars to attend the artillery and baggage —When; 
in the time of famine, the A 5 was forced to limit the conſumption 


of rice for the uſe of the army *, to a ſufficiency for 20,000 men, the General 


did not retain in the arrangement entruſted to him f a due proportion of thoſe 


| neceſſary followers, Rh would have diminiſhed the number of troops 


under his immediate command, but preferred commanding a larger army 
deprived of the means of motion, rather than a ſmaller provided with them, 
and keeping a ſurplus of troops to no purpoſe here, inſtead of ſending them 
to the northward, where they might have been advantageouſly. employed, in 
giving ſecurity to the dependent provinces of the Company, or in annoying 
thoſe of the enemy. 


From the 14th o November, when the General was warntd' to have the 


army in readineſs, to the 14th of December, when it ought to have been 
perfectiy ready to. take the field, it does not appear that any "ne en taken. 


4 * 


*- The copy of Lord Macartney' s Minute of November 14. (Noz 33 bas; been ;efuſed to me by 
the Court of Directors. It is with i1akaite regret that I am obliged only to refer to ic in general, in 
| ſupport of the propriety of my military conduct, oppoſed to Lord Macartney?s reaſoning, and plans 
of military diver/i2n at that eriſis! 8 

+ The army in cantonments near the Preſidency, was NOD x} with a due proportion of 
draught:and carriage cattle, with the drivers and neceſſary followers ſuited to every uſe ful purpoſe, 
ar probable contingency at that ſeaſon of the year, as evidently appears from the returns and muſter - 
tolls upon the Company's records. It was in general the ſpare or relief caule, &c, which were ſeut 
to Nellore for ſubſiſtence. 
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by him to demand or order from Nellore * the bullocks and the meſtries he 
might want to accompany his army, although the country was then fully as 
practicable as when they went there, Even at this later period it was ne- 


ceſſary for the raue to urg e in Committee? the aſſemblage of the neceſſary 
followers of the army. 


On the 1 5th of December, in the General's ſeparate Minute to the Preſi- 
dent, he allows that the firſt ſtep he is to take is to give the neceſſary orders 


ſor the ſecurity and convoy of the bullocks from Nellore, and yet the very 


next day he aſſutes the Committee in his General Minute“, that nothing 
but want of rice, emphatically underlined, could be in the way of the army's 
movements pn any well-directed plan of operations, as if ther? had been any 


Poppage F er refuſal of the Rated and ſufficient allowance of that article, or that he 
had provided the means within his reach for carrying that rice to ſobſiſt the 


army in thoſe movements. 


The army was at length ſo far in its progreſs towards an effeQual trikech 
as to quit its cantonments, and to encamp in the beginning of this month. 


But the moment that was critical had not been fetal. aq" was already paſt, 


The interval of tranquillity was ſuffered to intervene . The agitations, the 


apprehenſions, the confuſion, the miſtruſt that muſt have been produced by 


Hyder's death, and which, by the rapid approach of the Company's army, 
or even of a detachment of 1 it, might have broken out into open conteſt or 


total ſeparation, ceaſed, or were ſilenced by the want of ' ſuch ſupport. 


Hyder's ſucceſſor has had leiſure from the coaſt of Malabar to join his fa- 
ther's army in the Carnatic, —The French forces have moved to meet him; 


order reigns in his camp ; and the e may have changed wy for a 


more formidable opponent. 


Not to have been prepared, as Was directed, For giving a different and more 
favourable turn to public events, not to have been ready as was promiſed for emer- 


gencies, may be conſidered, if it happened pI deſign, as an inſtance of that in- 


* Lord Macartney gave in a Minute the 14th of Dads; which contained no other ſpecific ob- 


ject but only to get the army into the field with expedition in which there was no difference of 


opinion; and if, in his quality of Preſident, he took the lead or firſt word as to bullocks, and every 


talk on military matters, it was not in my power to prevent his writing what he thought proper. 
What I did and ſaid, ſtands on record the 15th and 16th of December. 


I have, on, every proper occaſion, repeatedly ſaid, and marked emphatically, that the want of 


rice was ever the greateſt cauſe both of diſtreſs and of diſappointment, in every military object which 


might otherwiſe he ve been attainable by the army in the Carnatic; and on the occaſion here alluded 
to, it will be found, that Lord Macartney did object to allowing rice from the ſtores of Madras, for 


the purpoſe of any expedition at a diſtance from thence. 


+ In anſwer-to all theſe ſuppoſitions, it is requeſted that attention may be given to "my Amate, 
read 22 the 1ſt of February, 


3 action, 
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altion, or if defignedly of that counteradtion, of which the ee in the Preſident's 
Minute ſeemed to have given offence to the General, but #; which the preſent eb. f 
things has juſtified the apprebenſion *, 


The firſt and great object for a lobe army 1 * bath willed, 
it remains only to conſider whether and what other objects may, be yet within 


its reach, and to nd if practicable, a Pap, for the operations of the 


campaign. 


For this model this Prefident raghſed, on the 10 of laſt mak "that 


the Committee ſhould be made acquainted with the plans and proſpects on 
this occaſion of Major General Stuart, whoſe preſent ſtation at the head of 
the army, and ſeat in the Committee, as well as his profeſional knowledge, 


rendered ſuch an application and communication: equally proper. It was not 


to be ſuppoſed that the General, knowing the entire concurrence of the 
other members in this propoſal of the Preſident, would require the formal 
reſolution; of the Committee to be forced to be explicit on the ſubject of the 
military operations in the Carnatic, as he had formerly delivered his ſenti- 
ments on diſtant military operations, upon the expreſs ground of not appear- 
ing totally ignorant and inadequate to the duties of his ſtation: That the 


thoughts which the General had formerly delivered to the Committee, had 


not been found to have given all the information that was wiſhed to be, re- 
ceived, the ſubſequent application to him for more ſufficiently t teſtified. The 


General, however, referring to thoſe thoughts which he expreſſed at time 


when he declared alſo hat. he knew of no object deſerving that this army 
ſhould be put in motion, and before he had any thoughts of aſſembling it, 
as well as to what he added when he gave in the plan "of the line of battle, 
declined any further communication as unneceſſary and imprudent. 


„ But the General ſeems to have adopted the idea of ſuffering both the 


northern and ſouthern provinces to remain unable to defend themes ef- 
fectually“ f, in order to wait until after the arrival of Monſieur de Buſſy's 
reinforce- 


* Ia the Petition which, through the Secretary of State, I had the honour to preſent to his Ma- 
jeſty, dated 26¹¹ July 1785, earneſtly requeſting that a Court of Inquiry or a Court Martial might 
be appointed for the trial of my military conduct, I took occaſion to infert a literal copy of the 
whole of this paragraph of Lord Macartney's Minute of 18th January 1783, obſerving that) it con- 
teined a direct 2ccuſ.tion or charge. affe ding the military character or conduct of a General- 


commanding at the time his Majeſty's troops jointly with thoſe of the Company. On this — 


ſee fu ther the obſervations at the cloſe of this Appendix, page xxv. 

+ The very poſition of the army at Vellout, the i8th January, the day Lord Macartney gave his 
Minute for record, effectually covered and preſerved the Preſidency, and every: thing to the north of 
1: and the places of Ren: h in the ſouthern provinces were iuficiently earriſoned and provi ed for 
_ every deferſeu? purpoſes It is well deſerving of notice, that on N day following hole net of 
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reinforcement; the plan of the French operations: ſhall be known, that then 
the Carnatic army might move, if poſſible, bodily to counteract them. 

To aſſert that this army, which could not protect Cuddalore from the 
few French forces already arrived, that could not move effectually to the 


preſervation of Permacoil, both within the limits of the Carnatic, and taken 


without the aſſiſtance of Hyder, ſhould ſuddenly be able, in deſpight of the 


combined obſtructions and reſiſtance of Indians and Europeans, to ride to 


the Circars, or to Tanjore, to prevent the effects of an invaſion there, is to 


ſuppoſe that the hiſtory of the invalion of the Carnatic already is forgotten, 
and that the march of an army may, to imitate an expreſſion of the n 
be as quick in practice as in a minute concerning it. rin 


To wait, as propoſed in that minute of the General's, in the” vain iden of 
the moving afterwards in the manner he deſcribes, or after the reiurn ef Ile 
ſquadron * lo move againſt the French already here, is, however, the whole and 
only plan or explanation of operations as to this army, contained or even 
mentioned iti that minute to which a reference was en ae 18 Hi n and 
the Committee's attention gravely called to it. i Yo aB 9H 19991 


Whatever might be deficient in this plan of preſent ſoſpenſe unc fore 
activity, was, by the General's reference of 31ſt December, to be fupplied 
by what he communicated-to the Committee, when he laid before them the 
line of battle, chiefly ſhewing the corps that were now to be employed in 


field ſervice. What he communicated on that ſubject, as appears by the 


conſultations of that date, was ſolely, that it was poſſible the principal opera- 
tions of the army might be directed to places of firength; where French 
troops might be in garriſon, or which contain the enemy's principal maga- 
Zines. Such preliminary communication was ſufficient to lead to a demand 


| of a battering train and an Engineer. It denotes what may be the general 


aim, but cannot be admitted to contain a plan of operations, which implies. - 
not only the ſpecification of the ſeveral particular objects, thought eventually 


Practicable and expedient to be attempted, but of the means by which ſome 


or all of them are moſt likely to be attained. 


the 18th Janvery 1783, intelligence was received both of M. de Suffrein's poſition at ſea, off Gan- 


jam, and of the original plan of M. de Buſly's land operations; and had we been gifted with the 


moſt preciſe foreknowledge of events, we could not poſſibly have placed the main army of the Car- 
natic in a more proper ſituation to countera&t the enemy's defigns, than chat very one where it was 
poſted on the day of receiving the intelligence by the Chacer. | 

I ever maintained, that we could at any time bodzly move to the northward, and drive any Tea 
of French and Myſoreans from thence, even when the French were the maſters at ſea; but, on the 


contrary, that it would require the co-aperation of our ſquadron, to — in ay effeQual expedi- 
tion to che ſouthward, yn 
The 
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The ennie or executive government, to whom on this — the 
direction of all military operations is confided, to approve of a plan, muſt he 


enabled to examine and judge of all its parts. The inſtructions of the Com- 


mittee to the Commander in Chief of the army, muſt include this plan, of 
which the reſponſibility reſts with them, as with him that of the execution. 
The ſuperintendipg and controlling Preſidency of Bengal, who have lately 
required from this Government a communication of its plan of operations, or 
defence, may not be ſatisficd with defeCtive, looſe, or. vague information; 
but General Stuart, called upon again on this occaſion, determined not to 
hazard in theſe times a preciſe or poſitive opinion, refers ane w to the objects 
of his former reference“; and to that minute, which in this reſpea, contains 
_ only the expreſſion of that reference. | 

The Preſident therefore, whoſe ao on a 1 inber occaſion for be diſ- 
cuſſion, though in the diſcharge of his duty, of ſubjects which bore relation 
to military operations, did not ſave him from the expreſſion of the ironical, 


or the oppoſition of the real jealouſy of General Stuart, is reluctantly impelled 
to offer heads of a plan to the conſideration of the Committee, and of the 


Commander in Chief, wiſhing rather to have had the opportunity of APRON 
ing thoſe which the General had been ſolicited to ſuggeſt, 
The Preſident, however, builds his opinions on the General! 8 authority, 
in relation to the powers of the army, which he has declared“ zo be equal to any 
thing that can poſſibly at any one time, or in any one body, be reaſonably. 


expected to come againſt it. Since that declaration, the army has ſuffered. 


; 73 Conſultations, 
January 4, 1783. 


14 General S:uar:'s 
Minute, November 
17, 1782. 


no ſenſible diminution, except by the detachment of 300 Europeans to the 


ſouthward, under Colonel Forbes, which. ſtill leaves the army ſtronger in 


Europeans, than when Sir Eyre Coote gained his victories. Th: enemy has 


not in that interval received the encreaſe reaſonably to be expected, or any 
exerciſe of its force. Of the actual good condition of the army, or of its 


ſufficient equipment, nothing could give more ſtrong conviction to the Com- 
mittee, than the General's demand ** of a battering train, implying the capa- 
city of uling it, and a uſe which implies a conſcious ſuperiority over the 
enemy. But the forts of Vandewaſh and Carangooly, in the preſent ſtate of 


things, ſerve only to multiply expence, to keep troops from the field, to 
diminiſh the ſtock of grain in ſtore, to employ carriage neceſſary elſewhere 
{or conveying it, as well as eſcorts for defending it, and to diſtract the ate 
tention of the whole army whenever either af thoſe poſts. are ihreatened. or- 


| approached by the enemy. | 203 SW 381 bonigniem 2 


If any attack ſhould happen to be made upon either of thoſe forth, Able | 
the Company” s troops are employed in any military operation at. a diſtance 


; | from 


is Conſultation, 
December 27, 1782. 
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from them, or ſhould be on a march to relieve or provide Vellore; either 
fuch operation muſt be ſulpended, or thofe forts will change their maſters. 
The preſent Commander in Chief, who has declared that he attributes no 
other importance to Vandewaſb and Carangooly, except the appearance of 
things in the eyes of the powers of India, will therefore, it is hoped, have 
as little an objection to direct thoſe works to be A rs as he would 
have a great one to ſee them taken by the enemy. 


The Preſident, therefore, 1s of opinion, that it ſhould be projpeſed to Ge- 
neral Stuart, to march with the army as ſoon as may be practicable and ex- 
pedient*, to the neighbourhood of thoſe, fortreſſes; for the purpoſe, if it 
can be compaſſed, of withdrawing the garriſons, and as much of the ſtores and 
proviſions as may be poſſible to be carried from thence, and-of deſtroying the 
remainder, together with the works of the lame, as cffectually as circum— 
ſtances may admit. 


That if either of thoſe places ſhould be belieged before the above ſervice 


cout be effected, the General might, if practicable, force ſuch. Wig to be 
raiſed, or otherwiſe endeavour that ſuch ſervice be completed. 


That if either Tripaſore or Ponamellee ſhould be attacked, the enen 
tion of thoſe places ſhould be preferred to the demolition of the others. 


That the General ſhould undertake no ſiege without information to the 
Committee, with the motives for the undertaking and the proſpect of ſuccels, 
or advantage that might attend it, 


© Phat as in the event of an engagement with the enemy; the deciſive expe- 
rience in the battles won by Sir Eyre Coote, evinces, that victory cannot, in 
the preſent ſtate of things, be purſued, by a body of mere infantry, or any 
advantage beſide fame acquired; and that the ſuperiority of the Britiſh arms, 

honourably maintained in the late campaigns, might materially ſuffer by any 
check, the General ſhould repreſs his ardour for «Mon in the field in any 
firuation or circumſtance which might render doubtful the event. FW 


Thar he ſhovid at all times, and preferably to all other objects or proſpects 
of advantage, be careful to maintain his communication with, and the Prac- 
ticability of returning to Fort St. George, If, or when it ſhall be neceſſary 
to relieve or provide 1 when the return of the ſquadron ſhall facilitate an 
attack on Cuddalore, or other places along the coaſt, when other events ſhall ariſe 


* I oppoſed the demolition of Yandewafh and Carangooly, at a time When there was no imme— 
diate need ſor it, and becauſe there was grain ſufficient to main: ain thoſe garriſons, without brar ng 
on the ſtores at Madras; but the caſe became altogether different ſoon aſter, efpeci-l:y on receiving 
the news by the Chacer; accordingly, it will be found that I then ſent orders to the commanding 
officers at thoſe places io prepare the mices for the demolition, = 


calling 
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calling * new nne or as ret ſhall offer in the courſe of the cam- 
paign, other ideas may be propoſed ; thoſe ſuggeſted; by the Preſident are 


only for the preſent moment, The other Members may think of more and 


better. They are requeſted to examine theſe with ſtriftneſs, The Preſident 
offers them with reluctance *, and with the diffidence which becomes him, as 


well as with the repret of obſerving, that there does not appear to be really now, auy 


adequate args or folid oje attainable for the army in the Carnatic, theugh there 


* Tt is worth notice, that Ls Macartney, who, i the end of this Minute, ſays, he 


offers his military ideas with reloctance and diflidence, would have it underſtood that it was owing 


to my declining to give in any plan. This was faid by his Lordſhip on the 18th of Januaty; but it 


will be found, that on the 2d of the ſame month, I had preſented to him a ſeparate addreſs, where 


every eſſential article in his Lordſhip's plan of ſervice had "veg already in contemplation, as will ap- 
Pear by the following extract: | 


"6 From Major General STUART to the Prefident (Lord Maca arNey), 
iT (Separate Communication, No 4.) 


* 8 311 51010 “ Fort St. George, January 2, 1783. 


The my! is now in the field, together with the old ſtock of carriage and gun bullocks from 
« 8 with every other means of ſervice within the compaſs of my power; and I venture to 


« add, with unparalleled expedition, from the date of entering the cantonments, and from the 16th 


« of laſt month (December), the firſt day that the ſeaſon began to open for the field ſervice, But 
 « jt is not enough to be in the field; we muſt have the means of mori! to ſome eſſential 


£* purpoſe. | 
5. © I calculate that, * furniſhing carriage bullocks for the 1,000 additional of his Majeſty' $ 
© troops, which muſt be taken from the agent” s department of grain carriage, there will not be 
6c carriage bullocks for more than ſeven days rice to the fighting men, if ſo much, ay 

8. By this able officer (C. Flint's) lateſt intelligence, the French were pointing at an attempt 
* apainſt YVaudewaſh, and the army under Curreem Sahib had made ſome marches towards a 


% junction. I had long ſince told Captain Flint the preciſe day we ſhould be in the field ; ; there- | 
fore, if no regular approaches were made in a certain time, he had only to guard againſt ſur- 


« priſe. He has now eftabliſhed ſignals on Yardewaſ hill, to be ſeen from en and 
„ Chingle put; ſo that we ſhall inſtantly know the certainty, 


9. * The lateſt intelligence from Captain Flint is of the 29th ultimo; and he ſays, that the fring 


„of that day (heard all over our cantonments) was on T ippoo Sabib's arrival, and that ſeveral 
« French officers had gone to pay their reſpeQs to him, which he ſuppoſed might delay the French 


% operations againſt Vandeauaſb, even though that plan might be agreeable to Kaas , 
„Which was yet doubtful, from the report prevailing in the enemy's garriſons. 


10. My plan for the preſent, therefore, is, to fill Chingleput with rice as much as can hos and 
ce perhaps, in ſome proportion Trippaſſore, ſo as to give means for a N of ſupply of three days 
« march from the Preſidency, and in every probable direction of the army's movement ; at 8 
„ put for the coaft, or the French; at T rippaſſore towards Vellore, &c. | | 

14. In this way, I ſay, we may from management proceed; and if in the 3 the French 
and Tippoo attempt any enterpriſe, whether againſt Yandewaſh, or any other place within the 
« reach of our proviſions, I ſhall certainly be of opinion to march towards them to prevent it, not 
« on account of-the importance either of J. ear or Carangooly, but for the appearance of things 
« in the eyes of the Powers in India! 


mig b. 
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- might elſewhere, as it can here be little more in the preſent fate of ax, than an 
army of obſervation and defence *. 


A 


® [t will not eſcape he obſervation of thoſe who read this Minute of Lord Macartney's, and who: 
compare the contents of it with thoſe of the deſponding Letters from the Preſident and Select Com- 
mittee to the Governments of Bengal and Bombay, and to Sir Edward Hughes (inſerted in Appen- 


dix II. from No. 1. to No. 5,), that there is ſome — of inconſiſtency between the ideas enter 


tained or declared at theſe periods. 


In the Letter to Bombay of the 10th Oftober 1782 the Preſident and Select Committee expreſy 
themſelves thus: „From this melancholy view of our ſituatior, you will plainly perceive that it is 
«© not in our power to afford you any hope of aiding your invaſion of Hyder Ally's poſſeſſions on the 
«« Malabar coaſt by attacking him on hie ide: on the contrary, we have every reaſon to fear that 
«© we ſhall be driven to the neceflity of dividing, if not diſBanding the army, and of confiring-our- 


© intentions and our hopes to the fingle object of keeping poſſeſſion of this fortreſs.” —But in the months 


of December and January immediately following, the great object ſeems to have been to 1mpute. 
blame to me far not performing wonders even by W l from that army, under all the dif- 
culties of the ſituation at the time. 


In the concluſion, however, of the Preſident's Minute of 18th January, bis Lordſhip diſcloſes 


an opinion that the Carnatic army in the preſent ſtate of things, could be lite more than an army of. 


obſervation and defence. —My notions of the utility of the Carnatic army, and of the great import-- 


- anc of keeping our main force together, happened to differ very widely from thoſe of the Prefident, 
III thought it my indiſpenſable duty to ſtate and maintain my own opinions by reaſoning freely on 


theſe ſubjects, when fully convinced that the military plans propoſed by the Preſident, were upon 


| ſome occaſions founded on principles too narrow and deſponding, and upon other occaſions were ſub- 
jeg to the qbjeRtion of ſuggeſting inpracticable plans of ſervice, —Whether the freedom I thus took; 


whenever the occaſion ſeemed to require it, contributed in any meaſure to the ſtrictures and marked 
hoſtility againſt me ſo-apparent in- every part of the rere 8 Minute of 18th January, muſt be left 
to the judgment of others to decide, | 


Had we followed the Preſident's plans of ai en or ſeparating the army—or, by inland expedi. 
tions, either committed the reputation of conſiderable detachments, which in any event could not have 
rejoined from the ſouthward, to be of ſeaſonable uſe—or finally, had we contented ourſelves ſolely. 
with a garriſon at Madras—nay, if we had not adopted a preciſe diferent conduR, in keeoing our 
main force together, in condition to avail ourſelves of the ſuitable occaſion, as at Nedingul bole his- 
Majeſty's ſquadron. returned to the coaſt, and acting with a view to ſubſequent operations which- 
might. be neceſſary towards Cuddalore after the return of Vice Admiral Sir Edward H ughes; I verily. 
believe the Company's poſſeſſions on that fide of India would have been loſt to this county, by the 
countenance and ſupport which the French would have been enabled to give to N. s hoſtile de- 
figns agaioſt the Evgliſh, in purſuance of I. father's original plans. 
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i I bat read in Committee, February 1, 178. 3: 


| 1eves av (EXTRA T.) 

IN be 24th (January) I was firſt poſſeſſed of the Right Hohodtable Pre- 

ſident's minute, read in. Committee the 18th (January), fince which 

time, I beg leave to appeal to my employment with the army, and to the 
correſpondence from thence, upon immediate buſineſs with the Committee, 
to ſnew the reaſon why, could not attend to that minute ſooner than at pre- 
ſent. In fact, I never looked into it until I came to the fort from camp, 
(29th. enen i 4 - | s 
Ia ſo far as that minute has any retroſpect t to my cone *; 1 cannot Poe 
conſidering it as bordering upon general invective, which, I hope, without 
taking up much of the time of the Committee, to prove, from facts and dates, 
to be de void of foundation. Bp : 
Ar is, indeed, a ſort of commentary on en not kngolarly applied to me, 
| from a certain quarter. It appears from record, that I go in very good 
company. His Excellency Sir. Eyre Coote, and Vice Adiniral Sir Edward 
Hughes, the Commanders in Chief by land and ſea, have had their ſhare too; | 
without mentioning the Governor General and Council of Bengal. 


I ſhall therefore, neither in my own opinion, nor, as I hope, in the den 
of 'my ſovereign, nor in that of my Honourable Employers, the Eaſt India 
Company, neither with the candid public in general, ſuffer in the ſmalleſt 
degree by this or any other performance of the Right Honourable Preſident. 
With the utmoſt tranquillity, therefore, on that head, and to take notice only 
here of that part where there is an imputation of inaction or counteraclion to 
what the Right Honourable Preſident would 20i/h to make believe was public 
ſervice, and which, upon a more minute canvas, will be found to be little 
elſe than his own ideal, and, as I take leave to ſay, impracticable plans of ſer- 
vice, I ſhall, for that end, premiſe with the following 8 general poſition, to be 
eſtabliſhed by reaſonable proof: Namely— 

That as to the application or employment of any force of this army, capable 
to make an impreſſion even upon the minds of the enemy in their weakeſt 


* This paper was preſented, and for the firſt time read in Committee, held Saturday the ift of 
February 1783. It is chiefly meant as an anſwer to Lord Macartney's ſtrictures on my conduct. 
Jſee, by ſome miſtake, it is cited in Lord Macartney's minute of 25th June 1783 (when I was 
et on fervice), as of date the 29th of January 1783. 

Ts condition, 
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condition, conſidering the actual ſtate of this army at the times alluded to, 
the ſeaſon of the year, the then diſtance of the enemy from us, I make bold 
to ſay, that no man of practical knowledge or experience would have enter- 
tained the idea of a movement of this army, ſuch as to have expected any 
ſalutary purpoſe from it; but, on the contrary, from practical profeſſional 
krowledge, there is every reaſon to believe, that a movement by detach- 
ment (as it muſt have been) of Europeans and native cavalry, and ſepoys, 
to the greateſt extent poſſible at the time, on any march or expedition that 
the Right Honourable Preſident could have planned in his cloſet, fitted out to 
the utmoſt power of the Preſidency at the time, would have been liable to in- 
ſult; and, independent of that, could not, in the firſt inſtance, poſſibly have 
reached within five days march of Hyder's army, then near Chittoor, without 
neceſſarily returning to the Preſidency for rice. And if the alluſion is to any 
movement immediately after Hyder's death was known and believed in this 
ſettlement, the detachment (for ſuch it ſtill would have been) muſt have 
marched with half the number of Europeans, artillery-men, and infantry, and 
with not half the proportion of artillery and of native cavalry, with about 
3000 ſepoys ; this too, at the preciſe time when the French, in nearly“ equal 
numbers as to Europeans, with a very conſiderable train of artillery, were 
actually on their march from Cuddalore, with a view of effecting a junction with 
the army then under Cherim Sabib; 1 lay, that our detachment of all the Euro- 
peans fit for duty, not half provided in any reſpect, could not have proceeded 
five days without meeting the French regulars. in their fulleſt force,” joined to 
the other army. I venture to maintain, that in the ſtate of the ſick and con- 
valeſcents, particularly of the European artillery-men and native troopers, from 
the peculiar inclemency of the monſoon, with the epidemical diſtemper which 
did then affect nearly one half of this army, and which is not yet wore out, 1. 
| ſay, that had any detachment of force been made at the times alluded to, the 
public real ſervice, in all its train and conſequences, muſt have been deeply 
affected, and this army could not have encamped in force, as at preſent, ſo 
ſoon by one month at leaſt, I am even doubtful if we could have formed an 
army at all, ſoch as now, to bid defiance to the preſent combined force of the 
enemy. 


At the time the Right Honourable Preſident brought forward his minute 
of the 14th. November, in general propoſing expeditions and diverſions ; the 
face of the country was covered with water; the army was in a manner totally 
unprovided with tents; there were upwards of three thouſand carriage and 
draught bullocks, from neceſſity and want of ſubſiſtence to the cattle and 
drivers, at above one hundred and twenty miles diſtance; the artillery, car- 
riages, and tumbrils, were in the act of ee ene and nenen we had had 


-4 See Notes, p. xxii. | 
carriage, 
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carriage, there was no rice to ſend forward in the direction of any march to- 
wards the enemy ; the followers of the army were dying by hundreds daily, 
owing to the narrowed delivery of rice at the Preſidency; I ſay, that at this 
time, when the Preſident was urging ſome movement of this army (though he 
could not tell where), I did myſelf the honour to preſent a minute in anſwer, 
dated November 17th. I beg leave to refer to that minute entire, without 
troubling the Committee with any partial extract, ſuch as the Right Ho- 
nourable Preſident has thought Proper to inſert in his minute or the 18th 


(January). 


What I therein ſtate to the Committee, belides what apppears this marked 
by the Preſident, was the moſt comprehenſive view in my power to give, of 
the real poſition of our affairs, and the proper practical and practicable appli- 
cation of our force; I have ſince the time, more than once, recurred to what 
I Zhen ſaid, particularly ſince the laſt news from Lieutenant Colonel M*Leod, 
from Colonel Lang, and from the northward, concerning the French ſqua- 
dron, and the expectation of M. Buſſy landing in that quarter; and if I had at 
the time been certain of the events that have ſince 8 8 1 de 1 not ſee 
any alteration neceſſary. 
I repeat and requeſt therefore, that when the imputations concerning me 
or my conduct, contained in ſeveral parts of the Right Honourable Preſi- 
dent's minute of the 18th (January), or am where elſe, are read by thoſe 
who have the beſt right to judge of my conduct, they will not do it by 
extracts or citations, but, on the contrary, do me the juſtice at the ſame 


time, to view the whole ſcope and tendency of what I ſaid on the 17th f 


November, and on the 16th of December, and alſo what 1. now ſay upon the 


preſent, occaſion. 
-I ſhall now proceed to eſtabliſh what I have ſaid, by facts and dates. 


Upon the 1 5th day of October the army ſhifted ground; and they had 
ſcarce time to pitch their tents (then in very bad condition), when they had 
the misfortune to be aſſailed by the ſame ſtorm that did ſo much damage to 
the ſhipping in the roads here —By the report made to me, the cover of the 
army was almoſt entirely loſt or torn to pieces :—Oa the 19th following, they 
were from neceſlity cantoned i in the neighbourhood of the Preſidency. 


The conſultations in Select Committee held on 2he 17th of October, and 
ſubſequent meetings, to which I beg leave to refer, will evince at this period, 
and for weeks thereafter, the conſtant ſtruggle I had in combating with my 
own private opinion, the arguments of the Right Honourable Preſident, &c. 
which went to the removing of this army at a diſtance from Madras; a ſtep which 
at that time I took occaſion to ſay, would, in effect, be equal to diſbanding it. 


The prevailing notion with the Right Honourable Preſident was, if I rightly 
5 "2 ORE | recollect, 


i 
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recollect, to conſider the army as good for little more "ev garriſon of this 
place, and that no field army was needed. 


The impreſſion was then, and ſtill is ſo ſtrong on my mind, that unleſs 
this army can be kept together, to oppoſe the enemy in the field, every 


province, and every garriſon and place of ſtrength remaining, would moſt 


undoubtedly, in a ſhort time, be attacked and carried; and ſeeing that the 


keeping together the fighting part of the army at leaſt, with the followers 
| abJclutely neceſſary, turned upon the management of rice, I therefore thought 


it a duty incumbent to give up almoſt the whole of my attention during the 


cantonment, with the moſt minute exactneſs, to control and regulate the 


diſtribution of a certain quantity of rice, which I was, in expreſs terms, told 
in Committee “ was all that would be given for the uſe of the army; and if 


e more were kept together than could be fed on that quantity, or that any 
_« diſcontents or mutinous behaviour followed, TI wen be eee for the 
„ conſequences.” 


The records, I am ſorry to ſay, are but too full on ſuch ſubjects. It is 
no fault of mine; I was on the defence in my profeſſion, and in my place. 


On the 24th of October, two battalions from this army, together with 
more than 3000 draught and carriage bullocks, with all the public and pri- 
vate followers that could not get ſubſiſtence here, left the cantonments on 
their way to Nellore; the cattle were in general in very low condition, and 
the country and rivers ſo full of water, that the battalions did not reach 


Pulicat in leſs than ſix days; they had, upon the Fate, vith their elcort, to 
march 120 miles to Nellore-Serapilé. 


About zine days after this principal part of the what carriage of the army. 
had got there, the Right Honourable Preſident's minute of the 14th No- 


vember, for action and F was produced; but whether for Cummum 


or Cuddapah, or ſome where elſe, Ido not know. He wiſhed, as I recollect, 
at one time, that ſome more battalions ſhould go from hence to the narih, 
and that point not being carried, the two Carnatic battalions before men- 
tioned were ordered from Nellore to Ongole upon ſome general plan of 
diverſion ; there they remained until of late, when, on the belief of M. Buſſy 
being expected to make a deſcent to the northward, chiefly with a view to 


Maſulipatam, I was clearly of opinion that the ſervice required their moving 
immediately towards that important place. 


I repeat again that it would, in effect, have retarded any real 788 = 
this army, had the ſmall number of troops fit for duty, unprovided as they 
mult. have been with.ſufficient cover during the molt inclement. monſoon in. 
the memory of man, with the few guns that we then could have dragged, 
without rice, followers, or carriage cattle ſufficient for any march of ſeven 


- * : 
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days, it would have been, I ſay, ruinous in the extreme for the troops to have 
taken the field by detachment at that time,—We could not poſſibly even for 
three weeks after the Preſident's minute of the 14th of November (from 
the "obſtacle of the ſeaſon alone), have marched to the Poney river towards 
Hyder, and conſequently no movement could have in that way operated to a 
prevent whatever was Tippoo's original deſign to the ſouthward. _ : | 
Tippoo marched from the Carraor diſtrict towards Lieutenant Colonel 0 | 
. Humberſtone in the ſecond wee of November; and experience has ſince | 
ſhewn that he waited to dart at Lieut. Col. Humberſtone's detachment {a | 
ſoon as he could get him at a certain diſtance from the coaſt. —lIrt has been | 
our ſingular good fortune, that the enemy on this occaſion purſued too far, | 
and that Lieut. Col. Macleod availed himſelf fo ably of his adyantage 
ground, and was ſo well ſeconded by Lieut, Col. Humberſtone and the f © ol 
brave fellows under his command. —The action at ae deſerves indeed . = 
every praiſe that can be given. | | 
In my minute of the 17th November, I ſtated vim we were then em- | | 
ployed about, in order to bring the army into the field properly equipped, {| 
fo ſoon as the ſe aſon for action would admit of it. In the ſecond week of Decem. | e 
ber I took meaſures, with. diſpatch and ſecrecy, for the eſcort of the draught 
and carriage bullocks returning ſafe back from Nellore to the army. —They 
had not recovered from thejr low condition ſooner than about that time; 
and much about that time it will be found there were objeZions in the Committee 
to the ſending rice ferward to the out garri/ons from the ſtores here in any line of 
direction that the army would have marched, On the 25th of December all the 
cattle above mentioned came ſafe; and on Thurſday the 2d of January, tbe . 1 
whole army, in full force, from every cantonment and Ae and with the 
whole field artillery, encamped at the Mount. 
The death of Hyder Al) Cawn, the epoque which the Right Honourable i 
Preſident alludes to, when action and movements would have done wonders, 
and upon which he is pleaſed to dwell in his minute of the 14th December, 
happened in the firſt weck of that month, near to Chittoor ;—it was not known 
and believed here till about the 12th or 12th, —The diſtance. of Chittoor | 
from hence, by any route that the army could have taken at that time of the „ ; | 
year, would have at leaſt required a march of thirteen days; and from the rainy „ ö 
ſeaſon, very probably, it would have been impoſſible to have advanced halt ; 
way ;—we could not have put a thouſand Europeans in the field, with not more | 
than three bundred native cavalry, and about three thouſand ſepoys. * 
At this preciſe time, had we made a move of four or five days, we moſt pro- 
bably, in this unprovided ſtate, muſt have met with the French from Cuddalore, 
joined to the force of Curreem Sabib's army, which, not wichſtanding all the 
e accounts from the Durbar and elſewhere, yet from Captain Flint and 


Captain 


Theſe two notes 
were in the ori- 
ginal minute 
given for iecotd 
February 1, 


1783. 
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Captain Cuppage's intelligence, and by every account that I can depend 


upon, continued moſt firmly attached to Hyder's cauſe; and a proof of it, 


equal to demonſtration, is, that not a man or horſe to my knowledge on: | 


come in from the time of Hyder's death to the preſent hour. 


' Hyder's death, as before ſaid, was not believed here till the 13th of De- 
cember ; the ſame intelligence had come to the Nabob on' the 11th —The 
French regular troops From Cuddalore, to the number of at leaſt nine hundred, 
with one Koreas and fifty artillery-men of all caſts, and two thouſand ſepoys 
diſciplined by the French, with a train and ordnance (as in the note *), 


had advanced on the 16th (December), and were at Fatteh- Pett, near 


Gingee, a few days after. This body of troops when in communication with 
the enemy's main army, both could have joined in two days in any centrical 
fituation applicable to our movement, if 1 it t had been made at the time, and 5 


under the circumſtances alluded to . | 110 


I ſhall now leave it to Hpeculatiſis on ne reaſoning, of ſuppoſed diſaf- 
fection or treachery, or the love of change, or the hope of gain, or any 
other motive whatever, probably actuating the leaders of the enemy's. army 
after Hyder's death; let them draw conſequences from ſuch ſuppolitions,—. 
as from the reaſoning of the Preſident's minute of the 14th of November, or 


of the 14th- of December, becauſe I was ot of opinion, and ſaw xo reaſon to 
move this army into the field circumſtanced as above ;—they may give what 


epithet they pleaſe to my conduct, whether calling 1 It criminal inaftion or 


dts... Be fides the body of French troops here mentioned to have joined from Cuddalore in Dade. 
there are with the enemy the piquets of two hundred ſent by M. Duchemin ſoon after his arrival; | 
alſo Lalle's old corps. — The train of artillery, which, by the exact intelligence, is known, to be 


with the body of the French lait Joined, conſiſts of two ewt -four pounders,. four A en dito, 
four ſix ditto, four howitzers. 


.+ See intelligence from the Honourable Baſil Cochrane, communicated Janvary 105 1783. Alto 
ſee intelligence from the Preſident's information * cutting out the Fs fiom Cuddalore), 
"oY [January 1783. 5.0 

Extract from Mr, Cochrane's malige (adiag Refident: in the Diariss of aaa 
IT; Nagore, and Karical), above alluded to. 

6 The Hs "ch camp marched from Cuddalore December 12, 1782, conſiſting of an- bundred 
10 Fc one hundred and fifty caffries, one hundred topaſſes, and about two thouſand ſepoys, 
4% two twenty-four pounders, four eighteen pounders, fix twelve pounders, fix ſix pounders, four 
«© howitzers;- leaving behind them as a garriſon, ffty Europeans, fifty topaſſes and cattries, fifty 
© ertillery- men, abqut five hundred ſepoys, Datch and French, and two thouiand of Hyder's ſepoys 
% encamped within the bounds. This ſtep they took with the permiſſion of Hyder, after their re- 
, peated requeſts for that purpoſe, On their arrival at Yelomalpetty the 16th December, they received 
* accounts of Hyder Ally Cawn having died the 7th December ; they remained there, and on the 


= they received a letter from Cherim Sahib, deſiring them not to proceed any 
" further, but to return immediately to Cuddalore, as the Engliſh were preparing to retake that 


« place. After two days they proceeded, and arrived at F. attepet on the 224, two cofs from Gingee.” 
| | counter- 


A P PE ND IX. Nil. xX ſi | | 


— "> 
— 


counteraion, or even difaFection 4 it gives me rue concern, when I am at 1 
liberty, as at preſent, to appeal to the candid unprejudiced judgment of the | | 
moſt. reſpectable authority as above mentioned, whether, according ta every i 
rule which in prudence or propriety ought to guide the plans and movements of this 
main army, on which ſo much depends — their health—their reputation and their oF IM | 
future conſequence—were to be riſked and ſported with at the periods alluded to, and on 
plans of ſpeculative reaſoning, to give them the mildeſt epithet that now occurs to me? 
|  Tippoo Sahib returned from the ſouthward, and Joined his army“ in the 
laſt week of December; and if, from his own experience, or the advice of 
the French now encamped at a few miles diſtance from him, he has made 
ſome new arrangements in his army, ſuch reforms could not have been pre- 
vented by any movement on our part at the times alluded to.—Bur, even with 
all their improvements, I maintain that this army has nothing to apprehend 
from their united efforts; this however might not have been the caſe, if 
detachments had been ſent, for purpoſes of ſpeculation as above ſtated, 
Situated as at preſent, and encamped in full force, it becomes, in my 
humble opinion, the moſt fortunate poſition that we poſſibly could have 
expected 10. find the enemy, in their full force, Europeans and natives, oppoſed to py. 1 
this army. The ſouthern provinces are freed thereby, and Colonel Lang 1 
will avail Rane doubtleſs, of his ſituation; the operations on the other 
ſide of India, where Hyder's ſucceſſor is chiefly vulnerable, are alſo unem- | ; 
barraſſed. If the French land, as expected, under Monſieur Buſſy, there i _ | "i 
force, 1 hope, in the Circars, aſſembled centrically, to run him down, even 2 
if they ſhould land; and if the enemy's united force moves to the north= il 
ward, we ſhall likewiſe move with this army to Es ana the junction and . il 
wwe are equal to it. | * BR. = 
As to all theſe points now immediately touched upon, I have had 3 — 
honour to lay before the Committee my ſentiments at ſome length, in a mi- 
nute ſent from camp the 26th (January); I will not therefore now trouble 
the Committee with going over the ſame ground again. What I haye 
had the honour to offer to the Committee, on the ſubject of the Right 
Honourable Preſident's minute, where my conduct is pointedly attacked. 
will, as I hope, ſuffice for my vindication, W as I truſt they will, 
from a plain narrative of facts. BY 25 
As tòô the events and intelligence that have come to the knowledge ws 1 
Goethe fince the 18th (January), and communicated to me,; I truſt 0 | 
likewiſe that the Committee will do me the juſtice to obſerve, that 1 have | 
not loſt a moment, either in the operations immediately neceſfary, nor bave 
I been backward in giving my opinion concerning the plans and meaſures 
ſuited to the events and the intelligence; I refer to my Letter in corre- 


It is on record (General Letter, Fort St. George, 29th January 1783), that Tippoo was in the 
Carnatic the 18th December 1782. 


ſpondence 
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ſpondence with the Committee the 26th (January), and to other Letters ſi nce 
the army moved from the Mount. 


I conelude all that I have now ſaid, by aſſuring the Right Hiweuhgble =Y 
Preſident and Committee, that, notwithſtanding any reaſon I have had, or 
yet may have, to offer my opinion, differing from the majority, yet, what- 
ever any particular member may ſeparately ſtate or infinuate regarding ination 
or counteraction on my part, they, as Government, ſhall find, from proof poſi- 


tive, my moſt hearty and ready aſſiſtance and co-operation in carrying heir 


orders into execution, to the utmoſt of my power and abilities upon every 


occaſion, and moſt e upon the preſent moſt critical ſituation of 


r n. ., 
| (Signed) ; JA M STUART. 


P. S. The Papers i in dal ee or communication with the Select Commit- 


tee, un my part alluded or referred to in the preceding Minuce, are, 


October iſt, 1782, Letter 
November 4th, —, Minute we Tat iet s gens 
November 17th, ——, No. II. Minute 
December 16th, —, Minute f 
December 15th, —, No. J. Mate 
December 22d, ——, No. II. and return of * gy 
December 24th, ——, No. III. 
January 2d, 1783, No. IV. Letter 
5 January 18th, —, Minute 1 (es! 
January 26th. ——, Letter / 
(Signed) J. S. February I, 2763. 


* As Lord Macartney' s minute of the 18th January was given in to the Seled Committee without 
any previous notice to me, and as no copy was given to me of that minute till the evening of the 
24th, it was the 1ſt of February before I had any opportunity of preſeating to the Select Comnuttee 
my minute which contained the anſwer to that of the Preſident, and it was not wittiout conſiderable 
difficulty that I obtained that meeting of the Select Committee on the 1ſt of February. 


Tr appears from the Company's records, that on the 2gth of January 1783, a General Letter tothe 
Court of Directors was ſent from the Preſident and Select Committee of Madras, which letter I pre- 
ſume was either accompanied with: the Preſident's minute of 18th January, or contained paragraphs in 
which there were ftriQures upon my conduct, but the diſpatch to the Court of Directors dated the 
29th of Janvary, could not contain any part of the anſwers in juſtification of my conduct which were 
inſerted in the minute on my part, as theſe anſwers were not read in Committee till the 1ſt of Fe. 
bruary, —[ntimation, however, was given to them on the 19th January, that I truſted the Preſi- 
«© dent's' minute off 18th January would not go unanſwered.” | 

If it ſo happened. that the Court of DireQors received the Preſident? s minute of 18th January, con- 
taining the ſtrictures againſt me, without at the ſame time receiving my anſwers to them 4 it is 1 57 
that the poten contained in this note will account for that ee. 
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OpsERVATIONS for explaining the Object and 


ORGY of theſe APPENDIXES. 


1* the Itter to the Honbufäble Bs Directors of the Eaſt You 


Company, prefixed to theſe Appendixes, I have acknowledged that 
ſubmitting to the ſtricteſt examination, the particulars 'of my con- 


* duct during the period alluded to in the courſe of that Letter; 
from which they might be able to judge whether it was ſuch as 


contained not only thoſe proofs which have been ſpecially referred 


© to in the courſe of the Letter, as relating to the rice and grain pro- 
« yided by my means for the public ſervice, but likewiſe the copies of 
« ſome official minutes and papers, which might incidentally throw 
light upon the principles of my general conduct at that critical period 


* of their affairs. 


The Minute of the Prelldeut, Lord ae of 18th Mam 


| and my Minute in anſwer of the Iſt February 1783, which compoſe 


this Appendix, N' III. fall preciſely within the above deſeription, both 


on account of the period at which they were framed, and on account 
of the occurrences and plans of conduct to which they relate. 


Amongſt other things, theſe Minutes give a ſtrong repreſentation of 
the diſtreſs which the army and the country in general ſuffered in the 
beginning of the year 1783, as well as before that time, from the 
ſcarcity of rice, &c.; in which reſpect, they are connected with my 
claim of indemnification, in relation to the rice tranſaction, becauſe 


they ſtrengthen and confirm the various other proofs in ſupport of 


*:4 ZN the 


I was happy to-embrace the natural opportunity afforded me, of 


became a faithful and zealous ſervant of the Eaft India Company; 
«* and, with that view, the Appendixes annexed to the Letter, 


(Ke 


the neceſſity or utility of the meaſures taken by me for inereaſing che 
quantity of proviſions in the vicinity of Madras. 

But a ſtrong additional motive for my bringing the contents — theſe 
Minutes under the view of the Court of Directors, ariſes from the 
very peculiar ſituation in which T have been placed, in conſequence of 
the charges or attacks made upon my conduQ 1 5 the Preſident and Se- 
lect Committee of Madras. 

The charges were contained in Minutes or r Letters ſent home by 
them to the DireQors of the Eaſt India Company; and as the contents 
of theſe papers could not fail to create impreſſions unfavourable to me, 
I became extremely deſirous, upon my arrival in this country in the 
year 1784, to have every charge or attack upon my conduct diſcuſſed 
and examined in the ſtricteſt manner; for which purpoſe, earneſt ap- 
plications were made by me to the Honourable the Directors of tbe 
: Eaſt India Company ; ; which, however, did not at that time procure 
to me the opportunity I wiſhed of juſtifying my conduct. 5 

In the month of July 1785, 1 applied by petition to bie Majeſty, 
that he might be graciouſly pleaſed © to order the ſtricteſt inveſtiga» 
tion of my military conduct while in India, either by the means of 
a Court of Enquiry, or of a Court Martial, , or in ſuch other man- 
* ner as to his Majeſty ſhould ſeem moſt proper. TR 4 

In that petition I was at pains to collect, from the various 5 
papers on record, and to ſtate, in the /ironge/# terms againſt myſel S 
every charge or imputation that carried with it any appearance of 
weight; but I abſtained from ſtating any of my anſwers to theſe 
charges, becauſe I did not wiſh at that time to diminiſh the apparent 
magnitude or importance of theſe charges, preſuming that by theſe 
means I ſhould be the more likely to obtain the trial or enquiry ſo 
much wiſhed for on my part; and I truſted that an opportunity would 
be afforded me of ſtating my anſwers and defence completely, and 
with effect, to the Court of Enquiry, or the Court Martial, which I 
then flattered myſelf with the hopes of obtaining. 


But 


( xxyl }) 


But I have now waited nearly two years 1n vain, without ob- 
taining that public opportunity ſo earneſtly ſolicited for doing juſtice 
to my conduct in India; and therefore it will not be thought impro- 
per that I ſhould avail myſelf of ſuch opportunities as naturally pre- 
ſent themſelves, for bringing under the view of thoſe in whoſe ſervice 


I have had the honour to be employed, ſome part, at leaſt, of the 


anſwers I am in condition to give to the attacks made upon my 
. oe by the Preſident and Select Committee of Madr a8. i 


The petition which I had the honour to addreſs to his Majeſty on 
the 26th day of July 1785, was, on the 4th day of October follow- 
ing, ' tranſmitted by his Majeſty's Secretary of State, to the Court of 
Directors of the Eaſt India Company; and it will appear, from the | 
peruſal: of that petition, that all the various attacks or imputations 
made upon my conduct, were carefully collected and claſſed under | 


four ſeparate branches or articles of charge, 1 in, each of which care We 


taken to collect the ſubſtance, and to repreſent the Arongeſt parts of ihe 


1 5 


accuſations, without loſing any of their force. 5 


The firſt of the four articles thus ſtated in the 2 related to 


the charge of INACTION or COUNTERACTION imputed to me in 


the Preſident's Minute of 18th January 1783, and was founded entirely 


upon that Minute * ; it has therefore been thought proper to inſert in this 


Appendix a full Extra of every part of that Minute of 18th January 
reſpecting my conduct, and at the ſame time an Extract of my Minute 


of the 1ſt of February 1783 in anſwer to it, more eſpecially as in my 


Petition to his Majeſty, which was tranſmitted to the India Houſe by 
his Majeſty's Secretary of State, I had, for the reaſons already given, 
purpoſely abſtained from any defence or juſtification of myſelf againſt 
the charge of inaction or counteration, or againſt any of. the other 
nne therein ſtated. 


S See the note at the bottom of page xi, of Appendix, No. III, 1955 the 6 paragraph of Lord Mac- 
artney's Minute there referred to. 
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From the contents of ſome parts of the prefixed Letter of 3d July 1787, 
now preſented to the Court of Directors, and more particularly from my 
Minute of the 1ſt February 178 3, and the various other official Papers 

and Proofs inſerted in the Appendixes N' II. and N' III. I flatter my- 
ſelf it muſt appear that the firſt article of charge above alluded to, 
founded upon a ſuppoſed blameable ina#ion or counteraFion, has been 
ſufficiently refuted ; and that the peruſal of the Papers thus referred to, 
independent of others in my power to produce, will ſhow that my con- 


duct has been the reverſe of what was imputed to me under the firſt 
article of charge. 55 3 


If T am not deceived in this expeQtulivn, I may be allowed to hope, 
that from the ſpecimen given of proofs in refutation of the firſt article 
of charge, ſome degree of temporary credit will be given to me for the 
proofs in my power to produce for refuting the three other articles of 
charge ſpecified in my Petition to his 1 communicated to the 
Court of Directors. | 


I ſhall only beg leave to aaa, that I have abſtained at e from 
producing theſe proofs for two reaſons; the one is, that they would 
have added too much to the length of theſe Appendixes: the ſecond 

:- "bs, the three other articles of charge, thus alluded to, did not either 
in point of time, or in their nature, bear the ſame relation to the ſub- 
Jet matter of the claim ftated in the prefixed Letter to the Court of 
Directors, as the firſt article of charge does; but if the Court of Di- 
rectors ſhall at any time be pleaſed to ſignify any with or diſpoſition to 
know my anſwers to the three articles of charge not now entered upon, 
and to inſtitute an enquiry into the merits or demerits of my conduct, 


the opportunity will be embraced by me with much ſatisfaction, and 
with a grateful ſenſe of che obligation. 


JAMS STUART. 


END OF APPENDIX, Ne III. 
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